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SCHOOL HITS THE MARK WITH NEW ACHIEVEMENT RATING 



Georgina Jones, vice principal Andy 
Lawrence and James Corcoran 


PUPILS at a Willenhall school have been cele¬ 
brating after recording a high score under the 
Government’s new achievement measure. 

Pool Hayes Academy was given an ‘Attainment 
8’ score of 51.9 - ahead of the national average 
which was 48.5. The score is based on GCSE re¬ 
sults from grades A* to G across eight subjects. 
Andy Lawrence, the school’s Vice Principal, said: 
“I am tremendously proud of our students and 
the results that they have achieved. 

“I am really pleased how we work with parents 
at this school and I am grateful to our fantastic 
staff and all their hard work.” The tables, pub¬ 
lished last week, revealed 57.4 per cent of pupils 
in Walsall achieved A* to C in both their English 
and maths GCSEs during last year. 

The best schools based on the new Attainment 


8 measure in Walsall were Queen Mary’s Gram¬ 
mar, Queen Mary’s High, Hydesville Tower, 
Walsall Academy and Barr Beacon School. How¬ 
ever Walsall has a high rate of under-performing 
schools. Meanwhile, across the country, almost 
one in 10 secondary schools - collectively teaching 
more than 200,000 children - are under-perform¬ 
ing, according to latest government figures. 

Statistics show that nearly 300 schools in 
England are falling below a new government 
floor target that measures pupils’ progress and 
achievement over eight GCSE subjects. However 
Schools Minister Nick Gibb said figures, based on 
last summer’s GCSEs, showed hard work is lead¬ 
ing to higher standards. 

Headteachers warned the results had been 
achieved ‘against a national backdrop of a fund¬ 


ing and recruitment crisis’. For the first time this 
year, schools have not been judged on the pro¬ 
portion of pupils scoring at least five C grades at 
GCSE, including in English and maths. 

Instead, ministers have introduced a new head¬ 
line measure called ‘Progress 8’. This looks at the 
progress a pupil makes from the end of primary 
school to the end of secondary school. It compares 
pupils’ results with the achievements of other 
youngsters with the same prior attainment, and 
measures performance across eight qualifications. 

The Government has argued that this meas¬ 
ure is fairer because it takes students’ previous 
achievement into account, and recognises the re¬ 
sults of all youngsters, not just those on the bor¬ 
der of C and D grades. 

• Worst - Page 5 


Hospital bosses seek funding to expand capacity 


8,000 PATIENTS 
TARGET FOR A&E 


THEFT 

Trailer stolen from 
church group found 

A TRAILER which was stolen from a church 
group in Walsall has been recovered. 

It was dropped off anonymously on Sat¬ 
urday afternoon a week after it was taken 
from A Place of Refuge in The Delves. 

West Midlands Police officers are still 
investigating the original theft. The church 
issued an appeal after the theft on January 
14. A replacement trailer has also been do¬ 
nated to the group in recent days. 

A caller claimed they had bought it 
without knowing it was stolen. The trailer 
was recovered but items inside it, includ¬ 
ing wheelchairs and disability scooters for 
members, are still missing and police have 
urged the public to come forward with any 
information about the theft. 

POLITICS 

Vaz in Holocaust 
day support plea 

A BLACK Country MP has urged peo¬ 
ple to show their support for Holocaust 
Memorial Day. Valerie Vaz signed the 
Holocaust Educational Trust’s Book of 
Commitment last week. 

Ahead of Holocaust Memorial Day on 
Friday, the Walsall South MP said: “I was 
honoured to meet a survivor of the Holo¬ 
caust in Hungary, John Hajdu, in Parlia¬ 
ment in September 2016. 

“John’s experience of life after the 
Holocaust and as a refugee, which he 
publicised in his autobiography, tell of 
the turmoil of post-Second World War 
Europe. It is through survivors like John 
and fellow survivor and author, Elie Wie- 
sel, that we can truly gain an insight into 
the struggles of the Holocaust.” 


BOSSES at Walsall Manor Hospital have confirmed 
the site will be able to cater for an additional 8,000 
A&E patients a year if multi-million pound funding 
is secured. 

As revealed by the Chronicle’s sister paper, the Express & Star, 
earlier this month, the Walsall Healthcare NHS Trust is prepar¬ 


ing a business case that would 
expanded over the course of the 

Bosses hope to find £17.5 million 
over the period for the project, which 
it is hoped could be completed by early 
2019. 

The trust says its emergency depart¬ 
ment has seen a significant increase 
in the number of patients through its 
doors due to changes at neighbouring 
trusts and the current environment 
creates additional difficulties because 
it is too small. 

Improve 

At present, the emergency depart¬ 
ment is able to cater for 79,000 pa¬ 
tients a year but chiefs declared an 
expansion would enable staff to deal 
with an extra 8,000 - around 22 addi¬ 
tional patients a day. 

In January last year a damning re¬ 
port published by health watchdog 
the Care Quality Commission branded 
emergency services as ‘Inadequate’ 
stating bosses did not have ‘strategic 
plan’ for how the department would 
grow and improve. 

While the Manor is expected to see 
additional A&E demand when the 
Midland Metropolitan Hospital in 
Smethwick opens. Mark Sinclair, trust 
director of organisational development 


see its emergency department 
next two years. 

By Carl Jackson 


and HR, said: “Our Emergency De¬ 
partment needs to expand to create a 
better environment for both our pa¬ 
tients and our staff and this is an issue 
we have been highlighting for some 
time - well ahead of our CQC (Care 
Quality Commission) inspection which 
identified the same concerns. 

“When the department was first 
established, circumstances at neigh¬ 
bouring trusts were very different. 
We need to expand to cope with the 
rise in patients that we are currently 
experiencing as well as the additional 
demand we expect when the Midland 
Metropolitan Hospital opens its doors 
in Smethwick.” 

He added: “The expansion will 
allow us to cater for an additional 
8,000 patients a year, compared to 
around 79,000 currently. When we 
have finished working on our funding 
bid, which will be submitted to NHS 
Improvement, we can then work on a 
business case with a view to construc¬ 
tion starting at the end of this year or 
at the beginning of 2018.” 


Ruby is a real gem despite ordeal 



Getting a kiss of thanks from rescued dog Ruby is canine carer Emma Hadley 


A DOG that was thrown out of a 
car travelling at 40mph is on the 
mend and ready to be rehomed. 

The Staffordshire Bull Ter¬ 
rier was rescued by the RSPCA 
after witnesses reported the in¬ 
cident at around 2am on New 
Year’s Day, on High Road, in 
Willenhall. 

The female Staffie suffered a 
cut to her leg, which inspectors 
initially thought was broken, 
and a gash on her ear. 

The charity has since handed 
her over to Sunnyside Kennels 
in Coven, near Wolverhampton, 
where staff have temporarily 
named her Ruby. 

Assistant manager Tina 
Leedham said: “There were no 
signs of shock initially but there 
were concerns she had fractured 
her leg until she had an x-ray. 
The RSPCA did a good job tak¬ 
ing care of her..” 

It is thought Ruby is at least 
six years old and because she is 
a little boisterous, having had 
no apparent training not to 
jump up at people, the vets have 
recommended she does not go to 
a home with children. 

Anyone who wishes to inquire 
about rehoming Ruby, or any 
of the other dogs at the ken¬ 
nels, can contact them on 01902 
790618. 


POLICE 

Cannabis charges 
for pair after raid 

TWO men have been charged in relation to 
cannabis production after an early morn¬ 
ing raid. West Midlands Police raided a 
property on Hadley Way, Beechdale, last 
Tuesday, where they discovered the drug 
had been produced. 

They charged Kieren Smith, 38, with per¬ 
mitting production of a Class B drug and 
he was bailed to appear at Walsall Magis¬ 
trates Court on February 16. Jay Dean, 37, 
was charged with production of cannabis 
and using electricity without authority. He 
was bailed to appear at Walsall Magis¬ 
trates Court on February 2. 


INSIDE 


ALL SHIPSHAPE 
FOR PLAY AREA 
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Owner who stabbed dog in face jailed 



Lucky seen after her rescue 


A THUG has been locked up for repeat¬ 
edly stabbing his pet dog in the face and 
then trying to hide her from police in a 
confined space. 

Michael Bailey, of Tividale, launched 
a savage attack on Lucky after she uri¬ 
nated on a bag of marijuana at his home. 

The 54-year-old punched her in the 
face and body and then stabbed her nu¬ 
merous times in the face. 

Officers were called after the attack 
was overheard but Bailey told them the 
dog had run off. 

However, following a search of the 


house in Dale Terrace officers, dis¬ 
covered the frightened dog had been 
boarded up behind the washing machine 
and underneath a kitchen worktop. 

Bailey was jailed for 12 weeks for 
causing unnecessary suffering to the 
dog through physical violence and the 
infliction of blunt force trauma. 

He was also found guilty of failing to 
take reasonable steps to ensure that the 
needs of the dog were met, by failing to 
meet her need to be in an appropriate 
body condition. Bailey was sentenced at 
Birmingham Magistrates’ Court after 


being found guilty in his absence at the 
same court in November. 

Bailey was disqualified from keeping 
animals for life and was ordered to pay a 
£115 victim surcharge over the incident 
on June 18 last year. 

Lucky made a full recovery, but was 
later identified by a police dog legislation 
officer as a banned breed and put down. 

Inspector Morrall said: “This is a very 
sad ending as Lucky had made a full 
recovery and we were hoping to see her 
into a new home. The RSPCA do not 
make these decisions.” 


Disused stations may 
be put back on track 


DISUSED railway stations in Wil- 
lenhall and Darlaston could be 
brought back to life as part of 
a revamp of the train network 
in the Black Country, transport 
chiefs have revealed. 

The plans to reopen Portobello sta¬ 
tion in Willenhall and the station in 
Darlaston are set out in the Black 
Country Local Enterprise Partner¬ 
ship’s board papers. 

Transport bosses have said they still 
need to secure funding for the project, 
which is part of a wider plan to rejuvenate 
transport across the region. Previous pro¬ 
posals to reopen Willenhall and Aldridge 
stations are also still in the pipeline. 

The plans are being worked on by the 
Transport for West Midlands, which wants 
to reopen the stations as part of a wider 
plan to recreate a rail line between Wolver¬ 
hampton and Walsall. 

Councillor Roger Lawrence, the leader of 
Wolverhampton council, who is the trans¬ 
port lead for the West Midlands Combined 
Authority, said: “These plans looking at 
reopening these stations are part of the 
Transport for West Midlands proposals to 
recreate the rail link between Wolverhamp¬ 
ton and Walsall with intermediate stops.” 

Freight 

Currently passengers looking to get from 
Wolverhampton to Walsall or vice versa on 
the train need to go through Birmingham. 
A direct route between the two Black Coun¬ 
try authorities exists however it is only 
used for freight trains. It was open to pas¬ 
sengers until 1965, restored in 1998, then 
withdrawn again a decade later in 2008. 

The rail station at Darlaston, previously 
known as Darlaston James Bridge railway 
station, was part of the line but closed in 
1965 along with the line. 

Darlaston Councillor Paul Bott said he 
would be supporting the scheme to get the 
station reopened. 

He said: “Me and Councillor Chris Bott 
are 100 per cent for it. I have seen it func¬ 
tion in the past as a railway station when 
thousands used to use it. 

“Residents will be able to commute to 
Birmingham and Wolverhampton so it will 
be a necessity and a vital link for the West 
Midlands.” 


Retail and leisure hub takes shape 



The new St Matthew’s development taking shape in Walsall, set to be completed before the year’s end 


WORK to revitalise Walsall town 
centre is gathering pace - with the 
steel frame that will become a new 
retail and leisure development now 
in place. 

Shop units at Market Square 
in the St Matthew’s Quarter have 
been bulldozed ready for the site to 
be transformed with the develop¬ 
ment of 11 new units for retail and 
leisure use. 

The vision shared by Walsall 
Council and developers St Modwen 
is now closer to becoming a real¬ 


ity as the development has taken 
shape and is expected to be finished 
this year. 

Once finished, the site will offi¬ 
cially be referred to as The Quar¬ 
ter and consist of 55,000 sq ft of 
new retails units including B&M 
and Poundland who have already 
signed pre-lets agreements to open 
next spring. 

The work is the second part of a 
multi-million pound investment in 
St Matthews Quarter. 

Phase One included building the 


largest town centre Asda super¬ 
store in the UK as well as a 1,000 
car park which opened in 2007. 

Council bosses touted the £25 
million project as a ‘major demon¬ 
stration of confidence’ in Walsall as 
a modern day retail location. Plans 
for the second phase had to be re¬ 
thought when the listed Shannon’s 
Ill had to be demolished due to a 
fire in August 2007. The demoli¬ 
tion work was originally supposed 
to begin in 2015 but eventually 
started in April 2016. 


Winnick airs 
fears over 
failures on 
living wage 

A WALSALL MP says not enough em¬ 
ployers in the Black Country are paying 
staff the national living wage, leaving 
people struggling to make ends meet. 

David Winnick, MP for Walsall North, 
has urged the Primer Minister to make 
sure firms are paying workers the £8.25 
per hour rate recognised as the living 
wage. During a debate in the House of 
Commons, he said ‘too many employees’ 
in the region are struggling to manage 
on the wages they are paid. 

He said: “I argued there should be a 
minimum wage, and this was of course 
introduced by the Labour government 
when it was elected in 1997. Such a min¬ 
imum is absolutely essential to avoid 
outright pay poverty, as what occurred 
previously. However, in my view, such a 
legal minimum should not be considered 
a maximum, as in some instances it is 
by employers; hence the reason for my 
parliamentary question. 

“While I accept that it is for employers 
to decide on wages - apart of course from 
the legal minimum - the fact remains 
that too many employees, including in 
the Black Country, are receiving a wage 
which makes it very difficult, particu¬ 
larly for those with families, to manage. 

“Indeed, Theresa May, when she be¬ 
came Prime Minister, said she was con¬ 
cerned first and foremost about those 
who are just about managing.” 

Pensioners at 
risk, fears NIP 

PROPOSED Government changes to 
benefits for people in supported housing 
will put Black Country pensioners at 
risk, an MP has warned. 

John Spellar has urged the Prime 
Minister to rethink plans for housing 
benefit payments for people in sup¬ 
ported housing to be capped in line with 
Local Housing Allowance levels. 

Critics have claimed the changes, due 
to come in for 2019/20, would lead to 
many people being unable to afford to 
live in sheltered housing. The Warley 
MP said: “Theresa May had an opportu¬ 
nity to ditch Iain Duncan Smith’s failed 
Universal Credit scheme. 

“That she hasn’t shows she has the 
same careless attitude as him.” He said 
it was the latest example of the Tories 
‘piling misery on poorer communities’. 

Leading choir in 
search of voices 

A LEADING male voice choir in the 
Black Country is looking for new blood, 
requiring singers in all four sections. 
Walsall Harmonic Male Voice Choir pro¬ 
vides after-dinner entertainment and 
charity concerts for churches, commu¬ 
nity groups and various organisations. 

As well as singers it is seeking a dep¬ 
uty accompanist. A spokesman said: 
“Anyone interested can come along to 
our practices on Monday nights at 8pm 
at the Chuckery Mutual Club, Beacon 
Street, Walsall, or phone 0121 502 5751, 
for further information.” 



Window ech 


Walsall: 01922 455018 

Wolverhampton: 01902 582051 
I 24 Hr Number: 07853 248056 


CALL NOW FOR HUGE DISCOUNTS 
THROUGHOUT JANUARY 






6 Windows 


View our online video @ 

www.windowtechinterframe.co.uk 

Units 1, 2 & 9 Brickyard Road, Aldridge WS9 8SR 


Improving Homes 
for over 24 years 


PI 




The Name You CAN Trust 


We are delighted to offer ALL 
New Clients a... 


FREE 

Cut & Finish 

When you have ANY 
Colour Service! 

Don’t miss out, call today. 

FranceSCO beautiful hair 


17 Anchor Parade, Aldridge W S 9 8 Q P 

t: 01922 456152 

T’s & C’s: Not valid in conjunction with any other offer or promotion. Valid for new 
clients only at Francesco Group Aldridge with selected team members until 28/02/17. 
Skin Allergy Test required 48 hours prior to colour service for all new colour clients. 
Appointments are subject to availability. 






















































Screenings 
to focus on 
worldwide 
differences 

THE life experiences of Black and 
Asian people from all over the world 
will be celebrated through a week of 
film screenings in Wolverhampton 
which are to start on Monday. 

Organised by the University of 
Wolverhampton BME (Black and Mi¬ 
nority Ethnic) network, with support 
from the University’s Disabled and 
LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and 
Transgendered) networks, the One 
World Film Festival will feature films 
from five different countries, includ¬ 
ing France, Uganda and India. 

The Film Festival is taking place at 
the Arena Theatre from January 30 
to February 2. 

Every event will start with a spe¬ 
cial public talk expanding on some of 
the themes explored in the film being 
shown. 

Support 

Will Cooling, interim head of equal¬ 
ity and diversity at the University of 
Wolverhampton, said: “At the heart 
of the University of Wolverhampton 
is our mission to educate people about 
the world around them. 

“We are very excited to start 2017 
with the One World Film Festival, a 
special week of events to explore the 
life experiences of Black and Asian 
people across the world. 

“Building on our long support of 
Wolverhampton Black History Month, 
we aim to both celebrate Black and 
Asian cultures while also highlighting 
the unique challenges that BME peo¬ 
ple face across the world.” 

Every day there will be a film 
screening at 5.30pm, and on February 
1 there will be an additional screening 
at 1.30pm. 

All screenings are free to attend 
and open to the general public. 

Tickets can be reserved through the 
website. 

For more details email arena@wlv. 
ac.uk or call the box office on 01902 
321 321. 


Serious failings 
at GP surgery 

A GP surgery with nearly 2,000 pa¬ 
tients has been placed into special 
measures after serious failings were 
found by inspectors. 

Landywood Lane Surgery, at Great 
Wyrley Health Centre, has been rated 
‘inadequate’ by the Care Quality 
Commission. 

Among a host of failings inspectors 
found recruitment checks for new em¬ 
ployees had not taken place and that 
staff did not know how to report a se¬ 
rious incident. 

The practice was also without a full 
range of emergency medicines and 
was not prepared to respond to major 
incidents. The surgery has six months 
to show improvements or else it faces 
closure. 

Margaret Broome, manager of the 
surgery, said: “We have worked very 
hard to address the issues they have 
raised.” 


Rob's knowledge is 



Rob Bone, senior forensic scientist 


A POLICE forensics expert who 
has helped solve dozens of serious 
crimes across the Black Country is 
being called on by other forces from 
across the world because of his expert 
knowledge of knots. 

Rob Bone, a senior forensic scientist 
with West Midlands Police, can help 
establish if someone was a murder 
victim, held captive during a robbery, 
or has deliberately bound themselves 
or taken their own life - all from the 
way a knot is tied. 

He has been involved in hundreds 
of investigations locally as well as 


knot to be ignored 


being called on abroad and in other 
parts of the UK. 

In 2010 he was able to prove that 
Bilston trucker Darren Walker had 
hung himself because of the way the 
knot for his noose was tied. Walker 
had hung himself after killing West 
Bromwich schoolgirl Stacey Law¬ 
rence. 

Away from the Black Country his 
expertise was called on to help detec¬ 
tives probing the high-profile death 
of Russian tycoon Boris Berezovsky 
in Ascot; a series of sex attacks in 
Australia where women had been 


tied up; and an investigation by Ire¬ 
land’s Garda into a series of burgla¬ 
ries where victims had been bound by 
their hands and feet. 

Speaking about his forensic work 
and knots, Mr Bone said: “I started 
working in forensics in 1987 alongside 
a knot specialist and my interest was 
sparked by his vast knowledge and 
how he could help police investiga¬ 
tions. There are more than 4,000 dif¬ 
ferent knots. It’s not about being able 
to identify them all but more what 
you can learn from how they are tied 
and the materials used.” 


Care home told to make 
urgent improvements 


A CARE home that was ordered to 
improve by the care inspectors ear¬ 
ly last year has been told it is still 
failing - with improvements needed 
in all areas. 

The latest Care Quality Commission 
(CQC) report into Orchard Manor care 
home on Slaney Road, Walsall, reveals 
that a patient went four days without be¬ 
ing given medicine intended to stop them 
getting blood clots. 

It also highlights issues with staff levels and 
a lack of leisure opportunities for residents. 

The home, which can provide accommoda¬ 
tion for up to 34 people, has been told it re¬ 
quires improvement across the board after 
a surprise inspection on November 23, when 
there were 25 residents. 

Its safety, effectiveness, responsiveness, lead¬ 
ership and level of caring were all rated as ‘re¬ 
quires improvement’. In the report inspectors 
said: “People could not recall being involved in 
discussions about their care needs with staff. 
Quality audit systems were not effective at 
identifying concerns and the improvements 
needed. People did not have an opportunity to 
give feedback about the service they received. 

Concern 

“We received mixed views from people and 
their relatives about the staffing levels. 

“A relative commented they did not feel 
there were sufficient staff numbers to meet 
people’s needs.” 

The biggest concern raised by inspectors was 
around one resident’s wait for medicine. 

The report stated: “One person’s medical 
administration record indicated they had been 
given an anti-seizure medicine. However, al¬ 
though their medicine record indicated the 
person had received their medicine, we found 
there was insufficient medicine in stock. This 
meant the person had gone without their med¬ 
icine for four days. We immediately informed 
the deputy manager about this. They could not 
explain how this had happened.” 

However, inspectors did note: “People were 
supported to have sufficient to eat and drink 
and had access to healthcare professionals 
when required. 

“People were involved in making day-to-day 
choices. People were supported to maintain 
their relationships with family and friends.” 

Orchard Manor was contacted but declined 
to comment. 



Roger Colbourne, Tiger and his previous owner, Rachel Wells at the Black Country Living Museum 


THE purr-plexing origins of Tiger 
the cat, who for the past 14 years 
has made his home at the Black 
Country Living Museum, have 
been discovered at last. 

A trip to the vet’s has revealed 
that the mysterious tabby, who 
has become a beloved companion 
of the maintenance team at the 
museum, is the missing pet of vet¬ 
erinary nurse Rachel Wells. 

Tiger, previously known as 
Snitch, seems to have decided 14 
years ago to set up home in the 
spacious grounds of the open air 
attraction. 

Roger Colbourne, who has been 
working at the museum for 27 
years, quickly took a shine to their 
new resident and the pair became 


inseparable. For years Roger has 
fed and cared for Tiger, as he is 
now known. However the feline’s 
cover was blown when a microchip 
scan revealed his former owner 
was Rachel who had never given 
up hope of finding her much-loved 
pet. 

Roger, aged 70, said: “I have 
grown extremely close to him 
over the years and can’t imagine 
life without his companionship. I 
see him almost every day and the 
maintenance team all have a spe¬ 
cial bond with him - someone’s 
always fussing him or treating 
him.” 

Rachel Wells, 34, who now lives 
near to the museum and works at 
White Cross Vets in Wolverhamp¬ 


ton, added: “Tiger was 18 months 
old when he went to play out 14 
years ago but he never returned. 

“I spent months putting up 
posters and trying to find him but 
it proved fruitless. However work¬ 
ing as a veterinary nurse means 
I’ve seen a number of pets reu¬ 
nited with their owners after long 
periods of time so I never gave up 
hope. 

“When he finally reappeared 
after all these years I couldn’t be¬ 
lieve it and especially because he’s 
now living so close to me.” 

On seeing the bond between 
Tiger and museum staff, Rachel 
has now decided to register the 
cat’s chip with Roger so he can 
remain there. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


3 


Museum to host 
Easter fun day 

Those looking to have some arty fun 
this Easter are invited to attend a gal¬ 
lery in Walsall. 

Walsall Leather Museum, based on 
Littleton Street West, Walsall, is to 
hold its Easter Family Fun Day on 
April 17 from 10.30am to 4pm. 

There will be puppet shows, walk¬ 
about entertainers, and face painting 
for youngsters as well as many other 
activities for all the family. 

Admission is free, though some of 
the activities will incur a charge. For 
more information visit www.walsall. 
gov.uk/leathermuseum. 

Classic cars show 
heading to NEC 

THE UK’s fastest growing classic car 
event is heading to Birmingham’s 
NEC. 

More than 19,000 enthusiasts at¬ 
tended last year’s Practical Classics 
Classic Car and Restoration Show. 

The 2017 show runs from March 31 
to April 2. It will feature everything 
from barn finds to special project res¬ 
torations. 

The event also includes a sale from 
Classic Car Auctions on April 1 and 
2 and more than 800 cars will be on 
display. Details via www.necrestora- 
tionshow.com 

Masked robbers 
target Greggs 

TWO masked robbers burst into 
Greggs bakery in Wednesbury and 
threatened to hurt female staff unless 
they handed over cash. 

The men were dressed in decorators 
overalls and had their faces almost 
completely covered when they went 
into the Union Street store at around 
7am on Friday. They ordered the two 
female workers to open the safe, say¬ 
ing they would get hurt if they didn’t 
do so. The robbers then stole cash and 
left the shop which had no customers. 

Put on your Red 
Shoes for Brum show 

A NEW adaptation of the classic Brit¬ 
ish Powell and Pressburger ballet 
movie The Red Shoes is heading to 
Birmingham. 

There will be performances of the 
production by Matthew Bourne at 
Birmingham Hippodrome next month 
and in the summer. 

The first run is from February 7 to 
11, and the show returns from July 19, 
to 22. 

Tickets cost from £19.50 via 0844 
338 5000. 

Fire behind shop 

A FIRE broke out at the back of a 
Walsall shop. The blaze was reported 
outside Southcart Books and Comics 
in Lower Hall Lane before 7pm on 
Thursday, with bins damaged due to 
the rubbish fire. 

The fire has not been recorded as 
arson. 



All aspects of arranging a 
Funeral for your loved one 


Home Visits & Arrangements 

Private Chapel of Rest 

24 Hour Professional Support 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans Available 

Chauffeur Service to our 
Funeral Home 

Repatriation Service 


At your service 
24 Hours a day 
7 Days a Week 
Funerals from £950 

Our Values are simple: 

We believe in being open and transparent. 
We believe the most important people in our 
Funeral Home are your loved ones. 

Jennifer Ashe & Son 

Caring for you and your loved 
ones through the generations 


78 High Street, Brownhills, WS8 6EW 

01543 378 022 

www.jafunerals.co.uk 



SHOUT HEATH (Denial fi/undke 


NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME 

Emergencies seen 
the same day 
Examination to 
include scale & polish 

£18.50 

You may be eligible for 
free treatment if you are in 
receipt of certain benefits, 
if you have had a baby in 
the last year, if you are 1> 
and in full time educatioi 
or are under 18. 


• Open daily 8.00am - 5pm 

• 2 Female dentists - Mrs Jane 
Owen & Mrs Stefka Ivanova 

• Tooth Whitening 

• New patients welcome 

• Cosmetic Dentistry - get the 
smile you always dreamed of 

• Implants - replace those 
missing teeth permanently 

• Denture Repairs 

• Sports Mouth Guards 

• White Fillings 


Special Offer on 
Tooth Whitening 



£150 


I * 



2A Oaken Drive, 
Willenhall WV12 5NU 

01922 478 893 

Appointments Available Immediately! 


BLINDS 

WALSALL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 


BEST DEAL! f 1 

3 child safe * I /■ I 
verticals L IfcV 
one per household offer 


ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 




contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER 

RHODES 



ANYONE taking bets on President 
Trump not completing his first four-year 
term? I’m not talking about assassination 
or impeachment but Trump simply getting 
fed up. Today, he is the star of the world. 
Tomorrow he will discover how little pow¬ 
er he actually has, how much money he 
is losing, how he and his family’s every 
move and every careless word or Tweet is 
dogged by the press and social media. 


A READER asks, if somebody takes a 
pot-shot at President Trump, will the bod¬ 
yguards shout: “Donald, duck!” 


THAT great social observer Will Self sug¬ 
gests waspishly that the Army should be 
scrapped and replaced by giving weapons 
and training to all 30 million British adults. 
An assault rifle in every home. What could 
possibly go wrong? 


SOMEONE gave me directions this 
week including: “You go down that road 
where the old pub used to be.” Can there 
be a single road in England that does not 
fit that description? We are a land of lost 
pubs. 


TO my surprise, I have the support of 
at least one reader who believes human 
needs should be given priority over wild¬ 
life when it comes to turning Swansea 
Bay into a vast electricity-generation tidal 
lagoon. He says: “When the wading birds 
have waded away, within a few months 
the new environment will be recolonised 
with new species which like the new con¬ 
ditions.” 


YOU have 
probably spot¬ 
ted the tiny 
problem with 
the statue of 
Cilia Black un¬ 
veiled in Liver¬ 
pool. In a clas¬ 
sic example of 
the Emperor’s 
new clothes, 
local people applauded the unveiling with¬ 
out daring to point out that it doesn’t look 
even vaguely like Cilia. 

READERS may be reminded of the cel¬ 
ebrated “black Diana,” the statue of the 
princess in black granite and unveiled in 
2000. It looks nothing like Princess Di but 
bears a passing resemblance to Denis 
Norden without his specs. It stands out¬ 
side a funeral directors in Walsall. Unlike 
the Scousers, Walsall folk have never kid¬ 
ded themselves it’s a good likeness. “De¬ 
monic,” was one Facebook user’s opinion. 

ROLF Harris is on trial for sex crimes 
with the jury told on day one of his pre¬ 
vious convictions. He is giving evidence 
via a video link from prison. If one trial can 
begin with total disclosure, why can’t they 
all? Many are a legal game where every¬ 
one in court, except the jury, knows the 
defendant is a serial villain with a criminal 
record, but all conspire to pretend it’s the 
first time they’ve seen him. 

Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 



£2.7bn deal on HS2 


THE search has begun for a com¬ 
pany to design, build and maintain 
high-speed trains for HS2. 

Up to 60 trains will be needed to 
transport passengers at around 225 
mph, and the contract - worth £2.75 
billion - will be awarded in 2019. 

Advance warning about the start 
of the bidding process was published 
on Friday by HS2 Ltd, the organisa¬ 
tion responsible for developing the 


£55.7 billion project. Transport Sec¬ 
retary Chris Grayling described the 
search for a train manufacturer as ‘a 
major step’ towards Britain getting 
a new railway carrying more than 
300,000 people each day. 

Mr Grayling said building and 
maintaining the trains would be a 
‘great opportunity for British-based 
businesses. He added: “We have held 
discussions with UK suppliers to 


trains up 

make sure they are in the best possi¬ 
ble position to win contracts.” 

Construction work on phase one 
of HS2 from London to Birmingham 
will start in the spring, subject to its 
parliamentary bill getting royal as¬ 
sent in the coming weeks. 

Chris Rayner, of HS2 Ltd said: 
“We are looking for a supplier who 
is capable of delivering and main¬ 
taining some of the world’s most 


for grabs 

advanced rolling stock, with designs 
putting the passenger at their heart 
to ensure seamless, accessible, fast 
and reliable journeys.” 

Greater Birmingham Chamber 
of Commerce chief executive Paul 
Faulkner welcomed the latest devel¬ 
opment said: 

“I’m sure our local businesses will 
relish the opportunity to try and se¬ 
cure the contract.” 


Jazmin hopes Voice 
will put her on track 

Report by Judith Hawkins 

OLYMPIC long jumper Jazmin 
Sawyers is hoping to go far in 
singing competition The Voice, 
after appearing on the prime¬ 
time ITV show on Saturday. 

The 22-year-old who came eighth 
in this summer’s Rio Olympics, lives 
in Walsall and is the daughter of Staf¬ 
fordshire Police’s chief constable Jane 
Sawyers. 

On the hit talent 
show she was seen 
describing the wait 
before the audition 
in front of judges Sir 
Tom Jones, Jennifer 
Hudson, will.i.am and 
Gavin Rossdale, as 
more nerve-wrack¬ 
ing than the Olympic 
final, and hoping that 
at least one would turn 
around in their chair. 

“Athletics is my 
first love, it’s my pas¬ 
sion, and it’s what I’ve 
been working on for 
years, but it is not the 
only thing in my life,” 
she said on the pro¬ 
gramme. 

“Ever since I was a kid I’ve also had a 
great love for music, and it’s hard to have 
two things that you love because how do 
you give one the attention it deserves? But 
my motivation to do well in music has shot 
up. Being on the show is a big deal. When 
I walk out on to the track I’m in control, I 
get to decide everything that happens, but 
here I don’t. And that’s quite scary.” 

It proved to be a tense audition as for 
most of her rendition of Alessia Cara’s 
‘Here’ it didn’t look like any of the judges 
would turn. Then right on the very last 
note, will.i.am pressed his red button and 
claimed her for his team, much to the de¬ 
light of Jazmin who was jumping with joy. 

On hearing about her athletics career 
the Black Eyed Peas star said: “Wow, 
check you out, that’s dope.” 

Jennifer Hudson could also be seen mak¬ 
ing a last minute lean forward but in the 
end seemed to change her mind when she 
saw her competing judge go for it. 

Commenting after securing her super- 
star coach, Jazmin said: “It’s going to be a 
great partnership.” 



Jazmin in 2012 


Crews fight fire at Morrisons store 



The incident at Morrisons in Walsall following a ruptured gas main, it resulted in Lower Rushall Street being 


FIREFIGHTERS battled for six hours to put out a 
fire at a supermarket which was just ‘minutes from 
disaster’. A gas pipe caught fire on an outer wall of 
Morrisons in Lichfield Street, Walsall at about 2.30am 
last Thursday. 

Crews working with National Grid managed to 
quell the flames before the fire was finally put out 
at around 8.20am. Walsall fire station’s crew com¬ 
mander Neil Turner praised the speed of crews when 
the alarm was first raised as the situation was ‘min¬ 
utes from disaster’. 

He said the fire had spread close to two electrical 
substations situated in part of the store which had 
also set alight. 

He said: “The flames were quite severe. With a gas 


fire you can’t break the source so you have to control 
it. The fire crews did well. It was dangerous for crews 
when they first arrived. They did well to contain the 
fire, which was three or four minutes from disaster. 

“If the electrical substations caught fire inside the 
building, the flames would have been massive. 

“The substations are located in a small outer sec¬ 
tion of the store, which sustained fire damage to the 
roof. 

“It was very lucky the roof was pitched as the 
flames were able to go up and over the substations.” 

Whittimere Street and Lower Rushall Street were 
closed off for public safety while the store was also 
shut to customers for a time. It had reopened to cus¬ 
tomers by mid-morning. 


Junior team 
scores with 
£25k boost 
in windfall 

A LEADING junior football team has 
been allocated funding of £25,000. 

Wyrley Juniors FC was granted 
the money by the Aviva Community 
Fund. The club has 14 girls teams, 
two ladies’ sides and a veteran ladies 
team, as well as two disability teams, 
three men’s sides, two veteran teams, 
a walking football team and 41 boys’ 
sides. It is also creating a deaf team. 

The windfall will be used towards 
the purchase and installation of flood¬ 
lights at its Harrisons Ground, a total 
cost of £40,000. The club is also look¬ 
ing to create new changing rooms, 
kitchen and hospitality area, at a 
total cost of £500,000. The Harrisons 
project competed with more than 300 
organisations around the UK. The na¬ 
tionwide initiative asked residents to 
submit a project close to their heart to 
be in with a chance of funding. 

Each organisation had to galvanise 
the support of their local community 
to vote for their entry in six catego¬ 
ries: health, disability and well-being; 
supporting the younger generation; 
supporting the older generation; sport 
in the community; environment and 
community support. 

Over five million votes were placed 
with over 450 projects benefiting 
overall. The club galvanised an army 
of supporters to secure votes from 
friends, families, colleagues and the 
local community to secure nearly 
2000 people voting. Club chairman 
Keith Hardy said: “We are extremely 
pleased that the funding will go to¬ 
wards our efforts to give young people 
the facilities they deserve.” 

'Crazy' rules 
are criticised 

UKIP’S transport spokesman has 
slammed ‘crazy’ EU rules which 
mean uninsured motorists must be 
given compensation if their cars are 
damaged. 

The Government has admitted it 
is powerless to prevent the new reg¬ 
ulations from being introduced in the 
UK, as long as Britain remains part 
of the EU. 

West Midlands MEP Jill Seymour 
said: “This bureaucratic madness is a 
perfect reminder of why we must not 
delay our departure from the morally 
bankrupt EU for a moment longer. 

“It is yet another piece of crazy, 
nonsensical legislation being imposed 
on the UK, which flies in the face of 
common sense and penalises the or¬ 
dinary, law abiding man and woman 
on the street.” 


NHS trust seeks 
recruits for roles 

WALSALL Healthcare NHS Trust’s 
imaging team are holding a recruit¬ 
ment day next month. 

Roles on offer include radiogra¬ 
phers. The event is at Walsall Manor 
Hospital on February 11, from 10am 
to 3pm. 


fires & 

firpnlnrAC 
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LARGE CAR PARK 
BEHIND DIZZY KIDZ 



Sfiecialttt utfafelien tta TUumum Sfovu 

Specialists in finest quality bespoke 
Gas and Electric fires and surrounds 


FULL FITTING, 
DELIVERY SERVICE AND 
HOME SURVEY AVAILABLE 

New range of log 
burners in store 


Open 6 Days a week mam - 5pm Closed Sundays 

_ Unit 6, Arrow Industrial Estate, Straight Road 

S BUS Short Heath, Willenhall WV12 5RA 

www.firesandfireplaceswillenhall.co.uk 01922 475222 




HIGH STREET o^taip’uxd^ 


NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME 


Examination to include 
scale & polish 

£18.80 

You may be eligible for free 
treatment if you are in receipt 


Open Daily 9am till 8pm, 
Saturdays 9am till 2pm 
Tooth Whitening 
New patients welcome 
Cosmetic Dentistry - 
get the smile you always 
dreamed of 
Implants - replace 
those missing teeth 
permanently 
Denture Repairs 
• Sports Mouth Guards 


of certain benefits, if you have • white Fillings 
had a baby in the last year, . Braces 

ifyouare 18 and in full time . CrownS! Bridges 

education or are under 18. & Dentures 


New Year 

Special Offer on 
Tooth Whitening 



131 HIGH STREE T, BROWNHILLS WS8 6HG 

01543 360663 


Appointments Available Immediately! 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 

FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 
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Players won't 
be board of 
their chance 
to succeed 

BOARD game enthusiasts are invited 
to attend an award-winning champi¬ 
onship event, which is set to return to 
the West Midlands this year. 

The Board Games Championships 
are to take place at micropubs across 
the West Midlands this year following 
the success of last year’s event. The 
aim of the championships is to rein¬ 
force the traditional pastime and will 
run at various venues from February 
26 to March 26. 

The quickest players and the sharp¬ 
est minds will battle it out over five 
selected staple board games, provided 
by a leading board game manufac¬ 
turer, including Monopoly, Trivial 
Pursuit 2000s and Jenga among other 
favourites to reach the semi finals. 

Tim Bentley, reigning Board Games 
Champion, said: “I love board games 
so it was perfect really.’’The crown¬ 
ing of the Board Games Champion 
with take place following an intense 
semi-final and grand final combined 
during National Board Games Week 
commencing May 8. 

The 2017 National Board Games 
Championship is the brain child of 
pork pie manufacturer Pork Farms. 
Pork Farms is running the champion¬ 
ship in partnership with the Micropub 
Association. 

For families wanting to get involved 
in the championships, Pork Farms 
has a dedicated Family Board Games 
Night in which families can battle it 
out against each other right in the 
comfort of their own living room. 

For more information visit: www. 
boardgameschampionships .co .uk 


Art gallery is on 
Lords' agenda 

THE Government has been asked to 
take steps to ensure the future of Wal¬ 
sall’s New Art Gallery after a debate 
at the House of Lords. 

The future of the gallery is at risk 
among savings being lined up by Wal¬ 
sall Council over the next four years. 

The authority’s efforts to save £86 
million include the potential closure 
of The New Art Gallery, which opened 
in 2000 at a cost of £21m to the public 
purse and was opened by the Queen. 

During a debate in the House of 
Lords, The Earl of Clancarty, Nich¬ 
olas Power Richard Le Poer Trench, 
said that the potential closure would 
signify a ‘terrible waste of public in¬ 
vestment’, before adding that the 
West Midlands region needs as much 
support as possible. 

Local TV station 
launches on Sky 

TV station Made in Birmingham - the 
former Big Central - has launched on 
Sky Guide 117. Viewers outside of the 
transmission area can tune in manu¬ 
ally via www.madeinbirmingham.tv/ 
info/tune-us-in/ 


Big Apple fans ap-peel for Grannies' visit 



US-bound - the Dancing Grannies 


START spreading the news . . . the 
Dancing Grannies have decided to 
have a rest from the Edinburgh 
Fringe this year and pop over to the 
Big Apple. 

The Grannies, also known as Black 
Country comedy act the Fizzogs, will 
be jetting across the pond in the sum¬ 
mer to strut their stuff on the streets 
of New York city. The move follows 
numerous requests from American 
fans who are among more than 300 
million people to have viewed the 
Grannies’ dance on social media. 

Now the Fizzogs are looking for 


sponsorship to help fund the trip. 
Member Deb Nicholls said: “The plan 
is to take America by storm. We aim 
to flashmob in New York this summer 
as the Americans keep asking when 
we are coming over. It’ll cost an arm 
and a leg to get there so we are look¬ 
ing for sponsorship.The Fizzogs have 
already been booked to perform their 
Grannies routines at the Bahrain For¬ 
mula One Grand Prix in April. 

Closer to home their new show 
Suck It And See is currently touring 
around the Midlands with perfor¬ 
mances at the Rose Theatre, Kidder¬ 


minster, on February 4, The Steps, 
Bridgnorth, on February 9, 10 and 
11, Gatehouse Theatre, Stafford, on 
February 18, Core Theatre, Solihull, 
on March 4. 

The tour will feature some of their 
favourite characters, including the 
Grannies, the Kids, Mags ‘n Barb, 
tribute band FABA, who are launch¬ 
ing a bid to enter the Eurovision Song 
Contest, gangsta rapper Wayne Kerr 
and magicians Mr and Mrs Cadabra, 
as well as a new sketch called Cheat¬ 
ers and Eaters. For tickets info see 
http://www.thefizzogs.com 


Borough among worst 
in UK for GCSE results 


WALSALL is among the worst are¬ 
as in the country for GCSE results, 
new figures have revealed. 

The borough was ranked 123rd out of 
158 local authority areas in the country, 
based on GCSE results from grades A* to 
G across eight subjects, known as Attain¬ 
ment 8. 

Walsall was also ranked 11th out of 158, ac¬ 
cording to the proportion of schools found to be 
underperforming, meaning more than a quar¬ 
ter - 26.3 per cent - are not up to standard. 

Bloxwich Academy, Ormiston Shelfield Com¬ 
munity Academy, Walsall Studio School, West 
Walsall E-ACT Academy and Willenhall E-ACT 
Academy are the five schools in the borough 
that have been rated as underperforming. 

Only Wolverhampton, which has 29.4 per 
cent of secondary schools underperforming, is 
worse in the Black Country. Sandwell has 17.6 
per cent underperforming and Dudley 10 per 
cent. 

In Staffordshire just 7.3 per cent of second¬ 
ary schools are rated as underperforming. 

However, more than half of school pupils in 
the borough are achieving an A* to C in both 
English and maths. 

System 

A total of 57.4 per cent of pupils are reach¬ 
ing these grades, compared to 49.6 per cent in 
Sandwell, 55.7 per cent in Dudley, 58.8 per cent 
in Wolverhampton and 59.7 per cent in Staf¬ 
fordshire. 

The Government has changed the way it 
ranks school performance. Schools had pre¬ 
viously been rated on the number of pupils 
achieving five A* to C GCSEs, including Eng¬ 
lish and maths. Not one area in the Black 
Country and Staffordshire was ranked in the 
top 100 for GCSE results under the new sys¬ 
tem. 

Attainment 8 gauges the achievement of 
a pupil across eight qualifications including 
mathematics and English, which are dou¬ 
ble-weighted, three further qualifications that 
count in the English Baccalaureate (EBacc) 
measure, and three other qualifications that 
can be GCSEs or any other approved equiv¬ 
alent qualification. A score out of 80 is calcu¬ 
lated. 

According to the figures, Walsall has a score 
of 47.8, slightly below the national average of 
48.5. Wolverhampton is ranked 127th with a 
score of 47.7 and Sandwell 147th with 45.1. 


All aboard for play fun shipmates! 



Chase Terrace Primary pupils try out their play ship which was funded by M6 Toll operators 


A PRIMARY school near Walsall 
has received a welcome financial 
boost towards its project thanks 
to the operators of the M6 toll. 

Chase Terrace was one of the 
five successful primary schools to 
be awarded with a project grant 
of £3,000 from Midlands Express¬ 
way. The money has been used by 
the school to build an outdoor ship 
which could be used to support 
imaginative play. 

Jamie Maritza, the early years 


foundation stage leader at Chase 
Terrace, thanked Midland Ex¬ 
pressway for its generosity. 

She said: “On behalf of every¬ 
one at Chase Terrace Primary 
School we would like to say a very 
big thank you to Midland Ex¬ 
pressway. Our custom-built out¬ 
door ship entitled ‘Chase Terrace 
Explorers’ has made our outdoor 
learning environment come to 
life.” 

Colin Mabey, the direct of sys¬ 


tems and IT at Midland Express¬ 
way, said the company wishes to 
play its part ‘in nurturing and cre¬ 
ating opportunity for our young 
people’. 

He said: “Chase Terrace’s pro¬ 
ject application really captured 
our attention; the ship will help 
the children develop their gross 
motor skills and support their 
imaginative play.” Full details are 
available by visiting www.m6toll. 
co .uk/community. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Fountain voted 
town's top pub 

THE Fountain pub in Lower Forst¬ 
er Street has been voted the Walsall 
branch of the Campaign for Real Ale’s 
pub of the year. 

Runner-up was The Black Country 
Arms in High Street with The Pretty 
Bricks in John Street in third place. 

Walsall Camra members will make 
the presentation to The Fountain, 
which has been revamped by the 
town’s Backyard Brewhouse, on Feb¬ 
ruary 25 at 7.30pm. 

The presentation to the Black 
Country Arms is on February 18 and 
to the Pretty Bricks on February 11. 

Delay in repairs 
to Wright statue 

WORK to repair the Billy Wright stat¬ 
ue which was damaged after being hit 
by a car will not start for at least a 
month. The full extent of the damage 
has still to be assessed and the repairs 
approved by the insurers before the 
work can begin, Wolves said. 

The publicly-funded £50,000 monu¬ 
ment to the England and Wolves giant 
stands outside Molineux. A car col¬ 
lided with the statue in the early hours 
of Sunday January 15. A 30-year-old 
man has been bailed on suspicion of 
dangerous driving and drink-driving 
in relation to the incident. 

Police plea after 
goods are found 

BURGLARY victims are asked to 
contact police after stolen items were 
found. 

Police officers have traced a signifi¬ 
cant amount of goods. 

They are believed to have been 
taken in house burglaries, shed and 
garage break-ins and from vehicles. 

The items could have come from the 
Lichfield, Burntwood, Cannock or sur¬ 
rounding areas. 

Contact Pc Simon Lawrence for de¬ 
tails on 101. 

nips backing move 
for a greener UK 

MORE than 170 MPs - including two 
from the Black Country and one from 
Staffordshire - have signed a petition 
calling for a greener UK. 

Walsall South MP Valerie Vaz, Dud¬ 
ley South MP Mike Wood and Stafford 
MP Jeremy Lefroy have added their 
names to the campaign. 

The petition calls on the Govern¬ 
ment to make the UK a world leader 
on the environment by committing to 
match or exceed current environmen¬ 
tal, wildlife and habitat protections. 

Group offers help 

A HELP group for people with eating 
problems is seeking new members. 

The Over eaters Anonymous group, 
in Staffordshire, meets on Mondays 
from 7.15pm at Hayes Green Commu¬ 
nity Centre, in Cannock. 

Details via 07740 645401 or 07971 
968430. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

Has Your Double Glazing 
Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company for 
glass replacement. Issues with 
double glazing can often be 
gradual and may only be noticed 
during a clear sunny day or 
during the winter. A failed glass 
unit may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why not 
spend a few minutes checking 
your home to see if you have any 


failed double glazing? 

If you act now you can avoid 
these problems. 

Now, you may think you need to 
replace the whole window including 
the frames and all the hardware, 
however Cloudy2Clear have come 
up with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the glass!! 

If you see condensation in your 
windows just visit our website or 
give us a call on 0800 61 21 118. 

We will send out our highly 


experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote 
is completed, we will sit 
down with you and explain 
the problem and tell you how 
we can fix it. With years of 
experience Cloudy2Clear have 
a wealth of knowledge and are 
recognised as a Which Trusted 
Trader, plus our work is backed 


by an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local Cloudy2Clear 
specialist is Brian Stanley and he 
services Walsall & the surrounding 
areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118. 


66 

- v 

Cloudy2Clear 

79 

GUARANTEE All 

Customers That An 


Average Quote Will 

Take No Longer 
Than 20 MINS!!! 


9 ? 



Cloudy2Clear Windows... 
Service With A Smile! 



Broken Or Damaged Windows? Faulty Locks, Handles, Hinges? f *0 
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Sweet man 
who put 
his town 
on the map 

YOU would need a heart of stone not to 
laugh at Amber Rudd’s speech to the 
Conservative Party conference in Bir¬ 
mingham last year being recorded by 
West Midlands Police as a ‘hate incident’. 

Apparently, a professor of physics 
called Joshua Silver - sounds more like 
he should be in Pirates of the Caribbe¬ 
an to me - took offence at something the 
Home Secretary said and called the po¬ 
lice. He hadn’t actually heard the speech, 
but we don’t what little details like that to 
get in the way of a bit of pompous virtue 
signalling, do we? 

Anyway, the good news is that the 
crime rate is obviously so low in the West 
Midlands that the Old Bill found time 
to investigate. They concluded that no 
crime had been committed, which you 
might think might would be the end of the 
matter, but in the strange world of “hate” 
legislation it is never that simple. If you’re 
found guilty it’s a crime, but if you’re in¬ 
nocent it is recorded as a “hate incident”. 

This sort of thing would normally make 
me livid. But this is the Home Secretary, 
the figurehead for the establishment 
which created all this nonsense. Poet¬ 
ic justice is the phrase which springs to 
mind. 


BY the way, the definition of “hate 
crimes” on a poster in my local library in¬ 
cludes “anything that is offensive to your 
family.” I take it mother-in-law jokes are 
out, then? 

■ ■■ 

MANY people in the Black Country will 
be saddened to hear of the death of Dud¬ 
ley confectioner Ted Gray, aged 81. 

Ted, who worked full time until the 
age of 76, was one of the old school, a 
type of businessman you rarely find to¬ 
day. A small, quietly spoken man with a 
proper Black Country accent, he never 
had any big ambitions or grandiose ex¬ 
pansion plans, he just liked sweets and 
wanted to carry on his family tradition. 
His tiny, beautifully chaotic office was 
stacked high with precarious piles of pa¬ 
per, the walls festooned with sepia pic¬ 
tures chronicling the company’s history. 
He lived within walking distance of the 
factory. 

As a journalist, I remember feeling a 
sense of frustration at this modest, un¬ 
assuming man’s reluctance to deliver any 
boastful soundbites that would make my 
job easier. Teddy Gray’s shops were sell¬ 
ing the classic sweets in jars long before 
it became fashionable, and even today 
there is something unmistakably welcom¬ 
ing about them that the new pretenders 
can’t quite emulate. 

It is often hard to explain to outsiders 
what makes the Black Country special, 
but this unassuming little man had it in 
spades. 

World famous in Dudley, that’s what he 
was. A proper Black Country mon who 
wouldn’t have had it any other way. 



Baroness Heyhoe Flint collects her QBE in 2008 With her friend and former Wolves and England boss Graham Taylor 


Heyhoe Flint in the World Cup winning year of 73 


City ambassador and 
a sporting trailblazer 


As tributes are paid following 
the death of Baroness Heyhoe 
Flint, HEATHER LARGE looks 
back on her life and legacy 

SHE was known for being a proud 
Wulfrunian with a heart of gold and 
a trailblazer for women’s sport. 

But to her beloved football club, Bar¬ 
oness Heyhoe Flint will always be “Our 
Rachael - warm, witty, hugely competent 
and irreplaceable.” 

As Wolves mourn the loss of their vice-pres¬ 
ident tributes have flooded in from the world 
of sport for one of England’s finest female 
cricketers. And there was an outpouring of 
grief from across Wolverhampton - the city 
she loved and called home. 

Her son Ben says Wolverhampton and 
Wolves meant everything to the 77-year-old. 

“She, the club and the city were intrinsically 
linked,” he said. 

Gruelling 

Baroness Heyhoe Flint was still a familiar 
and much-loved face at Molineux up until her 
recent illness. She was a proud supporter of 
the club in continuing to take a keen interest 
in Wolves’ charity and community work de¬ 
spite her own gruelling schedule. 

“She went to every game when she was a 
director, home and away, rain or sleet, bottom 
of the table or top of the table. For 30 years it 
was the mainstay of her life,” added Ben. 

Wolves club secretary Richard Skirrow said: 
“We have lost a really special lady. I’ve known 
her well for over 20 years. You felt you knew 
her well from the first meeting as she was such 
a warm and engaging person. Rachael was a 
bundle of energy; tireless, always on the move 
and always, it seemed, happy. 

“Her many achievements will be well docu¬ 
mented and for her charity fundraising alone 
she should perhaps have been more highly 
decorated but, at Wolves, she’ll just always be 
“our Rachael” - warm, witty, hugely compe¬ 
tent and irreplaceable.” 



At the Molineux home of her beloved Wolves, where she served as vice president 


Born on June 11 1939 to PE teachers Roma 
Crocker and Geoffrey Heyhoe, the former Wol¬ 
verhampton Girls High School pupil excelled 
at sport from an early age and later taught PE. 

She went on to play a pivotal role in devel¬ 
oping women’s cricket, captaining England 
during a career which spanned two decades, 
and leading her country to victory in the 1973 
World Cup. 

During her first House of Lords speech 
in 2011, she said: “My challenges in sport 
began with garden cricket aged seven with my 
brother and his friends. 

“I wasn’t allowed to bat for three years be¬ 
cause girls don’t play cricket. When I did even¬ 
tually get to bat, the boys couldn’t get me out 
for three days, so in the middle of June they 
decided it was the football season.” 

It was while playing cricket that she became 
friends with Sir Jack Hayward when he spon¬ 


sored the women’s team in 1970. Years later 
she still credited him with playing a major role 
in providing her with the platform to make a 
name for herself. 

Baroness Heyhoe Flint became the first 
woman to be admitted to the MCC when her 
playing career ended and in 2004 she became 
the first woman elected to the full commit¬ 
tee. She later became the first woman to be 
inducted into the International Cricket Coun¬ 
cil’s Hall of Fame. 

Ben added: “Women’s cricket was an un¬ 
known sport then, and under-funded, which is 
where her wonderful friendship with Sir Jack 
Hayward started. There was a lot of bigotry in 
sport then and she faced real barriers. But she 
was a trailblazer. 

“She applied to the MCC under the radar 
as R.Flint. As the MCC started to process her 
application they thought she was a bloke. 


“They suddenly realised there was a woman 
applying. The MCC held a referendum on fe¬ 
male members and after a second referendum 
it got through. 

“I was there the day the vote was passed 
at Lords, it was just amazing. She has been a 
great role model.” 

Later Baroness Heyhoe Flint became a suc¬ 
cessful journalist - working for the Express & 
Star and as sports editor on the Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Chronicle - and an award-winning after 
dinner speaker. 

After Sir Jack took over Wolves in 1990, Bar¬ 
oness Heyhoe Flint became heavily involved in 
the club’s public relations department, From 
1997 to 2003 she served as a director at Sir 
Jack’s request, later being made a vice-pres¬ 
ident. 

She was President of the Lady Taverners 
from 2001 to 2011 and a Deputy Lieutenant 
of the West Midlands. In 2008 she received her 
OBE from the Prince of Wales and two years 
later was inducted into the ICC Cricket Hall 
of Fame. 

Honoured 

In 2011 she was honoured by her home city 
by being granted the Freedom of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton. She was also inducted into Wolverhamp¬ 
ton’s Sporting Hall of Fame. 

Ben said: “A lot of people had wonderful 
things to say about her over the years but to 
me she was just mum. She was a great person, 
a legend in terms of the simple things like her 
sportsmanship and the love of her family. 

“She was just a giving person, always think¬ 
ing about other people, not herself. It was 
almost impossible for me to keep track of 
everything she was doing.” 

Huge crowds are expected at Baroness Hey¬ 
hoe Flint’s funeral on February 8. A funeral 
cortege will leave Molineux at 2pm and make 
its way to St Peter’s Church. Some fans will be 
able to attend church, but via a ballot. Num¬ 
bers will be limited due to the amount of peo¬ 
ple expected to pay their respects. 

To apply for a place, email fans@wolves. 
co.uk with Rachael Heyhoe Flint in the sub¬ 
ject line, and include a name, address and sup¬ 
porter number. It will be family flowers only 
at the funeral. 


MASSIVE NEW YEAR SAVINGS IN 



SMb am Qiimstnns 




Rise & Recliner Chairs 
all in store for same 
day delivery 

Walk-in-Baths on show 


Stairlifts 
from £935 

Same day fitting available, 

NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED 
ON STRAIGHT LIFTS 


BjdE&MW 
OSZfe©© 


FREE insurance plus 
first service FREE 
with any new scooter 


_ _ Daily Living Aids and a 

From £4991 



8 Norton Road, Pelsall, Walsall WS3 4AY email: bestcaremobility@gmail.com 



SERVICE & REPAIRS YOU CAN TRUST | 
APPROVED BY MOTORCODES 


www.UNIPARTWALSALL.co.uk 


llnterim Service & MOT £89 



MOT WHILE U WAITC9R 

FREE RE-TEST 



FULL ANNUAL AND £4 Of) 

WARRANTY SERVICE FROM ** ■ 

- 

i i 

DIAGNOSTICS AND WARNING LAMP FAULTS 


M0T0RH0ME SERVICE AND MOT 


(©) 

Brakes Clutches Exhausts Cambelt Air Con 


EXPRESS MOTORISTS CENTRE 

146 Bridgeman Street, Walsall WS2 9PG 

(01922)632018 — 






























































Appalling persecution of the sick and disabled 


AS someone who has cared for my se¬ 
verely disabled wife for some 30 years, 
I am appalled at the continued lack 
of consideration and financial perse¬ 
cution of the sick and disabled in this 
country by this and previous govern¬ 
ments. 

Prior to the recent festive season I 
issued a letter to the press emphasis¬ 
ing once again, grave concern as to 
the fact that sick and vulnerable peo¬ 
ple in this country were being put at 
risk, as the result of the serious lack 
of investment and within days, two 
people had lost their lives in the same 


hospital as a result of unacceptable 
delays in their treatment, but which 
I must emphasise was no reflection 
on the hard working staff. Meanwhile, 
Theresa May and Jeremy Hunt choose 
to blatantly turn their backs on this 
frightening situation, responding with 
fatuous statements that infer ‘nothing 
is wrong’. Could this apparent lack of 
concern and or awareness be due to 
the fact that they are unlikely to ever 
be faced with such critical situations 
themselves? 

These people need to get out more 
and get a handle on what is happening 


out in the real world, where the rest 
of us live. 

How long will it be before someone 
in Government faces up to the truth 
and refrains from using sick and vul¬ 
nerable people as easy targets from 
whom investment can continue to be 
withheld? Are they so dispensable that 
Government consider a railway line 
that very few are interested in and or 
foreign aid paid to countries who often 
can’t justify it, are a greater priority 
than the most vulnerable and needy? 

ALLAN KYTE 

Great Wyrley 


Tribute to 
Graham was 
the best yet 

I READ your tribute to Gra¬ 
ham Taylor in the Walsall 
Chronicle this evening. 

Like you I was at Goodi- 
son Park for his farewell in 
1990 and a similar age. 

I remember the glorious 
sunshine. 

I remember us all sing¬ 
ing Graham Taylor’s Claret 
and Blue Army through half 
time and continuing until 
we equalised. I remember a 
great game of football which 
summed up the season of 
being so close but ultimately 
falling short. 

But mostly I remember 
staying after the final whis¬ 
tle, not because we had to 
as we so often did in those 
days, but because we wanted 
to say goodbye to Graham 
Taylor. And singing the 
song until he appeared. 

I have reminisced about 
that moment with my Dad 
this week and it remains 
one of my greatest football 
memories too. 

I was shocked last week 
when I heard of Graham’s 
passing. I have told my 
Villa-loving son that Gra- 
hamTaylor was important 
because he saved our foot¬ 
ball club. 

So I just wanted to say 
thank you for your tribute. 
It is the best one I have read 
and has moved me again. 

JAMES WITHERS 

Aldridge 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Walsall Chronicle, 

Chronicle Editorial, walsall.chron@ 

51 -53 Queen Street expressandstar.co.uk 

Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Carry on the fight to 
save Streetly library 


I WAS heartened by the report of the campaign to save 
Streetly Library from Walsall Council’s slash-and-burn 
policies. Streetly is a wonderful library. It would be devas¬ 
tating if the library were closed, and all credit to Stan Zetie 
and other residents who are trying to keep it open. 

It is beyond shocking that the council is trying to close 
all Walsall’s 15 branch libraries, destroying this important 
community service and flogging off public capital assets 
built up over many generations. 

The council has launched a bogus ‘consultation’ on which 
of three ways should be chosen to cut the libraries budget 
by three-quarters: to close 15 of the 16 libraries; or to close 

II of the 16 libraries; or to find the three-quarters saving in 
some other way - with no justification for ‘picking on’ the 
libraries budget in this extraordinary way. 

The council’s plans are of doubtful legality. In provid¬ 
ing ‘a comprehensive and efficient library service’, local 
authorities must ‘have regard to encouraging both adults 
and children to make full use of the library service’ (Public 
Libraries and Museums Act 1964, section 7(2)(b)). Anyone 
who thinks reducing the library service to a single ‘hub’ at 
Lichfield Street (or even five ‘hubs’) will ‘encourage’ adults 
or children to use the service needs their head examining. 

There is a lot of difference between volunteers helping to 
provide an extra-special service, and volunteers attempting 
to run the place themselves by taking the jobs of skilled, 
hard-working library staff - and then finding themselves 
forced to put up the money to continually replace worn and 
outdated books. 

CHRIS BRAMALL 
Stourbridge 


Not a new 
problem 
of parking 

I READ with interest in the 
Express & Star (Monday, 
January 7) about Walsall 
Council and councillor con¬ 
cerns regarding a cash ma¬ 
chine which they want re¬ 
moved from West Bromwich 
Street in Caldmore, as it is 
causing ‘pedestrian safety 
and traffic flow issues’. 

Why is it after 10 years 
they now mention vehicles 
parking by the cash ma¬ 
chine on West Bromwich 
Street when these problems 
have been there at the same 
location outside shops and 
businesses? 

Why have they failed to 
install these bollards as 
requested for many years? 
In fact, way back in 2011 1 
complained regarding the 
same problems at this same 
location on West Bromwich 
Street. 

My complaint was printed 
in a newspaper article at 
that time and there was 
even a picture accompany¬ 
ing the article of a vehicle 
parked on West Bromwich 
Street showing what trou¬ 
ble this causes in terms of 
pedestrian and traffic flow. 

You really have to ques¬ 
tion why nothing was done 
over the many years to ad¬ 
dress and stop this ongoing 
problem. 

ARJUN CHAND 

Community Volunteer 
Caldmore & Palfrey 




Professional, Personal & Local 


"LOW PRICES & EXPERT SERVICE" 


STAIRLIFTS 
RENT FOR £1O/wk* 

Rapid fitting 



New Stairlifts 

Wn 


£995 



01922 23 25 27 

105 Green Lane, Leamore. WS3 2BN 50 High Street, Brownhills. WS8 6EL 

*Subject to survey, installation charge and minimum rental period 



CASTlfE? 

WINDOWS 


9.8 OUT OF 10 

d rWifi I Wild 11 AW 


URVEY 

s trade.com 

Where reputation matters 


ICI 


* 


FREEPHONE 0800 0355581 


30 years' experience of manufacturing high 
quality pvcu windows and door products 

Email: info@castlewindowswalsall.co.uk www.castlewindowswalsall.co.uk Fac i ory _' ope ™ ng hou _ rs 


(Authorised and regulated by the financial Conduct Authority) 


8 - 5pm Mon to Fri 



Have you always wanted the kitchen of your dreams, but can t quite 
justify paying the expensive price tag that comes with it? 

Now you can by just swapping the doors and worktops. 

Trusted reputation 
FREE estimating & planning 

Huge choice of worktops, doors, appliances, sinks & taps 

DREAM DOORS’ 


NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 

Call today for a FREE estimate: 01922 896241 

Visit our showroom: 14 Beacon Buildings, Leighswood Road, 
proud members o f Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8AA u 
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Topside/Silverside 
Rib eye streak 
Rump steak 
Sirloin steak 

Take 5lb in Weight for £15 

Whole boneless loin pork £1.29 lb 
Whole legs lamb £9.99 each 
5kg chicken fillet £18 
Full selection of other meats at 
greatly reduced prices 


Edmund Howdle 

Quality meat 

est. 193^ 


igh Streety Clayhanger, Brownhills WS8 7EA 

Teh 01543 375046 / 377625 

All Major Debit & Credit Cards Accepted 

Visit www.ed mund howdle.co.uk for a full price list & offers 

Sfi Like us on Facebook 


FIRESIDE FACTORY 



DON'T MISS THESE 

AMAZING SALE PRICES 

CALL FIRESIDE FACTORY NOW! 


LOWEST 

PRICES! 

SEE OVER 100 FIREPLACES 
WITH CAS & ELECTRIC 
FIRES ON DI5PLAY - ALL AT 
THE LOWEST PRICES 


AVAILABLE IN 
EVERY STYLE 


WOOD " 
BURNING 
STOVES 

FITTED FROM 

£1800 


SELECTED MARBLE from 
SURROUNDS only 


£199 


FIREPLACES & STOVES FROM LEADING MANUFACTURERS • FREE SURVEYS • FREE DELIVERY • EXPERT FITTING 


fireside 


1st Floor, Units 6 &7 
Norton Canes Business Park, 

Norton Green Lane, Norton Canes WS11 9SS 

Tel: 01543 277366 

www.firesidefactory.webs.com 


OPENING HOURS 


Tuesday - Friday 9am-5pm 
Sat10am-4pm 

Sunday and Monday - CLOSED 


- M6 TOLL ROAD = = 



All systems go for work 
to bring in Metro route 



Workers clear overgrowth on land which is set to become part of the Metro 


WORK has begun to clear 
overgrowth from a derelict 
railway line which will be¬ 
come a new route for Mid¬ 
land Metro tram service. 

The new route will be built be¬ 
tween Wednesbury and Brierley 
Hill on the former South Stafford¬ 
shire Railway line - which closed 
to passengers in the 1960s. 

Workers - subcontracted out by 
Midland Metro Alliance - have been 
clearing the tracks of plants and trees 
so structural and environmental sur¬ 
veys can be carried out. 

Community leaders said the devel¬ 
opment will create ‘huge opportuni¬ 
ties’ for jobs and tourism in the area. 

The railway line, which saw trains 
stop running in the 1980s, will offer 
new rail service to parts of the Black 
Country that currently don’t have one. 

Passengers 

The route will run from the Wa¬ 
terfront in Brierley Hill, passed Dud¬ 
ley Castle, and to Wednesbury Great 
Western Street. 

MMA, who are working on behalf of 
the West Midlands Combined Author¬ 
ity, expect work on the route to begin 
in 2019 and be open for passengers by 
2023. 

The cost of the project is not known 
yet. MMA will have to submit a busi¬ 
ness case to the Department for 
Communities and Local Government 
before it can find out. 

Funds will be paid by the Govern¬ 
ment and those delivered to the West 
Midlands Combined Authority. 

Councillor Khurshid Ahmed, cabinet 
member for regeneration and enter¬ 
prise for Dudley Council, said: “We’ve 
been working hard with partners to 
make this project happen as we are set 
to benefit significantly when the Metro 
rolls in. The improved transport links 


will create huge opportunities for jobs 
and tourism in the area. 

“Therefore it’s great to see the pro¬ 
ject moving in the right direction and a 
commitment from all involved.” 

Alejandro Moreno, MMA Director, 
said: “We are very excited to begin 
work on this key route but before we 
can begin construction, we do need to 
carry out some preparatory work in 
order to decide what further works are 
required to prepare for construction.” 

Stuart Everton, Black Country Di¬ 
rector of Transport, added: “The start 
of construction of the line between 
Wednesbury and Brierley Hill is excel¬ 


lent news for the local economy, and 
will provide a significant boost to our 
regeneration plans for the region. 

“It will also provide benefits to res¬ 
idents across the region by making it 
easier for them to get to jobs, and the 
national and international rail net¬ 
work.” 

The WMCA believe the business 
case will be strong as it will have 
economic benefits and boost jobs and 
transport links. 

In the long term, the authority says 
it will provide a direct link to the up¬ 
coming HS2 high speed rail and Bir¬ 
mingham Airport. 
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Ex-headmistress 
marks her century 



Dorothea Lawrence, with her carer Mandy Catchpole 

A FORMER school headmistress from the Black Country 
has celebrated her 100th birthday - and still enjoys a trip 
to the pub. Wednesbury woman Dorothea Lawrence, who 
was the headmistress at Hockley Heath Primary School for 
30 years, has lived in the same house all her life. 

On receiving a card from the Queen for her birthday, 
Dorothea said: “I was very thrilled with it.” 

Dorothea, who has never married or had children, has 
carers visit her home four times a day. Mandy Catchpole, 
who is one of her carers, said: “She worked at Hockley 
Heath for 30 years and she loved her job. She does a lot of 
reading, knitting and enjoys poetry. On Friday we will ei¬ 
ther go to Boundary Mill (on Junction 10 retail park, Bent¬ 
ley Mill way) or the pub - that is her day out.” 

Dorothea was visited by her friends on her birthday and 
had a cake made for her at the Boundary Mill store. “She 
has never got married and only has godchildren but she 
had around 40 birthday cards so she has a lot of friends and 
people who care about her,” added Mandy. 

New Year's 
Day crash 
woman in 
drive ban 


A MOTHER who was more than twice the 
drink-drive limit crashed her car into a ditch 
on the way to pick up her young daughter on 
New Year’s Day. 

Walsall woman Dawn Howitt, aged 42, had drank 
gin and tonic on Saturday, December 31, at a friend’s 
house party, a court heard. 

The school worker from D» f Po»<| hpl/cnn 
Hillside Crescent, Pelsall, Pf JaCKSOIl 
walked home and fell asleep 
only to wake up wondering 
where her seven-year-old 
daughter was - forgetting 
she had arranged for her to 
stay over at the house. 

On her way back to the 
address Howitt’s Suzuki 
Vitara crashed into street 
signs and bollards on Ches¬ 
ter Road, Stonnall before 
resting in a ditch. Residents 
heard the crash and called 
police who attended and 
quizzed Howitt. She admit¬ 
ted being the driver of the 
vehicle and recorded a posi¬ 
tive roadside breath test. 

At the police station the 
proportion of alcohol in her 
breath was recorded as 92 
microgrammes in 100 milli¬ 
litres - the legal limit is 35. 

Magistrates sitting in 
Cannock, banned Howitt 
from driving for two years. 

Stephen Lee, defending, 
said: “Ms Howitt has no pre¬ 
vious convictions and has 
never had a single point or 


endorsement on her licence. 

“She has gone to a New 
Year’s Eve party, she is a 
single mother, has gone 
with her seven-year-old 
daughter. She arranged for 
a taxi to pick them up but 
the taxi did not turn up. 
She got home and went to 
bed but woke up sometime 
later, she was obviously still 
intoxicated and had forgot¬ 
ten what had happened.” 

Howitt pleaded guilty to 
a charge of driving a motor 
vehicle while alcohol was 
above the legal limit. 

Mr Lee added: “This is 
completely out of character. 
She works in a school for 
children with special educa¬ 
tional needs which is quite 
a responsible job. She is 
utterly ashamed as to what 
has happened.” 

Howitt was also fined 
£196 and ordered to pay 
£135 in court costs as well 
as a £30 victim surcharge. 


We will beat any like for like quote. 


FULL REPAIR 
SERVICE 
AVAILABLE, 
CALL FOR 
MORE 
DETAILS 



ESTABLISHED 25 YEARS 




‘All doors are priced from and based on door sizes 7’ wide x T or 6’ 6” high. All prices include VAT 



Open: Monday-Friday 9 am-5 pm, Saturday 10 am-3 pm 


email: stsgaragedoors@live.com www.stsgaragedoors.co.uk 

Cannock: Walsall: 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM: UNIT 2,EXCHANGE BUSINESS ESTATE, 
OFF CROSS STREET, BRIDGT0WN, CANNOCK WS11 0BW 


www.suddz.co.uk 


Call now for a , no obligation quote: 01543 379670 


c^Sddz /bathrooms & /kitchens 


Units 2/3, Smarts Business Park, Chase Road, Brownhills,WS8 6JN 

Opening Hours - Mon, Weds, Thurs and Fri 9am-5pm, Tues I0am-3pm, Sat I Oam - 4pm 


*Terms & 
Conditions Apply 



& Blinds 



CRUNCH 

SALE 

NOWON 

Bedroom Carpets supplied 
and fitted from £ 95.00 


Bathroom Vinyl supplied 
and fitted from £ 59.00 


Kitchen Vinyl supplied 
and fitted from £ 89.00 


Lounge Carpet supplied 
and fitted from £ 145.00 


3 Vertical Blinds supplied 
and fitted from £ 120.00 



Willenhall, WV12 4JQ 

Tel/Fax: 01902 606026 

Green Lane, Walsall WS2 8LE 

Tel/Fax: 01922 634555 

Aldridge,Walsall WS9 8AA 

Tel/Fax: 01922 452626 

Hednesford, Staffs WS12 1DW 

Tel/Fax: 01543 879500 
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Walsall 

Unit I 7-19 Victorian 
Arcade WS I IRE 

01922 279927 


Gas & Electrical Superstore 

OTHER BRANCHES IN 

Birmingham Dudley Erdington 

Upper Trinity Street Pear Tree Lane I-41 Sutton Road 

Birmingham B9 4EG Dudley DY2 OQU Erdington B23 6QH Opening Times 

0121 773 6361 01384 571 879 0121 448 0202 Monday - Saturday 9am - 5.30pm 

Extended guarantee available • At least 12 months guarantee • Local delivery & installation • Sirius Retailer of theYear 2012 


A ini Borshchelectric www.borshchelectric.co.uk 




Historical sex offences 
unit probes 300 cases 


rs 



Officers from West Midlands Police’s historical sex offences unit 


A SPECIALIST police team 
established to investigate 
historical sex offences dealt 
with almost 300 cases in its 
first year - securing justice 
for survivors who suffered 
abuse up to 50 years ago. 

West Midlands Police’s histori¬ 
cal sex offences unit was created 
in December 2015 in response to 
a surge in the number of people 
breaking their silence over abuse 
they suffered in the past. 

It’s an increase attributed to the 
‘Savile-effect’ - with survivors speak¬ 
ing out as a result of the high-pro¬ 
file Jimmy Savile enquiry - but also 
encouraged by prosecutions secured 
against sex fiends who thought 
they had escaped punishment for 
their crimes. Last year the Birming¬ 
ham-based team - consisting of seven 
specially-trained investigators - re¬ 
ceived a total of 262 reports of historic 
sex offences. 

Indecent 

Around 150 of those remain live en¬ 
quiries - with 11 listed for trial this 
year and the same number with pros¬ 
ecutors awaiting a charging decision 
- but several have already resulted in 
convictions. 

Two notable cases from 2016 saw 
the team secure a 15-year prison sen¬ 
tence against a man who carried out a 
series of rapes on a victim in the late 
1970s, plus a man jailed for six years 
for indecent assaults dating back to 
the mid-1960s. 

The team also led on the investiga¬ 
tion into 101-year-old Ralph Clarke 
who became the oldest person in UK 
legal history to be convicted of a crim¬ 
inal offence when he was given a 13- 
year jail term for assaulting children 
in the 1970s and 1980s. 

Sgt Ruth Boddy said: “In the second 


half of 2016, cases we’d taken to court 
resulted in offenders being collectively 
handed prison sentences totalling al¬ 
most 70 years - and we have two sen¬ 
tencing hearings this month which we 
expect will significantly add to that 
tally. These are people who have been 
living with the emotional and psycho¬ 
logical scars of these offences for years 
and in some cases decades. 

“Many have told us they didn’t 
speak out because they suspected po¬ 
lice would be powerless to act because 
they were abused so long ago. 

“But we’ve proved we can put com¬ 
pelling evidence before juries and se¬ 
cure convictions - and as a result more 
and more victims are putting their 
trust in us and disclosing offences.” 

The team - believed to be one of only 


two such specialist units in UK polic¬ 
ing - deals with cases where offences 
are alleged to have taken place more 
than 12 months ago and where the 
complainants are aged over 18. 

Reporting of historical sex offences 
in the West Midlands rose by 25 per 
cent in 2016 compared to the previ¬ 
ous 12 months and now account for 
around a third of all the serious adult 
sex crimes investigated by the force. 

Det Insp Ian Ingram, who oversees 
the team, said: “No-one should suffer 
in silence and I’d urge anyone who’s 
experienced abuse or sexual offences, 
no matter how long ago, to get in touch 
so we can get justice for them.” To 
contact the historical sex offences unit 
call the force’s public protection unit 
at Perry Barr police station on 101. 





/ FITTING SERVICE 
/METAL, TIMBER, GRP, UPVC 
/MADE TO MEASURE 

/ ALL MAJOR MANUFACTURERS AVAILABLE 

Showroom Opening times: 

Mon-Fri: 9.00am-5.00pm Sat: 10.00am-4.00pm 

(all other times by appointment) 

WALSALL GARDEN CENTRE 

Sutton Road, Walsall WS9 0QH 


INC*Not in conjunction with any other offer. *Based on a 7 x 7ft Garage Door. *Fitting Charges apply. 
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Peru mission for 
teenager Lauren 



Lauren Bradley, from Temple Meadows Road, 
West Bromwich, gets ready 

A 17-YEAR-OLD is preparing for a once in a lifetime trip 
to Peru to help with Amazon rainforest conservation work 
and the building of a school. 

Lauren Bradley from West Bromwich has always 
dreamed of taking part in such an expedition, and was de¬ 
lighted to discover that she had secured a place with organ¬ 
isers Camps International. 

The sixth former is the only student from Ormiston 
Forge Academy in Cradley Heath to secure a place this 
year, ahead of the trip in July. As well as doing her bit to 
help the locals, Lauren’s four weeks in Peru will include 
a three day trek to Machu Picchu, enabling her to really 
take in the stunning landscape and history of the country. 

Before she can go, Lauren needs to raise £4,000, half of 
which she has managed to gather together already, and the 
other half she is hoping to collect through sales of dough¬ 
nuts and cakes at school and All Saints Church. “I’m really 
excited. Ever since I was small I wanted to do something 
like this, to go abroad and help others. I would like to see 
what it is like in a different community,” she said. 


Rising crime 
a wake-up 
call, says 
police chief 


CRIME is on the increase in the West Mid¬ 
lands, according to new figures which show 
a rising number of burglaries, sexual offenc¬ 
es and violence. 

The number of recorded crimes in the region rose 
nine per cent to 194,550 in the year up to September 


last year. Out of those, 46 
against a person - a 20 
per cent increase. 

Burglaries rose by 18 per 
cent to 22,997 and sexual 
offences increased by 13 per 
cent to 4,638 offences. 

But the number of thefts 
decreased by four per cent 
to 94,331 and drug offences 
fell six per cent to 5,364. 

West Midlands Police 
Police and Crime Commis¬ 
sioner David Jamieson said 
the region’s figures showed 
crime is ‘changing and not 
falling’ and should act as 
a ‘wake-up call to the gov¬ 
ernment’. He said this was 
partly down to an increase 
in cyber crime, although the 
figures did not break down 
the number of cyber crimes 
in the West Midlands. 

Nationally, there were 3.6 
million fraud cases and two 
million computer misuse of¬ 
fences in the same period. It 
is the first time these have 


,842 offences were violence 

By Nathan Briant 

been recorded in released 
figures. Mr Jamieson said: 
“These statistics should be 
a wake-up call to the govern¬ 
ment. They show once again 
that crime is changing. 

“West Midlands Police is 
facing more complex threats 
than ever before and should 
receive the resources it 
needs to deal with those 
threats. Instead of which 
next year’s budget will be 
cut by a further £6 million 
on top of the £130 million 
already lost since 2010.” 

Staff numbers in the force 
have been slashed by a 23.6 
per cent since April 2010. 

Mr Jamieson added: “We 
are seeing crimes such as 
sexual offences, cyber crime 
and fraud rise in prevalence 
and they require much more 
intensive police work than 
‘traditional’ crimes.” 
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Four great leisure centres 


Choose your package: 


All inclusive membership 


> per month includes swimming, gym, classes and health suite 


£15 per month for swimming and gym (restricted access to gyms between 
5-8pm Monday to Friday) 


Restrictions do not apply at Walsall Gala, Darlaston Pool or specialist sessions. 


£365 all inclusive price includes swimming, gym, classes and health suite for all 
members of the household (two adults and up to four children under 16 years) 


Children must be aged 11-15 years (14-15 years at Gala and Darlaston) to use the gym and must be accompanied by a paying adult. 
The minimum age for the health suite entry is 16 years. Age restrictions apply to classes - please see programme for details. 


Available at: 


Bloxwich Active Living Centre Darlaston Swimming Pool 


Tel: 01922 652900 


el: 01922 652255 


Oak Park Active Living Centre Walsall Gala Swimming and Fitness Centre 


el: 01922 652266 


el: 01922 653150 


www.walsall.gov.uk/leisure 




0800 088 7044 


/NEW 

BROCHURE 

For 

l.2017 


DON’T throw out 
costly cabinets 
when you can 


Classified 

Advertising 

Works! 


Granite Worktops Ltd 
Quartz Worktops 


• Made to order, with a large choice of colours 
and finishes 

• Delivery direct to home or site 

• Available to trade and retail 


Composite GRP Doors from £410.00 + VAT 


www.glideandslide.co.uk 

Visit our showroom: Unit 3, Northgate Buisness Park, Northgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8TH 


To advertise your business call 01902 319 191 


But First - Request your FREE Brochure! 
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Wo Tan 


Over 40 Styles & Colours 


iale 


Doors 

Doors 

' 4*1 IV il (t. 


Unit 1, West Bromwich Road, 
Tamebridge, Walsall WS5 4AN 
07807 371820 01922 646222 


EMAIL: INFO@GLIDEANDSLIDE.CO.UK 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE, PLEASE CALL US ON: 01543 679202 


iTransformiYour.Kitcnen 


'UDE DUDE 


See our website to view our 
full ranges and options 

www.glideandslide.co.uk 
Tel: 01543 679202 


QUALITY SLIDING DOOR SYSTEMS 


Granite & Quartz worktops at 
competitive prices 


All cutting and polishing 
services available 
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Jonn Penney, now a promotions officer for Wolverhampton council The band seen in their heyday in 1992 


FROM rock star to council 
promotions officer - Ned’s 
Atomic Dustbin frontman 
Jonn Penney is gearing up to 
tell all at the upcoming Wol¬ 
verhampton Literature Festi¬ 
val. 

Jonn will be joined at the event 
- which starts tomorrow, Friday, 
and runs until Sunday - by au¬ 
thor Martin Roach who wrote a 
book about the Stourbridge music 
scene back in the early 90s, which 
Ned’s Atomic Dustbin were part 
of. 

Their event will be entitled ‘The 
Eight-Legged Atomic Dustbin Will 
Read Itself. Jonn will be at The Slade 
Rooms on Friday, at 7pm to discuss 
his experiences. It is a free event. Jonn 
said the festival will be a Wolverhamp¬ 
ton event for Wolverhampton people. 

“The backstory is that back in 1991, 
just as my band were starting to get 
some profile, there was a lad from 
Kingswinford called Martin Roach,” 


said Jonn. “He decided he wanted 
to be an author and write about the 
Stourbridge music scene, which he 
quite rightly thought would do well. 

“He approached all three of the 
bands, but for whatever reason the 
only person to say yes right away was 
myself. So I invited him round for 


an interview and he put the book to¬ 
gether from that. 

“The book was called The 
Eight-Legged Atomic Dustbin Will 
Eat Itself - from Pop Will Eat Itself, 
Ned’s Atomic Dustbin and The Won¬ 
der Stuff’s debut album The Eight 
Legged Groove Machine. 


“He then went up and down the 
country on his own to sell his book 
to record shops etc. And he went on 
to sell lots of copies. From there, he 
started up publishing firm Independ¬ 
ent Music Press. 

“Martin and I have got a lot in com¬ 
mon. It’s all about being independent. 


We stuck to our guns and did things 
the way we wanted to do them.” He 
added that the Slade Rooms show will 
be the two of them asking each other 
questions which they would have liked 
to have been asked in their heyday. 

“If people turn up, it will be because 
they want to know more about Mar¬ 
tin and I,” said Jonn. Those attending 
may not be aware of some of Martin 
Roach’s work, as he is now a ghost 
writer, something he decided to do, as 
he dislikes being in the spotlight. 

“I have an ego and I have enjoyed 
some of that adoration. Martin, in 
contrast, doesn’t want any of it. He 
just wants to get on with it. It’s a very 
Black Country attitude, actually. And 
the Stourbridge scene had a lot of 
roots in that way of thinking.” 

Taking part in the Wolverhampton 
Literary Festival will be a huge range 
of people - from musicians, such as 
Miles Hunt, to top-selling authors 
such as Sathnam Sanghera, and co¬ 
medic figures such as Doreen Tipton. 

There’ll also be workshops, book 
readings, events with journalists and 
talks from poets. 


Households 
tighten their 
belts for 2017 

THE squeeze on household finances 
intensified at the start of 2017 as per¬ 
ceptions about price pressures hit a 
three-year high, according to an index. 

Inflation was perceived by house¬ 
holds to be at its highest in three 
years, with a further acceleration also 
predicted over the coming 12 months, 
according to the Markit Household Fi¬ 
nance Index. 

The overall reading for the index 
fell from 45.2 in December to 43.9 in 
January. Readings above 50 indicate 
households’ financial situations are 
improving, and ones below this level 
suggest they are getting worse. The 
index asks 1,500 people aged 18 to 64 
years old across Britain about their fi¬ 
nancial situation. The latest research 
took place between January 11-15. 

The survey found that with price 
pressures playing a “key role” in de¬ 
pressing financial perceptions, people’s 
appetite for making major purchases 
was close to its lowest since the start 
of 2015.Office for National Statistics 
figures showed the Consumer Price 
Index (CPI) measure of inflation hit 
1.6 per cent in December - the highest 
level in two and-a-half years. 

Economists have suggested infla¬ 
tion could move higher in the coming 
months, as rising wholesale costs for 
goods like food and fuel hit consumers. 



1 in 5 boilers 
won't make 
it this year 



Subject to T&Cs, exclusions and geographic restrictions. Standalone offer. Offer ends 31 March 2017. Boiler breakdown claim based on October 2013 uswitch 
survey. £0 for the first 3 months and then from £16.90 for the remaining 9 months when you take shield gas heating or shield gas boiler care (excluding flexi). 





FreeAds 



IT'S FREE 
IT'S EASY 

^Advertise any item FREE up to the value of £250, simply fill out the 

ADVERT DETAILS - (ONE WORD PER BOX, 12 WORDS IN TOTAL) 


Name: _ 


_ Address: 


Please send to: Classif iedAds, Express & Star, 51 -53 Queen St, Wolverhampton WV1 1ES. 


ITS ABSOLUTELY FREE 

*Private advertisers only, no guns, pets, or livestock. Limited time only 
Free adverts are published within 7 days of receipt, in-paper and online and are limited to 3 lines maximum 


Buy Local, Sell Local 
01902 317878 


ClassifiedAds 1 
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Emma Ballantine as Catherine Morland in Northanger 
Abbey, at Lichfield’s Garrick Theatre next month 


A CLASSIC Austen tale will take to the stage at a Stafford¬ 
shire theatre next month. The cast for the performance of 
the adapted novel has been announced, and Emma Bal¬ 
lantine, Eva Feiler and Jonathan Hansler led the touring 
cast with their performance of Jane Austen’s Northanger 
Abbey at the Lichfield Garrick. 

Northanger Abbey tells the story of 17-year-old Cathe¬ 
rine Morland, taken by her aunt to Bath where she be¬ 
friends Isabella Thorpe and her boorish brother, John. 

She also meets the charming but eccentric Henry Tilney 
with his sister Eleanor and works hard to get to know them 
better, but someone has other plans. 

The cast will be supported by director Karen Simpson, 
designer Dawn Allsopp, lighting designer Mark Dymock, 
composer Matt Bugg, movement director Julia Cave, pro¬ 
duction manager Andy Stubbs, deputy stage manager Sam 
Craven, and assistant stage manager Anna Jenkins. 

Northanger Abbey is playing at the Lichfield Garrick on 
Monday February 13 until Wednesday 15 at 7.30pm and on 
Wednesday 15 at 2.30pm. Tickets cost £23 stalls and boxes, 
£21 circle and £20 for students. To book 01543 412121 or 
online at www.lichfieldgarrick.com 


Nursery is 
given the 
top rating 
once more 


A BLOXWICH nursery has been rated out¬ 
standing for the second time. 

Millfields Nursery School on Lichfield Road has 
been praised by Ofsted. The nursery school, which 
moved from Stoney Lane in September 2003 and is 
now on the same site as Walsall Academy, was first 


rated outstanding in Octc 

Inspectors revisited the 
site last month and said the 
nursery ‘continues to be 
outstanding’. Ofsted praised 
the ‘outstanding quality of 
education’ in the nursery 
school, as well as its effec¬ 
tive safeguarding. 

A letter written after 
the visit on December 6, 
addressed to headteacher 
Lynne Emery, said: “The 
leadership team has main¬ 
tained the outstanding qual¬ 
ity of education in the school 
since the last inspection. 

“The parents I spoke 
with during the inspection 
were overwhelmingly pos¬ 
itive about the work of the 
school. They particularly 
commended the staff for 
helping their children to be¬ 
come self-assured individu¬ 
als. ‘It is like being at home’, 
and ‘this nursery is my first 
and only choice’ were corn¬ 


ier 2013. 

Report by Jack flver ty 

monly-held views among the 
parents. 

“At the time of the last 
inspection, senior leaders 
were asked to increase chil¬ 
dren’s independence by giv¬ 
ing them the chance to talk 
about the activities they 
have completed and would 
like to do next. 

“Children speak enthusi¬ 
astically about their learn¬ 
ing and their work and enjoy 
talking about the choice of 
activities.” The letter con¬ 
tinued: “You and the staff 
place a strong emphasis on 
making sure that children 
are safe and highlight the 
importance of this at every 
opportunity. 

“As a consequence, chil¬ 
dren know how to look after 
themselves well.” 



To arrange a FREE collection of 
furniture and other large items 
call us now on 01785 760715 


Katharine House Hospice 


@KHHospice 


Find a shop near you, visit 

www.khhospice.org.uk/shops 


Charity number 1011712 
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Build bridges plea after 
Trump's first address 

ANTI-TRUMP protesters 
across the West Midlands 
took part in a national ban¬ 
ner-drop demonstration as 
the billionaire businessman 
was inaugurated as Ameri¬ 
ca’s 45th president. 

The banners were unfurled on 
bridges to in a symbolic nod to¬ 
wards their ‘Build Bridges Not 
Walls’ message, a phrase bor¬ 
rowed from a Martin Luther King 
speech. 

Campaigners representing the Wol¬ 
verhampton and Shrewsbury Meth¬ 
odist Church met in Walsall to make 
their feelings known, while staff at a 
Stourbridge pub displayed a banner 
outside the premises. 

And in Ironbridge, demonstrators 
chose the oldest cast-iron arch bridge 
in the world to stage their protest, 
unfolding a banner and posting video 
footage on social media which was 
picked up by the American CNN tele¬ 
vision channel. 

Criticism 

In Washington and around the 
world, other demonstrations were 
being played out in a show of unity 
sparked by comments made by Donald 
Trump during his election campaign, 
widely judged to be diversary. 

The new president has provoked 
much criticism over his vow to build 
a wall along the Mexico-US border, at 
Mexico’s expense, to keep out immi¬ 
grants. 

In Walsall, protesters gathered at 
The New Art Gallery at noon and 
walked under a banner bearing the 
words ‘Walsall City of Sanctuary - 
Refugees Welcome’ to the canal bridge 
on Bridgeman Street where two stand¬ 
ards were dropped. 



Kim Fitzwarine-Smith, of Broseley, at Ironbridge with protesters 


The banners proclaimed ‘Love Con¬ 
quers Hate’ and ‘Bridges Not Walls’ in 
giant orange letters. 

Rachel Parkinson, chair of the Wol¬ 
verhampton and Shrewsbury Meth¬ 
odist Church, said: “Today was an 
important day in terms of politics and 
a change of power. 

“I wanted to send out a message of 
positive hope into the world. 

“It’s not a campaign that’s against 


anything. Instead it’s for peace.” The 
banner at Katie Fitzgerald’s pub in 
Enville Street, Stourbridge, contained 
a more substantial chunk of King’s 
speech: ‘Let us build bridges rather 
than barriers, openness rather than 
walls. 

“Rather than borders, let us look at 
distant horizons together in a spirit of 
acceptance, helpfulness, co-operation, 
peace, kindness and especially love.” 




LLANDUDNO BARGAIN BREAK 



RISBORO HOTEL 

5 Days Monday 13th February £165.00 

A 2* Family Run Hotel with Great Entertainment 
Situated just a short walk to the shops and promenade 

INCLUDES: 

• Coach Travel 

• 4 Nights Bed, Breakfast and Evening Meal 

• Evening Entertainment and “Cabaret Night in the 
Ballroom” 

• Excursion to City of Bangor 

• Excursion to Porthmadog & Betws-Y-Coed 


SCOTTISH HIGHLAND BREAK 



SALUTATION HOTEL - PERTH 

5 Days Monday 27th March £199 

Well situated in the centre in one of the country’s 
smallest cities 

INCLUDES: 

• Coach Travel 

• 4 Nights Bed, Breakfast and Evening Meal 

• 3 Complimentary Drinks Vouchers per day 

• 2 Days Soup and Sandwiches 

• 2 Days Packed Lunches 

• 2 Nights Entertainment 

• Excursion to St Andrews 

• Excursion to Crieff Visitor Centre and 
Caithness Glass 


MINI CRUISE TO AMSTERDAM 



3 Days Friday 24th March Only £79.00 

Enjoy this Taster Mini Cruise and enjoy the onboard 
entertainment, or chance your luck in the casino 

INCLUDES: 

• Coach Travel 

• Cabin Only Accommodation 
(based on bunk cabins)* 

* Upgraded cabins available 

• Free time in Amsterdam 

• Free time in Newcastle Upon Tyne 


WARNERS BREAK 

NORTON GRANGE COASTAL VILLAGE 

5 Days Monday 27th March £199 

Norton Grange has stunning views over the solent 
and charming chalet style rooms 
INCLUDES: 

• Coach Travel 

• 4 Nights Bed, Breakfast 
and Evening Meal 

• Visit to Godshill and 
Newport 

• Visit to Cowes and Ryde 

NOW PICKING UP AT WALSALL, 
DUDLEY & WOLVERHAMPTON! 

FREE HOLIDAY PARKING AT OUR DEPOT. 

CALL: 01922 211400 

CALL FOR YOUR FREE BROCHURES 
VISIT: WWW.LEONSHOLIDAYS.CO.UK 
CELEBRATING 40 YEARS 
OF COACH HOLIDAYS 

M 



DECORATORS WANTED 



scm TOPHERS 

CREATING BRIGHTER 


Could you change a child’s life? 


Foster carers welcome a child into their home and into their family. They work 
with them through challenges that many parents will never encounter - and 
experience rewards that many of us cannot imagine. 



St Christopher’s is a local charity that has been looking after young people since 
1870. We’re a small fostering agency so there’s a family feel to what we do. 

We’re looking for people to foster teenagers or sibling groups of younger children. 
You’ll need at least one spare bedroom and the time, patience and compassion to 
work with a young person on a one-to-one basis. 

Foster with us and you’ll be a valued member of a dedicated team working to 
change a child’s life. We provide full training and support and offer a competitive 
allowance of around £420 per week. 





Want to know more? Visit our website or phone a member of our team today. 


www.stchris.org.uk/fostering 0800 234 6282 

n St Christopher’s Fellowship @StChris1870 

Caring for children and young people since 1870 
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T: 01922 647 076 
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01922 711177 / SALE 
NOW 

Nation Ion 

Open 7 days per week 


BRAND NEW SOLID OAK RANGES IN! 




Oak sideboards 
from £269 



Oak Tables and 
Chairs from £299 



Oak TV Units 
from £179 



Oak bedsides 
from £75 



Oak Bookcases 
from £139 



Oak Coffee 
Tables from £145 



Oak Wardrobes 
from £399 







I 


Oak Chests 
from £199 



Oak Nests Of 
Tables from £115 



Brand New 
White Bedroom 
Furniture 


www.furniturenationxo.uk 

UNIT 3, ARROW INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
STRAIGHT ROAD, WILLENHALL 
WEST MIDLANDS WV12 5AE 



WE ARE HERE 

OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 9AM - 5PM, 


pi 


SATURDAY 9 AM-4PM 
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SUNDAY 11AM-4PM 
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Shop local 

© 


Salon and Mobile Dog Grooming Services 
for your Pampered Pet 


Citvflf 


Guilds 

Qualified 


Appointments Available 
7 days a week 

Prices from £20 

Animal First 
Aid Trained 




Telephone: 01922 495002 
Mobile: 07940 959436 
B Email: poshpaws.grooming@yahoo.com 



Bentley 



We take pride in our ability to 

provide beautiful flower arrangements 



33 Queen Elizabeth Avenue Bentley 
Walsall WS2 0BD 01922 646628 

www bentleyflorist co uk 


Willenhall 



M.P. BUTCHERS 

APPROVED QUALITY STANDARD 
BRITISH BEEF AND LAMB 2017 

ALL LOCAL MEATS 



x y 


Variety of homemade sausage 21b for £2.99 

Home cured bacon (no water) 

All our sausages and bacon are produced by hand on the premises 

SHROPSHIRE SPRING LAMB NOW AVAILABLE 
BBQ RANGE NOW AVAILABLE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION SEE OUR NEW WEBSITE AT 

www.muddypig.co.uk 


HAND RAISED PORK PIES 

Mature Scotch Beef • Free Range Poultry • Free Range Pork 



29 Cross Street, Willenhall WV13 IPG 
J Telephone 01902 606541 | 


Shop local(m) 

Walsall and Willemiall 


Furniture Nation 


Furniture Nation are a small family run 
business with their showroom and factory 
based in the West Midlands area. They have 
been trading since 1998 and selling online 
since 2001. 

They offer a made to measure service on 
pine kitchens. 

Importing an extensive range of oak and 
solid wood products to keep up with 
demands for changing designs in furniture. 
Being manufacturers they are very thorough 
in checking through the quality of the 
furniture they import. They are sure that the 
ranges they supply are the best for quality 
and price around at the moment. 


Muddy Pig Butchers 


MP Butchers has been based in Willenhall 
for over 100 years, establishing a strong link 
with the local area and its many customers 
over the years. As a third generation, family 
run business, they use all of their experience 
to create the same high quality products 
whilst providing the excellent customer 
service you expect. 

All of their meat is fresh and locally sourced. 
By supporting British meat, they can ensure 
a high level of quality is always supplied. 
They combine their excellent produce 



with traditional butchery skills, creating 
something incredibly special. 

One of their specialities are home made 
sausages manufactured on site they can 
ensure every single item they create is 
delicious. M.P. Butchers make homemade 
sausages and burgers in a variety of 
flavours. Their own dry cured bacon, cured 
and dried on the premises to ensure a fuller 
flavour, with no added water, so all you have 
in the pan is 100% bacon. They are also 
well known for supplying quality Cafes and 
Bistros around the area with their handmade 
bacon and sausages, along with top grade 
fresh meat. 


Posh Paws Grooming 


Posh Paws Grooming salon concentrates 
on professional grooming with a one to one 
service. 

I pride myself on creating a relaxed 
atmosphere for your pet to enjoy their 
pamper session. 

You can choose from a bath and dry only or 
full groom and nail clipping. 

Julie, the owner of Posh Paws says “ I 
wanted to create a grooming salon to the 
highest standard, somewhere I would be 
happy to take our family dogs” 

“I love to see my clients and feel proud 
customers trust me with their pets” 

Posh Paws Dog Grooming is a 
growing business as a result of client 
recommendations and referrals from 
satisfied clients. 

My ethos is ‘Your Pet Comes First’ and is as 
important to me as they are to you. 

New for 2017, we now offer a puppy 
introduction to grooming package at just £15 
Booking early is advisable. 


J & M FIREPLACES 


Family business, 41 years, very clean 
and professional, friendly workers, highly 
recommended 

Awards from N.FI.B.C. for quality of work 
and also awards from National Building 
Companies. We do not use subcontractors. 
We have 1000’s of satisfied customers. We 
can supply and fit almost any fire or fireplace 
you select. 

We have fitted approx 9000 fires and 
fireplaces in new build houses. We also 
complete the jobs from start to finish 
including removing the existing and 
completing any building work and plastering. 
Our package deals are unbeatable. This 
includes a top quality fire not the usual 
unheard of brands, come and see our 
selection of package deals, you will be 
pleasantly surprised. 

Senior partner John Southall, semi retired 
and son Mark is now the main man in the 
business. 


Lovebirds Bridal 


Lovebirds Bridal Boutique is a family 
business run by mother and daughter team 
Amy and Karen. 

We specialise in offering a wonderful 
experience in beautiful surroundings while 
you relax and try on as many dresses as 
you like, after all this is the start of the most 
important day in a girls life! 

We also have a range of Prom, Bridesmaid 
and Evening dresses to order in 32 colours 
and styles, from a size 6-30. 

Lovebirds also keep the mother and 
daughter link going in the form of 
dressmakers Anne and Jess from 
‘florrieanna’ who will look after all your 
alteration and bespoke needs. 



Family run business 

Opening Hours 
10.00am - 4.00pm 
Tuesday - Saturday 

We can accommodate 
out of hours 
appointments 
upon request 


Tel: 07949 386033 

4a Cross Street, Market Place, Willenhall WV13 IPG 
lovebirdswillenhall@yahoo.co.uk 



Conways 

TRADITIONAL FAMILY BUTCHER 

U T wish to thank all 
my customers new 
and old for their 
appreciation of 
top quality meat at 
Willenhall prices 
over Christmas and 
this will be my 56th 
1 year at Conways. 
We sell top quality 
X - \ cooked meat, 

dry cured bacon, 
homemade sausages, all local fresh pork, 
beef, lamb and English chicken cut just for 
you all year round. Also local free delivery 
for orders over £40. You have what you want! 

35 Market Place, Willenhall 
Tel: 01902 605716 




FIREPLACES 


Marble Fireplace with British Made gas or electric fire 
many colours to choose from 


(by Award Winning Fitters) (To Point) 

Don’t waste time shopping around Other offers available 



197 Wolverhampton Road West, Bentley, 
Walsall, WS2 0DU 
Tel: 01922 629454 

Open: 10am-4pm daily, Closes Wednesday/Sunday 
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The Courtyard 1 Riley Street 
Willenhall WV13 1RH 




























































































17 


t 1 

CHASE 

GRAMMAR SCHOOL 



For an outstanding academic education, please apply for Sixth Form and academic scholarships. 

A 

LYNCROFT HOUSE 

PREPARATORY SCHOOL 



Now Accepting children from age 2 in our term time Nursery provisions 

Childcare vouchers accepted 


Open Day on Saturday 4th February from 11 am 

2-18 independent co-educational school 
Contact the School Administrator to make an appointment to visit the school 
Chase Grammar School. Convent Close, Cannock, WS11 OUR. 

Web: www.chasegrammar.com Email: info@chasegrammar.com Telephone: 01543 501800 
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‘ARRY’S GROUND FORCE 



• Car Parks, Forecourts 

• Complete Front & Back 
Garden Landscaping 
20% discount 


• We also build extensions • Trees Lopped 

& conservatories • Quality Paving 

• Tarmac ^ • Co ts wold Stoning 

Gravelling Ornamental Walls 

All Work Carries 10 Year Guarantee 


01922 405760 / 07720 348338 

www.arrysgroundforce.co.uk 


For the Best in 

Professional 

Hairdressing... 


C buddies 

UNISEX HAIR DESIGN 


• in appointments available 
Fashion Colouring • All Types of Foils 
• and Spiral Perming 


Weddings & 
Special Occasions 

Gents & Children 
Welcome 



CONCESSION DAYS 

Tuesday & Wednesday 

Open 7.30am - 4pm 
Saturdays 


01922 620086 

16 The Victorian Arcade, Walsall, WS1 IRE 


WALSALL 

wo r 


BESPOKE FULLY 
KITCHENS 

0 \\d kitche^j 



rktops 

.Y FITTED 


Why not 
visit our 
showroom 

Family run 
business 
Est 35 years 

FREE easy 
parking 

Free design service 
» Home survey 
» All work fully guaranteed 
» Massive choice 
» Supply only of fully fitted 
» Unbelievable choice of worktops 


Mon-Fri 
9am-5.1 5pm 
Sat 9am-3pm 
Closed Sundays 


Unit 4, Portland 
Street, Walsall 

Tel: 01922641377 


The Company That Cares 


• 24 Hour Access as standard 

• CCTV Monitoring 

• Give us a call, we won’t be beaten on price; 
Station Street, Darlaston, Walsall, WS10 8BW 

Tel: 0121 526 3999 

Email: walsall@storageking.co.uk 



Stan Reynolds 

Based in Walsall, Stan Reynolds Garage was 
formed in 1962 and is a family run business. Our aim 
has always been to provide a friendly and profes¬ 
sional service, treating everyone as individuals. 

We have generations of families returning to us 
year after year, possibly making us the oldest trading 
garage in Walsall. 

We always use high quality parts and materials 
to ensure our repairs are completed to the highest 
standard possible. 

Our vast experience enables us to take on all 
makes of cars including classic repairs, mechanical, 
electrical and bodywork. 

Airy ground Force 

Arry’s Ground Force is a family run business, 
based in Walsall & has been providing quality & 
professional landscaping solutions to it’s custom¬ 
ers for nearly 40 years at realistic prices. We pride 
ourselves on the quality of our work & the ability to 
create the garden of your dreams, with the flexibility 
to adapt & adjust to the needs of the garden & you, 
the customer. A high volume of our work is created 
via customer referrals which further adds testimony 
to the standard of service we offer. Our customers 
include domestic, industrial & commercial, no job is 
too big or too small & we are constantly striving to 
maintain & improve our reputation. 

All our staff are polite & professional & always 
listen, but more importantly, all are direct employ¬ 
ees of Arry’s Ground Force, we do not use exter¬ 
nal contractors, this ensures the level of service 
& workmanship is at our high standard & through 
working hours we are always on-site, until the job is 
complete. 

Enforcing the confidence of our high quality of 
service, all work carries a 10 YEAR GUARANTEE! 
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Walsall Leisure 


Four Great Leisure Centres 

• Bloxwich Active Living Centre 

• Oak Park Active Living Centre 

• Darlaston Swimming Pool 

• Walsall Gala Swimming 
and Fitness Centre 
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Fletchers 

Cake Studio 

21/22 Stafford Street, 

Walsall WS2 8DG 

01922 635269 

** ! 
yw 

fletcherscakestudio@hotmail.com 

www.fletcherscakestudio.co.uk 

10% OFF ^ 


all 2016 Wedding Cakes on Wi ' 


production of this voucher \ 



Fletchers Cake studio 

Kerry and the team at Fletchers Cake Studio have 
over 40 years combined experience in cake decorat¬ 
ing, making them the perfect choice for everything 
from weddings to christenings. 

Fletchers Cake Studio use only the finest and 
freshest ingredients in every cake they make, ensur¬ 
ing that your cake not only looks stunning but tastes 
great too. With Fletchers Cake Studio you can enjoy 
a little slice of heaven without breaking the bank. 

This fantastic attention to detail, dedication to 
superb customer service and passion for fabulous 
cakes was recognised when Fletchers was voted as 
the best bakery in the west midlands by listeners of 
their local radio station. 

Fletchers Cake Studio use only the finest and 
freshest ingredients in every cake they make, 

customers can choose from the extensive range of 
beautifully decorated cake designs 

This fantastic attention to detail, dedication to 
superb customer service and passion for fabulous 
cakes was recognised when Fletchers was voted as 
the best bakery in the west midlands by listeners of 
their local radio station, looks stunning but tastes 
great too. 

Buddies Hair studio 

Buddies Hair Design have been providing womens 
and gents hairdressing for over 35 years and are still 
going strong as a family run business. 

Friendly & Professional 

With over 6o years combined experience between 
our friendly staff, we offer an excellent professional 
and personal service. 

Award winning stylists 

We have a team of talented people, includ¬ 
ing some award winning stylists, capable of both 
traditional and modern style and techniques in hair 
design. 

The best style products 

At Buddies Hair Design we only use the best 
and most trusted hair styling products designed 
to enhance and maintain your look. These include 
Affinage, Balmain, Goldwell, Indola, Schwarzkopf, 
and Wella. 

Coopers Crafts 

“In just a few months Coopers Crafty Corner in 
Pelsall has become the place to go if you are looking 
for a gift with a difference or to treat yourself. 

Owned and run by two sisters, Angela and 
Amanda, you are sure of a friendly welcome and 
helpful service. 

As well as a wealth of unusual items from around 
the world Coopers Crafty Comer also proudly 
displays the work of over thirty talented artists and 
crafters - most of them local to the area. There is 
everything from handmade cards, sewn and knitted 
goods, fused glass, watercolour art, photography, 
confectionery, candles, personalised frames and 
much more... 

They also possibly stock the best selection of 
Himalayan salt lamps, rocks, crystals, handmade 
soaps and bath bombs, scarves, fairy homes and 
fairy garden accessories you will find under one roof! 


QT Engine 

m tm decontamination 
automotive treatment 

at Stan Reynolds Garage 
Mill Street, Walsall WS2 8AN 

^ Better fuel efficiency 

[?f Smoother to drive 

ST Helps pass MOT emissions tests 

[Vf Faster acceleration 

2f Feels like new 


From £65 when carried out with a service 


The Proven Engine Deep Clean 

Remove the sludge, varnish and debris an 
oil change leaves behind, you’ll be amazed 
at the results! 

“More than your standard service” 

Improving engine Lowering C02 Saving you fuel 

performance emissions 

T: 01922 623545 

www.stanreynoldsgarage.co.uk 





















































Jackie leads initiative to 
help with rare illnesses 



Jackie Watkins from Great Barr, who is a leading medical campaigner 


A 58-year-old mother who 
has suffered from a rare ge¬ 
netic condition all her life has 
joined a ground-breaking 
project to help prevent oth¬ 
ers suffering. 

As a child and young woman 
Jackie Watkins from Great Barr 
was repeatedly in and out of hos¬ 
pital with a variety of serious ail¬ 
ments. 

Her constant illnesses took their toll 
on both her and her family, with her 
mother having a breakdown brought 
on by all the worry. 

It wasn’t until Jackie was 25 and fol¬ 
lowing a stillbirth that she was finally 
diagnosed with tuberous sclerosis, a 
rare genetic condition with symptoms 
that include seizures and epilepsy, 
learning disabilities, autism, skin ab¬ 
normalities and the growth of benign 
tumours on the kidneys. 

Understanding 

Jackie has now joined the 
ground-breaking 100,000 Genomes 
Project in the hope that it may help 
prevent other children having to go 
through the same ordeal in the future. 

The nationwide programme aims 
to increase understanding of certain 
rare diseases and cancers by collecting 
and sequencing 100,000 genomes from 
70,000 participants. 

It is hoped that increased knowl¬ 
edge of these conditions will improve 
diagnosis and lead to more personal¬ 
ised care as well as, in some cases, new 
treatments and potential cures. 

Jackie said: “My poor mother had 25 
years of not knowing what was wrong. 
She was at her wit’s end and eventu¬ 
ally had a breakdown because no-one 
could tell us what was wrong with me. 

“I regularly had problems with 
co-ordination and seizures and then 
my mouth started looking deformed 


and I began to get a facial rash,” added 
Jackie. “Then I started to get urine 
and kidney infections which went on 
through my teens. I lost a lot of school¬ 
ing and had trouble learning.” 

After meeting and marrying hus¬ 
band Pete, Jackie suffered a still birth 
and it was not until she was preg¬ 
nant for a second time, with daughter 
Tracy, that her condition was finally 
diagnosed. “I was sent to the Women’s 
Hospital and the gynaecologist took 
one look at my face and asked how 
long I’d had the rash,” she said. 

“When I told him I’d had it for as 
long as I could remember he said, ‘I 
know what you’ve got,’ and it wasn’t 
until then, when I was 25, that we fi¬ 
nally got a diagnosis.” 

Since being diagnosed Jackie has 
suffered several renal bleeds and even¬ 
tually had surgery to remove benign 
tumours from both of her kidneys. 


She is now on medication to control 
her various symptoms and undergoes 
regular scans at Queen Elizabeth Hos¬ 
pital Birmingham (QEHB) to assess 
her kidneys. 

Jackie is an avid campaigner to raise 
awareness of tuberous sclerosis and 
supports any initiatives or research 
that may help to improve diagnosis, 
understanding and treatment of the 
condition. 

QEHB kidney consultant Dr Lukas 
Foggensteiner said: “Jackie’s story is 
very typical of someone with a rare 
disease. “Thanks to the 100,000 Ge¬ 
nomes Project doctors and patients 
can now look forward to a time when 
rare diseases can be identified quickly 
and easily.” 

For more information about the 
100,000 Genomes Project go to www. 
westmidsgmc.nhs.uk 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 


EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 
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THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 


j 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 
Showroom also at 
Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 


ADVERTISEMENT 
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Td grown 
tired of living my 
life around my teeth ’ 

Former Dudley community midwife Vicki Ball, left, is full of smiles 
after getting new teeth and an implant solution to a long-standing 
stabilisation problem. ‘I love my new teeth,’ she says 


around my teeth. I never really stopped 
going out, but when I did, I was always 
thinking ahead where I could go to take my 
teeth out. They were just so uncomfortable.” 
A self-confessed lover of travel overseas - 
“it’s my hobby” - Vicki saw an article in her 
local newspaper about Steven Burchell Dip 
CDT RCS(Eng) and his work at the Denture 
Clinic in North Street, Dudley. 


M EETING Vicki Ball is all about 
the smiles - lots of them. She’s 
generous with her compliments, can’t 
wait for her next holiday adventure 
and has the most infectious of laughs. 

Her company is light and she’s gushing 
with the praise about her new look. 

A retired community midwife who was 
based at the former Wordsley Hospital, the 
bubbly 60-something-year-old is quick to 
affirm: “I love my new teeth and they look 
natural, don’t they?” 

Adding: “You can’t tell they’re not my own,” 
Vicki admits her smile has not always been 


her favourite attribute. “I’ve always had 
trouble with my teeth; even as a young girl 
they crumbled and my gums used to bleed. 
Even though I was diligent about looking 
after them, they still let me down,” she adds. 

Two years ago, Vicki finally lost her 
remaining teeth. “I really don’t know why my 
teeth were so bad, but I was the youngest of 
eight children and I understand my mother’s 
priorities did not include teaching me how 
to brush my teeth. She had more pressing 
priorities of how she was going to put food 
on the table,” Vicki recalls. 

A teenager by the time she had her first 
tooth brush, she is convinced she couldn’t 


have done more to save her own teeth. 

“For the last 18 months I’ve put up with ill- 
fitting and badly made dentures. My gums 
were always sore and the bottom denture 
was unstable. 

Researching options 

“My top teeth I could secure with a fixative, 
but for the bottom it was a waste of time - 
as soon as I had anything to eat the stability 
was over,” says Vicki. 

Her diet became restricted, avoiding beef 
and crispy fruits like apples. 

Frustrated by the appearance and function 
of her teeth - they seemed to be set too far 
back, Vicky says - she started researching 
her options. 

“I’d grown tired of living my whole life 



' \ M 

h Street’s dental implant surgeon, Dr Owain Rees 
IS, DGDP (UK) Dip Imp Dent (UCL) GDC 61576 
h principal Steven Burchell Dip CDT RCS(Eng) 
GDC 108353 

“I’d seen a piece about suction dentures 
and implant retained dentures and there 
seemed to be a solution for me,” she says. 

After seeing Steven and implant surgeon 
Dr Owain Rees BDS, DGDP (UK) DIP IMP 
DENT (UCL), Vicki’s treatment included two 
implants to stabilise a lower over denture 
and the prescribing of high quality traditional 
upper dentures to help support her facial 


features. “From start to finish it took 14 
weeks, but it was worth the wait. When I first 
saw my teeth in the mirror, I thought they 
looked just like real teeth and . . . they feel 
like my own teeth. 

Such a relief 

“My husband, Terry, couldn’t believe they 
were so good. Not to have to keep thinking 
about my teeth when I’m out is such a relief,” 
she says. 

Steven says: “Mrs Ball needed dentures 
that would offer proper support to her facial 
features. 

“These days the term ‘facelift’ dentures is 
banded about. The claim is spurious, but 
with the correct setting of teeth, the effect 
is to lift the facial structures in the same 
way natural healthy gums and teeth support 
tissues and muscles. I’m very please to have 
been be part of giving a new birth the Vicki’s 
smile.” 


Check out our 


Ultra 


Suction" 


Denture service on our new website 
www.denture-clinic.co.uk 


Suction, dentures, Complete, dentures, Partial dentures, Copy dentures, Implant-ret ained i dentures, R epairs, service. Relines, Soft) linings. 


For appointments at all clinics call 5 North Street, Dudley, 


0800 0285185 


West Midlands, DY2 7DT 
www.denture-clinic.co.uk 




Wheelchair 

Friendly 


Richmond House 

112 Richmond Road, Wolverhampton, WV3 9JJ 
*=- Comberton Dental Surgery 

Find us on 

facebook 29 Comberton Rd. Kidderminster, DY10 3DL 


Denture 

fOnic 
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Spotting 
the signs 
and dealing 
with damp 

DAMP plaster is unpleasant to live with, especially at 
this time of year, and can affect the whole room, but 
what can you do about it? JULIA GRAY gives the fol¬ 
lowing advice: 

1. Penetrating damp happens when there’s a prob¬ 
lem with the fabric of the building. 

While the damp usually moves horizontally from the 
outside in, it can appear on ceilings (see below) as well 
as walls. 

Defective or missing flashing on the roof, defective 
or blocked guttering, defective pointing and brick¬ 
work, and cracked or missing render typically cause 
penetrating damp, although there may be other causes. 
Sometimes what appears to be damp may actually be 
condensation. 

2. If the lower part of a wall is damp, it’s probably 
rising damp (water coming up from the ground). 

The solution may be a new 
damp-proof course, installed 
by a specialist damp company 
(other damp-proofing solu¬ 
tions are available). 

Once the bricks are damp, 
the moisture usually transfers 
to the plaster inside - tell-tale 
signs include dark patches and 
blistering/bubbling paint, but 
it’s not always obvious that 
the plaster is damp. Damp 
plaster should be removed 
to expose the bricks under¬ 
neath - letting them dry out 
is a good idea, but it can take 
a very long time. 

3. If you can’t wait, get a plasterer to do a waterproof 
render and then replaster, so there’s a barrier between 
the moisture in the bricks and the new plaster. 

This is a messy process and if you get a specialist 
damp company to do it, it may be expensive, but they 
should provide a guarantee. 

Most plasterers won’t give you a guarantee, but 
should charge a lot less. 

The key is to get an experienced and reputable plas¬ 
terer who knows what they’re doing and uses the right 
products. If the waterproof render isn’t done correctly, 
the damp will come back through the plaster, which is 
disastrous. 

4. Sometimes the damp-proof course is simply being 
prevented from doing its job. 

You should be able to see it along your home’s exte¬ 
rior walls - look for a row of small holes a little way up 
from the ground. In old properties, slate was used as 
the original damp-proof course and is sometimes still 
in place. 

If the level of your garden, patio or path is higher 
than the damp-proof course, for example, it won’t work 
properly. 

5. Perhaps you’ve noticed 
damp on a chimney breast, 
or where the chimney breast 
would have originally been? 

This could be because the 
chimney stack needs repairs, 
the chimney pot isn’t capped, 
or the chimney breast isn’t 
ventilated properly indoors. 

When a fireplace opening 
is sealed up, a vent should be 
fitted, but isn’t always (it’s 
a relatively straightforward 
DIY job to fit one), and vents 
can get blocked with dust and 

debris. 

A defective chimney or roof can cause damp on the 
ceilings below, especially if there’s no roofing felt, 
which is sometimes the case in old properties. 

PRODUCT OF THE WEEK 

If you need a wall-mounted wooden handrail for a 
staircase, look no further than Cheshire Mouldings’ 
easy-to-fit Rail in a Box (RRP from £100, see www. 
cheshiremouldings.co.uk, or call 0800 085 3475 for 
local stockists). 

It’s available in oak or pine, with chrome or brushed- 
nickel metal fittings, and would look great in both pe¬ 
riod and modern properties. 

The wooden rail comes in four lm lengths (you can 
use as many as you need), with connector fittings to 
join them together and end fittings to keep them in 
place. 

The beautifully crafted oak and brushed-nickel rail 
is particularly lovely and would make a great addition 
to any staircase. 

HOW-TO TIP 

The quickest and easiest DIY way to deal with damp 
plaster is to cover it with anti-damp paint and then 
repaint the topcoat. 

Anti-damp paint is usually really thick, so apply it 
with a brush (to get lots on) and then use a mini foam 
roller to get a good, flat finish. 

Leave it to dry thoroughly - see the manufacturer’s 
instructions - and apply a second coat if recommended. 
Anti-damp paint works well for a while, but, in my ex¬ 
perience, is rarely able to hold back damp long term. 





The industrial look is edgy and contemporary Keep it simple with just one main colour to add interest Beanbags and blankets add extra comfort 


Go wild, try tropical or 
embrace cosy comfort 


By Sam Wylie-Harris 

PLANNING a little home makeo¬ 
ver to mark the New Year? 

You can make the most of your space 
with some simple changes to fabrics, 
furnishings and decoration. 

Here we run through six key looks to con¬ 
sider... 

A SHORE THING 

You don’t need to book a seaside holiday 
to be near the coast, when you can intro¬ 
duce a few nautical-themed pieces and a 
colour palette of blues and corals. 

Chambray stripes, fish motifs on china- 
ware, anything with an anchor and rattan 
lanterns will all flow easily together. This 
timeless look never loses its charm. 

TOTALLY TROPICAL 

Creating a tropical paradise at home is 
far quicker - and less stressful and expen¬ 
sive - than booking a long-haul flight. Think 
lush palms and plants galore - whether the 
real thing (or you can get some great, ze¬ 
ro-maintenance fake ones these days!) in 
pots around rooms, or in designs on wallpa¬ 
per, fabrics or in artwork. 

Pink flamingo cushions, pineap¬ 
ple-shaped cocktail shakers (there are still 
tons of metallic pineapple decos in shops 
right now), bird print fabrics, grapefruit 
and citrusy scented candles, and a bamboo 
peacock chair. Just go wild... 

FRENCH COUNTRY LIVING 

Visit the French countryside with 
bleached wood accessories, cast iron tables, 
vintage cupboards, a rustic kitchen table, 
soft furnishings, antique linens, damask ta¬ 
blecloths and Provence-style bed linen. 

This classic look is calming and never 
goes out of style. 

TRIBAL TOUCH 

Travel has never been more popular - 
and, naturally, it’s influencing our interi¬ 
ors, too. 

With a mix of Asian, Indian and South 
American treatments, a vibrant colour pal¬ 
ette, embroidered floor cushions, pom-pom- 
adorned throws, ‘a little something’ from a 
souk, arts and crafts from various cultures 
and an ethnic rug can hint at Zanzibar style 
with a modern, bohemian take. 

Inspiring, interesting and you can add 
‘souvenirs’ as daily reminders of amazing 
trips you’ve enjoyed. 

INDUSTRIAL 

Exposed brick walls, stripped-back floor¬ 
boards, furniture made from hard-wearing 
materials such as enamel, aluminium and 
oak, evoke an edgy, industrial feel that com¬ 
plements monochrome tones and graphic 
prints. 

Hipster and contemporary, cast iron 
dishes, metal work and wire storage will 
suit the inventory. 

AIRY FAIRY 

The ethereal look taps into our current 
love affair with all things hygge (in other 
words; cosy, comforting and feel-good) 
while also being light, cool and refreshing. 

Think tactile textures, pastel hues and a 
mix of patterns that are elegant and grace¬ 
ful. 

Using premium materials, such as mar¬ 
ble and brass, quilted throws, embroidered 
cushions and a mix of tableware patterns 
completes the look. 




Stripes and leaves create a focal point for this striking interior Bright colours will help create a holiday vibe 


The nautical look is always popular and can easily be adapted to suit virtually any room in the house 




























































MP in call over land 

MP David Winnick has taken a 10-year dispute relating to 
contaminated land on a housing estate back to the Secre¬ 
tary of State for Communities and Local Government. 

The debate is over who is responsible for the Stonegate 
Housing Estate in Short Heath being built on land at the 
site of the former Willenhall gas works - and who must pay 
for clean-up work. Mr Winnick has now pushed Sajid Javid, 
on the matter. He said: “It is unreasonable that, after all 
the delays, there should be another lengthy period before a 
decision is reached.” 


Borough in 
jobless fall 
following 

UK trend 


UNEMPLOYMENT in Walsall followed the na¬ 
tional trend with numbers claiming benefits 
for being out of work down last month. 

Across the UK unemployment has plunged to its 
lowest total for more than a decade, but the number 
of people in work has also fallen. The jobless total 
was 1.6 million in the quarter to November, down 


by 52,000 on the previous 
since early 2006. 

In the West Midlands un¬ 
employment fell by 7,000 
to 161,000 - partly due to 
the rise in seasonal recruit¬ 
ment at shops and delivery 
companies in the run-up to 
Christmas. 

The number claiming 
Jobseeker’s Allowance and 
other unemployment bene¬ 
fits was down five in Walsall 
to 4,820. In South Stafford¬ 
shire it was down by 10 to 
685. 

Across the West Midlands 
the count was down by 1,310 
to 80,480 with the biggest 
change in Wolverhampton, 
where the number of people 
claiming unemployment-re¬ 
lated benefits fell to 6,430, 
down by 135 from Novem¬ 
ber’s figure. In Sandwell it 
fell by 40 to 7,075. 

Improve 

Walsall councillor Chris 
Towe said: “Obviously we 
are delighted to see unem¬ 
ployment go down, it indi¬ 
cates we are creating the 
jobs that people need. 

“The economy is currently 
in a good place despite all of 
the doom and gloom sur¬ 
rounding the Brexit decision 
and hopefully in the coming 
months we will these figures 
continue improve.” 

Councillor Mike Bird 
added: “Any reduction in 
jobless figures is good news 
and even this small decrease 
is welcomed. Hopefully if 
Brexit negotiations continue 


hree months to its lowest 

By John Corser 


the way they are we will 
continue to see our figures 
go this way.” 

The UK now has one of 
the lowest jobless rates in 
Europe at 4.8 per cent, the 
latest data from the Of¬ 
fice for National Statistics 
showed. 

But the numbers in work 
fell by 9,000 to 31.8 million, 
the lowest since last au¬ 
tumn, although the employ¬ 
ment rate of 74.5 per cent is 
the joint highest level on re¬ 
cord. In the West Midlands 
the number in work was up 
9,000 to 2.7 million. 

The claimant count fell 
by 10,100 last month to 
797,800, the lowest since 
last September, although 
it increased by 600 among 
women. The figures dif¬ 
fer because not everyone 
classed as unemployed is el¬ 
igible to claim benefits such 
as Jobseeker’s Allowance. 

Employment Minister Da¬ 
mian Hinds said: “It’s good 
news in the West Midlands 
where there’s a near re¬ 
cord of 2.71 million people 
in work, a rise of 76,000 in 
the last year alone. We have 
made real progress creating 
a strong economy and help¬ 
ing more people into work, 
and will do what is needed 
to continue that trajectory 
as we build a country that 
works for everyone.” 


Council leader 
Eling vows to 
'clear swamp' 


THE leader of Sandwell 
Council has vowed to prove 
that the authority is ‘not 
overrun with crooks’ after 
a new report detailed allega¬ 
tions of fraud and miscon¬ 
duct against councillors. 

Councillor Steve Eling 
says he will ‘clear the 
swamp’ as part of a commit¬ 
ment to address claims of 
wrongdoing at the council. 

The latest report to the 
authority’s audit committee 
cited a number of matters 
that had been the subject 
of an internal investiga¬ 
tion, two of which had been 
referred to West Midlands 
Police. They include allega¬ 
tions of council houses being 
given to family members of 


former deputy leader Coun¬ 
cillor Mahboob Hussain. 
The report also accused 
Mr Hussain and Council¬ 
lor Babu Bawa of being in¬ 
volved in questionable land 
deals via a compulsory pur¬ 
chase order scheme. 

It also alleges that Coun¬ 
cillor Ian Jones removed a 
plot of council-owned land 
from auction so it could be 
sold to a member of Coun¬ 
cillor Mohammad Rouf’s 
family at undervalue. 

Councillor Eling said: 
“The allegations in this re¬ 
port will understandably 
cause a lot of concern. I 
want to reassure the public 
that Sandwell Council is not 
overrun with crooks.” 



More people are discovering 
the fountain of youth at the 
Brownhills Friendly Gym 


The buzz on the street, is that 50 is the new 30. With people living longer and 
taking better care of themselves, those who used to be thought of as “over the 
hill” are now as active and vibrant as their 30 year old counterparts - and they are 

committed to staying that way. 

So how are they staying so youthful? By exercising at the Brownhills Friendly 
Gym of course! We cater for this population of “actively ageing adults”, we are 
attracting more and more ladies with our friendly “Ladies Only” environment and 
special easy assisted exercise programs that emphasize health and toning, rather 

than youth. 

Today those in shape at 50 have the opportunity to stay in shape, with the simple 
30 minute easy assisted exercise programs. Regular users are much more likely to 

stay in shape and live younger. 


Follow us on 


I’D 

facebook 


Check out our latest offers on our website 
www.friendlygym.com 


Now in Brownhills Community Centre 


A friendly welcome is always guaranteed, 
ladies call 01543 373222 
for your free trial 

Trial session includes free figure analysis. 



Brownhills Community Centre, Pelsall Road, 
Brownhills, Walsall WS8 7JW 

Mon-Fri 9am-8pm 
Sat Closed - Sun 9am-2pm 
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with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

^ 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 



Only £47.99 Plus £4.95 p&p 


This excellent shaver delivers a superior cutting performance and a seriously close shave 
experience. Following the contours of your face with the flex-and-pivot head, it adjusts effortlessly, ensuring 
minimal pulling and irritation by the advanced Active Hybrid Technology. Using Lift Logic technology it 
ensures the hairs are lifted and guided to the AccuCut blades that capture all angles of growth due to the 
innovative multi-direction foil pattern. 

With lithium-powered batteries, a 
90-minute charge can deliver up to 60 
minutes of cordless run time, or use 
the quick five-minute charge feature 
when in a hurry. The LED display 
shows how many minutes of usage are 
left. A completely waterproof shaver 
with pop-up precision trimmer, it 
also has a travel lock. With universal 
voltage and supplied with UK standard 
two-pin plug, charging stand, head 
guard, cleaning brush and storage 
pouch. Includes a two-year warranty. 

Measures: H16 x W6.5cm. 

D9683 Smart Edge Professional 
Foil Shaver 




Smart Edge Professional 
Foil Shaver 



Anti-snore Pillow 


Only £9.99 Plus £3.95 p&p 



Thermal-lined Chinos 


Only £15.99 Plus £3.95 p&p 


Designed with a firm support and contoured shape to elevate and 
align the head and neck, opening your airway. Decreased snoring, 
can lead to improved oxygen saturation and longer periods of 
higher quality sleep. It fits into any standard pillow case and is filled 
with hollow fibre and covered in Egyptian cotton. Measures L64 x 
W44 x D13cm. Flame retardant to BS 5852. Machine Washable. 
D9680 Anti-snore Hypo-allergenic Pillow 


With classic chino styling, soft fleece lining, two slant pockets, belt 
loops and two back button pockets, these traditional favourites 
provide the perfect solution for the colder seasons. An additional 
hidden expanding waist offers an extra two inches of give, enabling 
you to move and stretch with ease. 

Sizes: Leg 27” 29” 31” 33” 

Waist; 32” 34” 36” 38” 40” 42” 44” 46” 48” 




Fawn 




C318 Men's C317 Men's C215 Ladies 


These calf length socks are made from 80% cotton and 20% 
nylon, there’s no elastic so they won’t mark or pinch. Supplied in 
a pack of 12 assorted colours. Men’s sizes 6-11. Ladies sizes 3-7. 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

69707 

Order online at 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 17th October 2016 and 17th January 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (69707), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 

Address_ Postcode 


Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG-GR0UP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_□ Mastercard EE Visa □ Maestro Issue No_ 

My card number is: 

i i i i irTTTii i i i i m i i i i i i sr m/m 2?m/m sss rm 

"Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

SIZE 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 

















































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

£3.95/£4.95 




















































































Strictly fabulous 
and a perfect 10 


REVIEW 


Strictly Come Dancing - The Live 
Tour, Barclaycard Arena 

FAB-U-LOUS. Well what else 
would you expect from the 
10th anniversary of the Strict¬ 
ly Come Dancing live tour - 
definitely a 10 out of 10. 

Only shock of the night at this glit¬ 
tering first night at the packed Bar¬ 
claycard Arena was that the reigning 
champion Ore Oduba, who scored top 
marks for both his routines, did not 
even make the final two. 

That was left to Danny Mac and 
Louise Redknapp, but Danny stole it 
on the night. 

I think, as it was the audience that 
was voting, the sight of his bare chest 
during his samba clinched it for the 
mostly female audience. 

Louise would have been a far more 
worthy winner with her two stunning 
routines, the cowboy-style quickstep 
and the fierce and passionate paso 
doble. 



The Strictly Come Dancing Live tour performers and professionals 


Cheers 


But the award for entertainment 
had to go to Ed Balls. 

He was as usual bottom of the lead- 
erboard but that did not seem to mat¬ 
ter to the many who cheered him on 
at every step. 

He stole the night with his Gang- 
nam-style routine and brought huge 
cheers when he managed the lift he 
so spectacularly failed to do in the TV 
series. Sighs of relief all round. 

For sheer energy and enthusiasm, 
at the age of 71, full marks to Lesley 
Joseph who was giving her ‘toyboy’ 
professional a run for his money. 

Lighting up the stage Daisy Lowe, 
who said that she had danced every 
day since the TV series finished, called 
it the ‘best experience of her life’. 



Host Anita Rani, a series quarter finalist 


The three judges joined in the danc¬ 
ing and proved they have still got it. 
Head judge Len Goodman was joined 
by tour director Craig Revel Horwood 
and former Strictly professional Karen 
Hardy, who described the other two as 
the ‘ grumpy old men’ 

Keeping them all in check was host 


Ed Balls and partner Katya Jones 

Anita Rani who twirled her way into 
the quarter finals in 2015. 

With two awards on the horizon, 
one for the TV show and the other for 
head judge Len this glittering show 
continues to have the star factor. Long 
may they keep on dancing. 

Sue Attwater 


Wolverhampton Grammar School 

Education as individual as your child 


Independent Day School for Boys and Girls 


Junior School ages 7-11 | Senior School ages 11-16 | Sixth Form ages 16-18 


Junior School Open Day 

Saturday 28th January 10am - 1.30pm 


“This is a remarkable school. The atmosphere we 


GOOD 


encountered as we walked round with a succession of 


SCHOOLS 

GUIDE 


delightful guides was smilingly friendly. There is a real 


feeling of happiness/ 


The Good Schools Guide 


To learn more about registering for Wolverhampton Grammar School, please contact 
Jane Morris, Admissions Registrar tel 01902 421326 or emailjam@wgs-sch.net 



46 


Wolverhampton Grammar School is an 
excellent school and I feel privileged to 
send my child there. Other schools were 

not an option for us. 99 

Parents’ Survey 


01902 421326 jSfe 


¥ 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


GRAMMAR SCHOOL 


www.wgs.org.uk 

Wolverhampton Grammar School | Compton Road | Wolverhampton | WV3 9RB 
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Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return rail travel from Birmingham New Street, Stafford 
and Wolverhampton 


in association with 




LONDON THEATRE 
SHOWSTOPPER 
WEEKEND 


NEW SHOWS COMING INTO THE 


WEST END 

FOR 2017 


Choose a top West End 
show from 

our fabulous selection... 


42nd Street, Aladdin, An American in Paris, 
Beautiful, Carousel, Dreamgirls, 

Half a Sixpence, Jersey Boys, Les Miserables, 
Mamma Mia!, Matilda, Motown, The Phantom 
of the Opera, School of Rock, Stomp, 

The Girls, The Lion King, Wicked and more...! 


Quote Code: FPP922 


Selected Friday departures until June 2017 



miff 

ivniWit 


Price Includes... 


/ 2 nights at a choice of 4 star central London hotels 
with full English breakfast 

/ Cat A Stalls or Dress Circle ticket up to face value £80 
for a Friday evening performance from our 
fabulous selection of shows 
/ Free time in London for shopping and sightseeing 
/ Return standard class rail travel to London 


SCHOOL OF 
ROCK 


3 days, 
by rail from 


.95pp* 


View product online at 


www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £100pp. Subject to availability. 

‘Price may vary from £239.95pp to £339.95pp dependent on choice 
of show, hotel and any applicable supplements. 


iL£ 


THE GIRLS is the true story of the Yorkshire CALENDAR 
GIRLS, a group of ordinary ladies who achieved something 
extraordinary. This new musical comedy has brought 
together the writing talents of Gary Barlow and Tim Firth 
who grew up in the same village in the North of England 
and have been friends for 25 years. 


LONDON 
SUMMER DAYS 


Quote Code: VMA354 


a1< 


( L P 

It* 1 1 B 


ftC _ _ LH 

II 1 ! 


Monday departures, 24 & 31 July, 7 & 14 August 
and 4 September 2017 


Price Includes... 


✓ 4 nights at the 4 star Thistle Euston or the 4 star 
Tower Guoman hotel with full English breakfast 

✓ Excursion to Windsor 

✓ Free time in London 

✓ Return standard class rail travel to London 


Optional excursion to Hampton Court Palace & 
Richmond (£19 extra) 


5 days, 
by rail from 


■95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplement £200pp. Subject to availability. 



For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTAV4782. 0me 9 aHols @omegaHois omegaHois 


✓ 1 or 2 nights stay at a choice of 4 star central London 
hotels with full English breakfast 

✓ Free time in London for shopping and sightseeing 

✓ Return standard class rail travel to London 


Saturday departures until August 2017 


2 days, 
by rail from 


£119 


■95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Friday departures until August 2017 


3 days, 
by rail from 


£189 


.90pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £50pp for 2 days and £100pp for 3 days. Subject to availability. 
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Hand picked holidays with you in mind 

Return coach travel from Walsall & Wolverhampton 


FANTASTIC VALUE 


2 DAYS 

BY COACH 


SPECIAL 
CHILD PRICE 


Departing Saturday 18 February 2017 


Quote Code: XKF921 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of central London with 3-course evening meal and full 
English breakfast 

✓ Lots of free time in London 


View product online atwww.omega-holidays.com/XKF921 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. °0ffer available for one child 12 years and under, when sharing a room with 2 adults. 


For more information or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 


OmegaHols bOmegaHols OmegaHols 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 


MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 


School missing targets 
put in special measures 


A PRIMARY school, where two 
thirds of pupils are working be¬ 
low expectations for their age, 
has been put in special meas¬ 
ures. 

Last year, not a single pupil from key 
stage one at Holyhead Primary School 
in Wednesbury achieved the expected 
standard of writing. 

Ofsted inspectors found that the school 
was ‘slow to identify concerns about the 
standard of pupils’ work and did not act 
quickly to intervene to support these pu¬ 
pils’. The school, on Holyhead Road, which 
has 246 pupils on its roll, aged two to 11, 
was inspected on November 1 and rated in¬ 
adequate in all areas. 

The education watchdog said in a report 
on the visit that teachers’ expectations of 
the children are too low and staff feedback 
does not help pupils to correct mistakes and 
challenge their learning. The report added: 
“Many pupils do not push themselves be¬ 
cause adults’ expectations for them are 
not high enough. For example, some older 
pupils’ writing targets in key stage two are 
those expected for pupils in key stage one. 

“Pupils do not have well-developed, pos¬ 
itive attitudes towards their learning. This 
is because leaders and teachers do not have 
high enough expectations of what pupils 
will know and do.” 

Stephen Somerfield, chair of governors at 
the school, said: “The board of governors, 
staff and head teacher are committed to 
providing the best possible education for 
all our pupils. 

“We are working closely with the coun¬ 
cil and other agencies to review and make 
the necessary improvements to key areas 
identified in the report to move the school 
forward. We have reviewed leadership at all 
levels, roles and responsibilities are being 
restructured and where gaps have been 
identified we’re currently recruiting for 
high quality staff.” 

The school was previously told it needed 
to improve in January 2015. 



The flood which caused chaos along Beaconview Road, West Brom¬ 
wich, following a burst water pipe on Friday afternoon 


A WATER pipe burst on a busy 
Black Country road, close to homes 
and causing traffic disprution. 

The pipe burst on Beaconview 
Road in West Bromwich, with the 
water reaching heights of up to 
three feet. The water main burst 
at around 3pm last Friday, sending 
water Rowing down the street, to¬ 
wards A4037 Walsall Road. 

Police and fire services were 
alerted to the hooding and engi¬ 
neers from South Staffs Water tried 
to resolve the issue. 

West Midlands Fire Service 
spokesman Neil Spencer said: “Six 


inches of water hooded the road and 
is fast moving towards homes.” 

Bus services in the area were di¬ 
verted. Simon Tandy, nearby home- 
owner, watched as the water levels 
rose. He said: “According to the en¬ 
gineers Fve spoken to from South 
Staffs Water, the pipe provides 
over 10,000 houses with water. The 
hooding has been constant for quite 
some time now and hasn’t eased off 
at all - it’s been moving at quite an 
alarming rate to say the least. 

“The volume of water is abso¬ 
lutely insane, Fve never seen a hood 
like it.” 


USE YOUR LOFT! 



Loft Ladders 

Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

V carpets and wooden floors. 



We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
: Long Safety Side Handles* and roof windows 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


GET A REAL RESPONSE 


BY ADVERT ISING IN 


THIS SPACE 


To advertise please call 01543 465341 



FILL YOUR NEXT VACANCY 
WITH OUR BRONZE FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT PACKAGE 

Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified 
jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily 
basis until you fill the vacancy 

Package Price £399* 


Contact Tracey Thompson 

on 01902 319645 or email 

tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 


*AII prices are subject 




































































25 




The Chronicle Thursday, January 26, 2017 


































The Chronicle Thursday, January 26, 2017 


26 thefastticket 


Listings for January 27 - February 2 


Learn To Dance 


'w 

Now THAT IS A GOOD IDEA. 

You’ve always wanted to give it a go. 
NOW is your chance. 


Have a laugh. 
Have some Fun. 



Use up all that energy and build up more. 

V 

See you on Friday DON’T FORGET 


Starting Friday 27th January 2017 
Ballroom & Latin American 
Beginners 7.30 - 8.30 
Can dance already!! then 8.30 - 9.30 

The Royal Astor Dance Club 
All Saints Church Hall, Walsall Road, 
Darlaston. 



w 


¥**•01922 63 55 44 •*** 



£ A VERY PRIVATE LOCATION 2 

? VADULT TOYS? SEXY LINGERIE I 
r l AT LUS SIZES LUBES 2 

f lit 5,i Feeder Street, Walsall WS2 9NeJ 

Open: Mon-Sat !lOam> 6pm Late Night on Wed & Fri 10am > 7pm 

*** •FREE PARKING 0 



To advertise in this 
space please call 

Sharon Oscar on 01543 465335 or 
Debbie Tavner on 01543 465333 


Barbara 

Dickson 



Menace 

Beach 





Wednesday, 7.30pm 
Town Hall, Birmingham 
The Scottish singer-songwriter draws 
on her folk roots as well as her hits, 
such as January February, Answer Me, 
Another Suitcase In Another Hall and 
Caravan Song. 

Visit thsh.co.uk 


Thursday, 7.30pm 

Hare and Hounds, Kings Heath 

Scuzzy grunge rock from the noisy 
Leeds duo, who released new single 
Give Blood last week. Support from 
Birmingham band Mutes. 

See hareandhoundskingsheath.skid 
dletickets.com 


Until February 11 
The Rep Studio, Birmingham 
The experiences of those in poverty 
and temporary accomodation are ex¬ 
amined in this hard-hitting new drama 
from Alexander Zeldin, which was 
recently seen at the National Theatre. 
See birmingham-rep.co.uk 


Monday, 7pm 

Slade Rooms, Wolverhampton 
Come my baby, come, come, my 
baby, and see this 90s rap-rock outfit 
from California still fronted by Seth 
Binzer (AKA Shifty Shellshock, pic¬ 
tured), following a stint in rehab. 

See wolvescivic.co.uk 


ROCK & 

METAL 

U2-2 - Tribute to U2 

Tonight, £10 - £12 
The Robin 2, 

Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Legends Of Rock 

Tonight, £3 
The River Rooms, 

Stourbridge, 

DY8 1JN. 

Call 01384 397 177 
or 07986 577 661 

Stanley Dee - Steely Dan tribute 

Tonight, £6 - £7 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 

Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Independent Venue Week 
showcase feat. Rinse + 

Fears Chella + Alma 

Tonight, £5 

The Sugarmill, Stoke-on-Trent, 

ST1 1 DR. 

Call 01782 214991 

Quadrophenia Night 

Tomorrow, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

The Sensational 60’s Experience 

Tomorrow, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 42 92 12 

Nonsuch + Byron Hare 
+ Yung Jimmys Big Ideas 

Tomorrow, 

Six Eight Kate, Birmingham, 

B2 5HG. 

Call 0121 448 8089 

Juyo + Timmas + LCD - part of 
Independent Venue Week 2017 

Sun, £3 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Tyketto 

Mon, £16-£18 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Black Sabbath 

Thu, 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Roadhouse Presents: Rock/In¬ 
die Showcase 

Thu, £4 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

The Roy Orbison Story 

Thu, £22 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 


CLUBBING 

After Dark Launch Party 
w/ Cause & Affect, 

Stanton Warriors 

Tonight - tomorrow, 

The Rainbow Venues, 

Digbeth, 

Birmingham, 

B9 4AG. 

Call 0121 771 1521 

The Weekend Anthems 
performed by Killerstream 

Tomorrow, £8 
The River Rooms, 

Stourbridge, 

DY8 1 JN. 

Call 01384 397 177 
or 07986 577 661 

Solardo Sessions Birmingham 

Tomorrow - Sun, 

The Rainbow Venues, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B9 4AG. 

Call 0121 771 1521 

Playaz : Birmingham 

Tomorrow - Sun, 

The Rainbow Venues, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B9 4AG. 

Call 0121 771 1521 

JAZZ. SOUL. BLUES 

MOTOWN & REGGAE 

The UB40 Experience 

Tomorrow, £7 - £8 

The RoadHouse Birmingham, 

Kings Norton, B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Paul Jones and Dave Kelly 

Tomorrow, 

Festival Drayton Centre, 

Market Drayton, TF9 3AX. 

Call 01630 654444 

The Glenn Miller Orchestra 

Sun, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 42 92 12 

Jazz Tuesdays 

Tue, 

Spotted Dog, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B12 0NH. 

Call 0121 772 3822 

Live Jazz Broadcast 

Wed, £5-£10 

Birmingham Conservatoire, Bir¬ 
mingham City University, 
Edgbaston, B3 3HG. 

Call 0121 331 5901 

POP 

ABBA + Bee Gees (tributes) 

Tomorrow, £12.50 - £15 
The Robin 2, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Thank ABBA For The Music 

Tomorrow, £21.50 - £23.50 
Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 


FOLK. COUNTRY 

& ACOUSTIC 

The Acoustic Sessions 

Tue, 

The Jam House, 

Birmingham, 

B31QU. 

Call 0121 200 3030 

Ray Cooper 

Wed, £11 

Red Lion Folk Club, 

Birmingham, 

B14 7LY. 

Call 0121 444 2803 

CLASSICAL 

Nights On Broadway 

Tonight, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 42 92 12 

Junior Conservatoire 
Orchestral Concert 

Tomorrow, £5 - £7 
Birmingham Conservatoire, Bir¬ 
mingham City University, 
Edgbaston, B3 3HG. 

Call 0121 331 5901 

Birmingham 
Philharmonic Orchestra 

Sun, £15-£40 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Beethoven’s Fifth 

Sun, Thu, 

CBSO Centre, Birmingham, 

B1 2LF. 

Call 0121 616 6500 

KS3: A Journey Across the 
Western World 

Mon - Tue, 

CBSO Centre, Birmingham, 

B1 2LF. 

Call 0121 616 6500 

Liebeslieder (Elouise Water- 
house) 

Thu, £6-£10 

Birmingham Conservatoire, Bir¬ 
mingham City University, 
Edgbaston, B3 3HG. 

Call 0121 331 5901 

THEATRE 

Fiddler on the Roof 

Tonight, 

Stourbridge Town Hall, DY8 1YE. 
Call 01384 812960 

Jackson Live 

Tonight, 

Regent Theatre, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 1AP 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Someone Like You - 
The Adele Songbook 

Tonight, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 


The Carpenters Story 

Tomorrow, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, 

B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Simon Weston: 

My Life, My Story 

Tomorrow, £17.50 

Artrix, Bromsgrove, B60 1PQ. 

Call 01527 871580 

Akaar 2017 Showcase Perfor¬ 
mance 

Tomorrow, 

The Old Rep Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DY. 

Call 0121 359 9444 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
Show 

Mon - Tue, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

II Trovatore (ROH Live) 

Tue, £14.50 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

and 

Tue, 

MAC, Cannon Hill Park, 
Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

and 

Tue, 

Light House, Wolverhampton, 
WV1 1HT. 

Call 01902 716055 

Evita 

Tue - Thu, 

Regent Theatre, Stoke-on-Trent, 
ST1 1AR 

Call 0844 871 7649 

Round The Horne 

Wed, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

That’ll Be The Day 

Thu, £23.50 

Oakengates Theatre, Telford, 

TF2 6ER 

Call 01952 382382 

Paula O’Brien Live in Wrexham 

Thu, 

The Ramada Plaza Wrexham, 
LL13 7YH. 

Call 01978 291400 

COMEDY 

Lucy Porter 
‘Consequences’ tour 

Tonight, 

The Old Rep Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DY. 

Call 0121 359 9444 

Standup comedy - Garr Murran, 
Javier Jarquin, Micky Bartlett 

Tonight - tomorrow, £15 
Jongleurs Comedy Club, Bir¬ 
mingham, B1 2HG. 

Call 08700 111 960 


Micky Flanagan Warm Up Show 

Tomorrow, 

Victoria Hall, Hanley, 
Stoke-on-Trent, ST 1 3AD. 

Call 0844 871 7649 

What’s In A Name? 

Tomorrow, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 
Library of Birmingham, 

B1 2EP 

Call 0121 236 4455 

MISC. 

EVENTS 

The Birmingham Whisky Club 
Presents: Craig’s List - New 
Releases 

Today, 

The Wellington, Birmingham, 

B2 5SN. 

Call 0121 200 3115 

The Birmingham Whisky Club 
& Rowheath Pavilion Present: 
Burns’ Ceilidh 

Tomorrow, 

Rowheath Pavilion, Birmingham, 
B30 1HH. 

Call 0121 458 1711 

Baptism of Fire: Wilfred 
Owen’s War in 1917 

Tomorrow, 

St Chad’s Church, Shrewsbury, 
SY11 1JX. 

Call 01743 365478 

Bridge Club 

Mon, 

Areley Kings Village Hall, Areley 
Common, Stourport-on-Severn, 
DY13 0NB. 

Call 07939 318973 

ARTS & 

CULTURE 

Spotlight Tour 

Today, Sun, Free 
Ikon Gallery, Brindleyplace, Bir¬ 
mingham, B1 2HS. 

Call 0121 248 0708 

Stitch Social 

Today, 

Creative Coffee Hub, Birming¬ 
ham, B29 6HJ. 

Call 01215 727300 

Making Veganism Easy 

Today, 

Purely Vegan Store, Birmingham, 
B14 6EB. Call 0121 443 3211 

Short Introductory Talk: Help 
& Healing on the Spiritual Path 
through the teaching of Bruno 
Groening 

Tomorrow, Free 

The Polish Millenium Centre, 

Birmingham, B5 5PH. 

Call 0121 643 3577 

Decopatch Craft Workshop 

Tomorrow, 

Creative Coffee Hub, 
Birmingham, B29 6HJ. 

Call 01215 727300 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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Oh Boy! Buddy in 
rock ‘n’ roll heaven 



ROCK ‘n’ roll musical Bud¬ 
dy - The Buddy Holly Story 
tells the enduring tale of the 
1950s music icon’s meteoric 
rise to fame and his final leg¬ 
endary performance before 
his tragic death in a plane 
crash at the aged on 22. 

The show will be presenting a 
feast of 50s nostalgia at Wolver¬ 
hampton Grand Theatre from 
Tuesday to Saturday. 

In just 18 months the bespectacled 
Texas-born singer-songwriter had 
revolutionised the face of contempo¬ 
rary music, influencing a host of stars 
from The Beatles to Bruce Spring¬ 
steen. 

The production boasts a multi-tal¬ 
ented cast, including Glen Joseph 
and Alex Fobbester (who alternate 
the role of Buddy Holly), in a show 
that presents two hours of music with 
more than 20 of Buddy’s greatest hits, 
including That’ll Be The Day, Peggy 
Sue, Oh Boy and Rave On. 

Concert 

The show recreates the final con¬ 
cert, held at the Surf Ballroom in 
Clear Lake, Iowa, which also featured 
Buddy’s ill-fated tour mates The Big 
Bopper, of Chantilly Lace fame, and 
Ritchie ‘La Bamba’ Valens. 

The show has inspired a generation 
of multi-million selling jukebox musi¬ 
cals, and has been seen by more than 
22 million music fans since it opened 
in London’s West End in 1989. 

It has also been endorsed by Bud¬ 
dy’s widow, Maria Elena Holly, who 
said of the show: “We never imagined 


Buddy’s music and story would still 
be rocking stages and entertaining 
audiences around the world week-in 
week-out. I believe this is testament 
to a great show - the first of its kind - 
and to the enduring appeal of Buddy 
Holly and what he represents: youth¬ 
ful energy, huge talent and creativ¬ 


ity, combined with a determination 
to make a lasting impression in this 
world.” 

Tickets are now on sale by calling 
01902 429212, online at grandthea- 
tre.co.uk or by visiting the box office 
at the Lichfield Street venue in per¬ 
son. 



Blues star’s 
homecoming 

JOANNE Shaw Taylor is the Black Country’s own queen of 
the blues, who relocated to the US to forge her career and is 
at long last recognised in her homeland - judging by the sold 
out notices for her homecoming gig at Birmingham Town 
Hall on Saturday. 

Last year the 30-year-old singer and guitarist from Wednes- 
bury released her sixth album, Wild, which was recorded in 
Nashville’s Grand Victor Sound Studios with top producer 
Kevin Shirley, who has also worked with Led Zeppelin, Jour¬ 
ney, Iron Maiden, Black Stone Cherry and supergroup Black 
Country Communion. 

“Recording at Grand Victor was incredibly inspiring,” said 
Joanne.”It is quite the legendary studio. Dolly Parton cut 
Jolene and I Will Always Love You here. And Chet Atkins 
worked here. Basically, if there was a hit record out of Nash¬ 
ville, it was made here. I am very proud of this album, and I 
can’t wait for everyone to hear it.” 

That album caught the ear of bosses at Jools Holland’s 
Later TV music show, who gave the blues star a slot on the 
show in October. 

She was still a schoolgirl with an obsession for the music in 
her dad’s record collection - such as Jimi Hendrix and Stevie 
Ray Vaughan - when former Eurythmics star and producer 
Dave Stewart spotted her considerable musical potential and 
she went on to release debut album White Sugar in 2009. 

Joanne played lead guitar in Annie Lennox’s band at the 
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Concert outside Buckingham Pal¬ 
ace in 2012 and her blues work has gained such celebrity fans 
as Stevie Wonder and top guitarist Joe Bonamassa. 


From Russia, and 
China, with love 

CLASSICAL music enthusiasts 
can mark Chinese New Year 
with an East meets West concert 
at the Elgar Concert Hall at the 
University of Birmingham to¬ 
morrow (Friday) with pianist Di 
Xiao, cellist Jiaxin Lloyd Webber 
and harpist Eleanor Turner. 

Other highlights are at Sym¬ 
phony Hall. On Sunday after¬ 
noon (also February 2 afternoon) 
CBSO perform Beethoven’s 
Fifth, conducted by Mirga Graz- 
inyte-Tyla, plus Mozart’s final 
concerto, with pianist Franc¬ 
esco Piemontesi. On Wednesday 
night Vasily Petrenko conducts 
Russian greats for Royal Liver¬ 
pool Philharmonic with pianist 
Daniil Trifonov. 


Name drop in to 
ruin a dinner party 

THE choice of the name ‘Adolf 
for a baby is revealed at a din¬ 
ner party, leading to a furious 
row in ferocious farce What’s 
In A Name?, which gets its UK 
premiere at Birmingham Rep 
tomorrow (Friday) at the start 
of a two-week run. 

Based on the French stage 
and film sensation Le Prenom, 
by Matthieu Delaporte and Al¬ 
exandre de La Patelliere, the 
dark comedy has been adapted 
and directed by Jeremy Sams. 
The cast includes Sarah Had- 
land, best known as Miranda 
Hart’s TV sidekick Stevie, and 
former EastEnders actor Nigel 
Harman. See birmingham-rep. 
co.uk or call 0121 236 4455. 


Fans grateful for 
day of the Dead 

IT’S the day of the Dead at Bil- 
ston’s Robin 2 venue in Bilston 
on Wednesday when the 50th 
anniversary of Live/Dead, by 
legendary San Francisco hippy 
group The Grateful Dead. It is 
performed by a veteran band 
featuring former Grateful Dead 
pianist Tom Constanten with 
Jefferson Starship alumni. 

Moving from the Bay to 
Birkenhead, those wry post¬ 
punk indie satirists Half Man 
Half Biscuit visit the Robin on 
Thursday, February 2. Before 
that, the Robin hosts classic 
rock with Atomic Rooster and 
Snafu on Friday, The Quireboys 
(unplugged) on Sunday and 
New York’s Tyketto on Monday. 


ENTERTAINMENT 

CANNOCK CHASE 

at the PRINCE OF WALES THEATRE 


FEBRUARY MARCH 


LEGENDS OF 
AMERICAN COUNTRY 

Wednesday 
1 February 
7.30pm 
£19.50 


MARCH 


EVERLY BROTHERS & 
FRIENDS 

Saturday 
4 March 
7.30pm 
£15* 

Cone. £14 




TONY STOCKWELL 

Wednesday 8 March 
7.30pm 
£19.50 



BEYOND THE 
BARRICADE 


Saturday 
11 March 
7.30pm 
£20.50 




| Saturday 28th January 2017 Friday 10th February 2017 


Saturday 18th February 2017 


Inspiring jL 


Box Office 

01543 578 762 

tickets.princeofwales.live 


CHRONICLE 


r, 


UJi 


RAG 


DOLLS 


£6 Adv £8 on door £8 Adv £10 on door £3 Adv £4 on door 


FUNCTION ROOM AVAILABLE - REASONABLE RATES 

I Friday 24th February 2017 I ISaturday 25th February 20171 I Saturday 25th March 2017 I 


SPACE 


£15 adv £17 on door 


£5 Adv £7 on door 


£10 Adv £12 on door 


To advertise in this 
space please call 
Sharon Oscar on 
01543 465335 or 
Debbie Tavner on 
01543 465333 


JAS0NJ0NES 


AID* ri .F 


ALIICAMRBELL 


TRIBUTE 


(BWORIMnAKEWMSWRUMD) 


[MICHAEL 

FlACKSON TRIBUTE 
RETURN OFJHE KING 
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CHOICE 



Gary Barlow 


Let It Shine 
(BBC1, 7pm) 

Graham Norton and Mel 
Giedroyc are on hand to present 
the final round of auditions, as 
more would-be pop princes 
submit their vocal skills for 
approval byjudges Gary Barlow, 
Dannii Minogue, Martin Kemp 
and departing panel member 
Amber Riley. As with the 
previous three rounds, each of 
the singers needs to secure at 
least 15 stars from the four 
assembled judges, each of 
whom will be rating the 
performances out of five stars. 
Should they prove successful, 
the auditionees progress to the 
next stage of the contest, in 
which their dance skills will be 
put to the test in collaborations 
with some of Britain's most 
popular musical acts. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 The Best Dishes Ever. (R) 
12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Tennis: Australian Open 
Highlights. 2.30 Live Bowls: World 
Indoor Championships. The men’s 
singles semi-finals. 4.30 Final Score. 

5.10 BBC News. 5.20 Regional 
Programme. 5.30 Who Dares Wins. 

6.10 Pointless Celebrities. Diane 
Louise Jordan, the Rev Richard 
Coles, Nancy Dell’Olio, Matt 
Barbet, Sharron Davies, Mark 
Foster, Gyles Brandreth and Susan 
Caiman all take part in the 
unorthodox quiz show. 

7.00 Let It Shine. The final round of 
auditions arrives, along with 
Amber Riley's last appearance as a 
judge, as one last set of would-be 
pop princes display their vocal 
abilities for the panel. 

8.25 Casualty. Alicia is surprised to 
discover her long-estranged 
parents Howard and Jackie are 
planning to give their marriage 
another go. However, when old 
family friend Martin turns up at 
their surprise anniversary party, 
and seems to have a falling-out 
with Howard, it soon becomes 
clear there is a secret third wheel 
in their relationship. Meanwhile, 
Charlie balances his over-zealous 
wedding-planning with caring for 
a reluctant teenage football star, 
and Cal's trust in Alicia is tested 
when he discovers she has a 
secret phone hidden in her locker. 

9.15 Taboo. As both the Crown and 
London turn against him, James 
Delaney enlists the depraved 
chemist Cholmondely into his 
company, and Lorna aims to prove 
she is anything but a weak link. 

10.10 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 MOTD: FA Cup Highlights. Gabby 
Logan presents highlights of the 
latest FA Cup fourth-round 
matches, which included 
Tottenham Hotspur v Wycombe 
Wanderers, and Middlesbrough v 
Accrington Stanley. 

11.55The NFL Show. Mark Chapman 
looks at the major stories shaping 
the NFL world, joined by former 
Super Bowl winners Osi 
Umenyiora and Jason Bell. 

12.25 Film: A Few Best Men. (2011) 
Comedy, starring Xavier Samuel. 1.55 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.00 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.35 Film: Adventure in Baltimore. 
(1949) Period comedy, starring Shirley 
Temple. 8.05 Film: Little Women. (1949) 
Oscar-winning drama, starring June 
Allyson. 10.00 Secret Britain. (R) 11.00 
Homes Underthe Hammer. (R) 12.00 
Exploring China: A Culinary Adventure. 
(R) 1.00 Film: Kismet. (1955) Musical 
fantasy, starring Howard Keel. 2.50 Flog 
It! (R) 3.25 The World’s Most 
Extraordinary Homes. (R) 4.25 
Mastermind. (R) 4.55 University 
Challenge. (R) 5.25 Only Connect. (R) 
5.55 Film: Finding Neverland. (2004) 
Fact-based period drama, starring 
Johnny Depp. 

7.30 Britain’s Ancient Capital: Secrets 
of Orkney. Andy Torbet dives 
below the waves in search of the 
inspiration for the first stone circle, 
while Chris Packham and Neil 
Oliver spend the night on an 
abandoned island as they hunt for 
clues as to why cultures change. 
Meanwhile, Shini Somara tests the 
technology behind a bronze age 
sauna and the archaeologists 
uncover a remarkable find. Last in 
the series. (R) 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring and his 
platoon have their hands full with 
two German prisoners and the 
arrival of a suspicious Polish 
captain, while Walker sees a way 
to make easy money. Comedy first 
broadcast in 1968, starring Arthur 
Lowe and John Le Mesurier. (R) 

9.00 Francis Bacon: A Brush with 

Violence. Documentary exploring 
just how much of Francis Bacon’s 
notoriety as a rude, drunken 
loudmouth was a carefully curated 
front he maintained to protect the 
complex and haunted man behind 
his own myth. Making use of 
interviews with celebrity 
commentators, fellow artists, and 
some of the people who knew him 
best, this programme sets out to 
deconstruct the perceived and 
hidden identities of the man 
known as one of the most sought- 
after British artists of the 20th 
century. 

10.20 Film: The Sapphires. (2012) Four 
Aboriginal Australian singers are 
propelled to stardom when they 
entertain American troops in the 
Vietnam War. Drama, starring 
Deborah Mailman and Chris 
O’Dowd. 

12.00 Bowls: World Indoor 
Championships. 1.00 Film: Love Is the 
Devil. (1998) 2.25 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.25 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.00 
Super 4. (R) 7.15 Oddbods. (R) 7.20 
Oddbods. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: 
The Animated Series. (R) 7.50 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.10 
Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! (R) 8.30 
Scrambled!: Bear Grylls Survival School. 
9.05 Scrambled!: Adventure Time. (R) 

9.25 ITV News. 9.30 Rebound. (R) 

10.25 Guess This House. (R) 11.25 
Judge Rinder. (R) 12.25 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.35 River Monsters. (R) 1.05 
Big Star’s Little Star. (R) 2.05 Tipping 
Point. (R) 3.05 The Chase. (R) 4.05 
Dance Dance Dance. (R) 5.35 Regional 
Programme; Weather.5.45 ITV News; 
Weather. 

6.00 You’ve Been Framed! King Size! 

Harry Hill showcases some of the 
biggest disasters captured in video 
form by viewers at home. 

7.00 Ninja Warrior UK. Competitors 
from across the UK test their 
strength, speed and courage in 
this obstacle-course challenge, 
hosted by Ben Shephard, Rochelle 
Humes and Chris Kamara. 

8.00 The Voice UK. Celebrity “coaches” 
William, Tom Jones, Jennifer 
Hudson and Gavin Rossdale 
preside over the fourth instalment 
of the Blind Auditions phase of the 
singing contest. As ever, the 
celebrity panel must decide 
whether to lend their support to 
each act with their backs turned to 
the performer, allowing only the 
contestants’ voice to play a part in 
the selection process. However, as 
places on each coach’s team begin 
to fill up, competition for the 
remaining spots in the next round 
will be more fierce than ever. 

9.30 Through the Keyhole. Comedian 
and game-show host Paddy 
McGuinness, and presenters 
Caroline Flack and Dave Berry join 
Keith Lemon to guess: “who 
habitates in a house like this?”. 

10.30 ITV News; Weather. 

1 0.45 Film: Cliffhanger. (1993) A retired 
mountain rescue expert is drawn 
into a battle of wits with a criminal 
searching for a lost fortune in the 
Rockies. Thriller, starring Sylvester 
Stallone and John Lithgow. 

12.45 Jackpot247.3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.20 The King of Queens. (R) 6.45 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.10 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 8.55 
Frasier. (R) 9.25 The Big Bang Theory. 

(R) 9.55 The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.20 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.50 The 
Simpsons. (R) 11.20 The Simpsons. (R) 
11.50 Jamie and Jimmy’s Friday Night 
Feast. (R) 12.50 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

1.25 Come Dine with Me. (R) 1.55 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 2.25 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 2.55 Come Dine with Me. (R) 

3.25 A Place in the Sun: Summer Sun. 
(R) 4.30 Location, Location, Location. 

(R) 5.35 Grand Designs. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Penelope Keith’s Hidden 

Villages. Penelope Keith seeks 
out remarkable communities in 
Argyll and Bute, where she learns 
about the local Viking saga in Mull, 
and explores how the Crinan Canal 
created one of Scotland’s most 
beautiful short cuts. The presenter 
also visits Mount Stuart House on 
the Isle of Bute, watches a game of 
shinty in Tighnabruaich, and visits 
the island of Easdale; a place 
without roads and cars. (R) 

8.00 Great Canal Journeys. Timothy 
West and Prunella Scales explore 
a network that is completely new 
to them as they embark on a 
voyage across the Netherlands. 
Their journey takes them to the 
gardens of Keukenhof and the 
Teylers Museum in Haarlem, 
before they arrive in Amsterdam, 
where they tour the capital’s canal 
district-the Grachtengordel. (R) 
9.00 Film: The Monuments Men. 

(2014) Premiere. Seven experts in 
fine art are assembled into a 
military platoon during the Second 
World War, and given an unusual 
mission. They are sent into 
occupied Europe to recover 
priceless works of art that have 
fallen into Nazi hands and ensure 
the masterpieces survive the 
conflict. Fact-based drama, 
directed by and starring George 
Clooney. With Matt Damon, Bill 
Murray and Cate Blanchett. 

11.20 Film: Haywire. (2011) A 
mercenary working for the US 
government is betrayed by one of 
her employers and goes in search 
of revenge. Action thriller, with 
Gina Carano. 

1.05 The Last Leg. (R) 2.00 Hollyoaks. 
4.00 Hoarder SOS. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 9.55 The Fairly 
OddParents. (R) 10.30 The Hotel 
Inspector. (R) 11.25 Film: Gold. (1974) 

I. 50 Big Bash Cricket Final: Highlights. 
Action from the final. 3.20 The Yorkshire 
Vet. (R) 4.20 The Yorkshire Vet. (R) 5.20 
The Yorkshire Vet. (R) 

6.15 Nightmare Tenants, Slum 

Landlords. A tenant who turned 
out to be a confidence trickster 
and a letting agent who locked a 
couple out of their own buy-to-let 
investment property. (R) 

7.05 NCIS: Los Angeles. The team 
investigates when a dishonourably 
discharged marine is accused of 
beating a Japanese tourist to 
death, having already been linked 
with the rape of a businessman’s 
daughter. He claims that he is in 
love with the girl he is alleged to 
have raped, and that the 
accusations being thrown in his 
direction are a fabrication initiated 
by her father. 

8.00 NCIS. A young Navy Seaman is 
found dead, with his eyes gouged 
out, after being involved in a car 
accident. Director Vance makes a 
rare return to field duty, pairing up 
with Gibbs to investigate when it 
becomes clear the killing seems to 
be connected to the case of Kip 
Klugman, a former NCIS agent he 
once locked up for stealing 
evidence. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

George Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce action from the latest 
fixtures, which included Aston 
Villa v Bristol City, Norwich City v 
Birmingham City, and Reading v 
Cardiff City. 

9.30 Football on 5: Goal Rush. George 
Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce all the goals from the 
latest matches in Leagues One and 
Two, including Bristol Rovers v 
Swindon Town, and Yeovil Town v 
Doncaster Rovers. 

10.00Celebrity Big Brother. Highlights 
of the housemates’ past 24 hours 
underthe all-seeing eye of Big 
Brother, as they cope with living 
alongside one another. 

II. 05 Body Freaks: Old Face, New 

Face. Documentary following 
people who have had extreme 
cosmetic transformations. (R) 
12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Celebrity Big 
Brother. (R) 4.00 Celebrity Botched Up 
Bodies. (R) 4.50 Divine Designs. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 Crossing England in a Punt: River of 
Dreams 8.00 Treasures of the Indus 9.00 
Lost Kingdoms of Central America 10.00 
The Young Montalbano 11.55 Top of the 
Pops: 1983 12.35 Otis Redding: Soul 
Ambassador 1.40 Classic Soul at the BBC 
2.40 Sings Motown 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

11.00 Ninja Warrior UK 12.00 Take Me 
Out Celebrity Special 1.00 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold 2.05 Film: Step Up 2: The 
Streets (2008) 3.05 FYI Daily 3.10 Film: 
Step Up 2: The Streets (2008) 4.05 Film: 
Looney Tunes: Back in Action (2003) 

5.05 FYI Daily 5.10 Film: Looney Tunes: 
Back in Action (2003) 5.50 Film: Nanny 
McPhee and the Big Bang (2010) 6.50 
FYI Daily 6.55 Film: Nanny McPhee and 
the Big Bang (2010) 8.00 Film: The 
Hobbit: The Desolation of Smaug (2013) 
9.00 FYI Daily 9.05 Film: The Hobbit: The 
Desolation of Smaug (2013) 11.10 
Family Guy 12.40 American Dad! 1.35 
The Cleveland Show 2.00 Dads 2.25 
Safeword 3.00 Teleshopping 
ITV3 

2.00 Agatha Christie’s Marple 4.00 
Midsomer Murders 8.00 Doc Martin 9.00 
Midsomer Murders 11.00 Lewis 1.05 
Blue Murder 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.00 Film: The Man from the Alamo 
(1953) 12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 Film: The 
Man from the Alamo (1953) 12.45 
Storage Wars 1.15 ITV Racing Live from 
Cheltenham and Doncaster. Coverage of 
today’s race meetings at Cheltenham and 
Doncaster. 4.30 Film: Lawman (1971) 

5.30 FYI Daily 5.35 Film: Lawman 

(1971) 6.30 Pawn Stars 7.00 Darts: The 
Masters Live. Coverage of day two from 
Milton Keynes. 11.00 Film: Resident Evil 
(2002) 12.00 FYI Daily 12.05 Film: 
Resident Evil (2002) 1.05 River Monsters 
2.05 Storage Wars 2.30 Sporting 
Funnies 2.40 ITV4 Nightscreen 
E4 

12.00 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 1.00 Film: 
School of Rock (2003) 3.15 Rude(ish) 
Tube Shorts 3.30 The Big Bang Theory 
9.00 Film: X-Men: First Class (2011) 
11.35 Gogglebox 1.15 First Dates 2.25 
Virtually Famous 3.05 Chewing Gum 

3.30 Revenge 4.55 The Goldbergs 
Film4 

1.00 The Poseidon Adventure (1972) 

3.20 The House of Magic (2013) 5.05 
Clueless (1995) 6.55 Millions (2004) 

8.50 Loving Interview Special 9.00 
Slumdog Millionaire (2008) 11.25 Yakuza 
Apocalypse (2015) 1.40 R100 (2013) 
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SUNDAY’S TV JANUARY 29 


CHOICE 


BBC1 


BBC2 


ITV 


CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL 5 


DIGITAL 



Emily Watson 


Apple Tree Yard 
(BBC1, 9pm) 

Yvonne shuts down in the 
aftermath of the attack, unable 
to report the crime to the police 
or open up to her husband. 
Things only get worse when her 
attacker begins stalking her, 
progressing from e-mails to 
following her. Terrified, she 
turns to Costley for support. He 
arranges a meeting at a safe 
house and she becomes 
tempted to enlist his help in 
getting revenge. Gary makes a 
startling admission on the 
morning that Yvonne prepares 
to accompany Costley as he 
seeks out her attacker - which 
leads her into an even worse 
situation. 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.35 MOTD: FA Cup 
Highlights. (R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 11.00 
Regional Programme. 11.50 Match of 
the Day Live: The FA Cup. 2.00 BBC 
News; Weather. 2.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 
3.00 Songs of Praise. 3.35 Match of the 
Day Live: The FA Cup. Manchester United 
v Wigan Athletic (Kick-off 4.00pm). 

6.05 BBC News. 

6.20 Regional Programme. 

6.30 Countryfile. Matt Baker and Ellie 
Harrison present the show from 
the Peak District. Matt investigates 
a project to protect the area’s 
moorland, while Ellie meets a 
photographer and a mountaineer 
working together on an unusual 
collaboration. Edith Bowman 
explores the East Neuk of Fife, 

Tom Heap reports on broadband 
access in rural areas, and Adam 
Flenson completes his journey 
across New Zealand. 

7.30 Still Open All Hours. A 
mysterious woman comes 
looking for Eric, and Kath is not 
convinced by his claims to have no 
idea who she is. Granville tries to 
promote the medicinal qualities of 
turnips. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. Sister Ursula 
insists the midwives do not 
become emotionally involved with 
their patients, but her harsh new 
approach proves hard to cope with 
in the face of two devastating 
cases. A father-to-be is badly 
injured in an explosion, leaving 
him unable to work to support his 
family, and a couple with dwarfism 
expecting their first child are 
warned that their child may be 
stillborn. 

9.00 Apple Tree Yard. Yvonne is 
stalked by her attacker and is 
unable to talk to either her 
husband or the police. She turns 
to Costley for support, only to find 
herself plunged into a greater 
nightmare. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 MOTD: FA Cup Highlights. The 
latest matches in the FA Cup fourth 
round, which included Millwall v 
Watford, Fulham v Hull City, and 
Manchester United v Wigan 
Athletic. 

11.20The Boy Who Tried to Kill Trump. 

12.05 The Celebrity Apprentice USA. 

1.30 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.35 
BBC News. 


6.15 Coast. (R) 7.15 A to Z of TV 
Gardening. (R) 8.00 An Island Parish: 
Anguilla. (R) 8.30 The Edible Garden. (R) 
9.00 Countryfile. (R) 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Best Bites. 11.30 Nigel Slater’s 
Dish of the Day. (R) 12.00 Figure 
Skating: European Championships. 1.00 
Tennis: Australian Open Highlights. 2.30 
Live Bowls: World Indoor 
Championships. The men’s singles final. 

5.15 Yellowstone: The Blazing Summer. 

(R) 

6.15 Ski Sunday. Including action from 
the World Cup night slalom in 
Schladming, Austria, and the 
women’s downhill event staged in 
Cortina, Italy. 

7.00 City in the Sky. Dallas Campbell 
and Dr Hannah Fry examine the 
advanced technology needed to 
ensure the safety of the one million 
people estimated to be travelling 
by plane at any given time. They 
discover the daily routines of air 
traffic controllers in the busiest 
airspace in the world and pilots 
flying thousands of miles at night. 
Plus, transporting horses by 
planes and in-flight medical 
advice. (R) 

8.00 Dragons’ Den. The panel assesses 
the profit-making potential of a 
range of dolls inspired by history, 
a new kind of bicycle indicator 
light, and a honey-infused drink 
made by beekeepers. 

9.00 Special Forces-Ultimate Hell 
Week. New series. Reggie Yates 
hosts the military training 
challenge. The recruits are put 
through their paces by a former 
colonel in the South African 
Special Forces Brigade. 

10.00 01 XL. Guests Colin Lane, Sarah 
Millican and Noel Fielding join 
regular panellist Alan Davies and 
host Sandi Toksvig to contemplate 
the theme “numbers” in this 
extended episode. 

10.45 Live at the Apollo. Sarah Millican 
presents stand-up comedy from 
the Hammersmith Apollo, with 
rising star Tom Allen and US 
comedian Arj Barker. (R) 

11.30 Film: The Cider House Rules. 

(1999) A doctor’s assistant living 
in the orphanage where he grew 
up sets out to see more of life, but 
faces difficult moral decisions. 
Drama, starring Tobey Maguire 
and Michael Caine. 

1.30 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 2.30 
Holby City. (R) 3.30 This Is BBC Two. 

5.30 Secrets of the Mona Lisa. (R) 


6.00 CITV: Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. 6.10 Grizzly Tales for Gruesome 
Kids. (R) 6.25 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 
Signed Stories: Share a Story. (R) 7.00 
Super 4. (R) 7.15 Oddbods. (R) 7.20 
Oddbods. (R) 7.30 Scrambled!: 
Scrambled! 7.35 Scrambled!: Mr Bean: 
The Animated Series. (R) 7.50 
Scrambled!: Ultimate Spider-Man: Web 
Warriors. 8.20 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.45 Scrambled!: Teen Titans 
Go! (R) 9.05 Scrambled!: Adventure 
Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
Countrywise: Guide to Britain. (R) 10.00 
Peston on Sunday. 11.00 Gino’s Italian 
Escape: Hidden Italy. (R) 11.30 
Chopping Block. (R) 12.30 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.35 Judge Rinder. (R) 1.35 
Tipping Point. (R) 2.35 Ninja Warrior UK. 
(R) 3.35 The Voice UK. (R) 5.05 
Regional Programme; Weather.5.15 ITV 
News; Weather. 5.30 The Chase: 

Celebrity Special. (R) 

6.30 Dance Dance Dance. Alesha 

Dixon and Will Best host the dance 
contest. The celebrity contestants 
try to replicate routines made 
famous by Bruno Mars, Beyonce 
and Justin Bieberto impress 
judges Ashley Banjo, Tina Landon 
and Timor Steffens and secure 
themselves a place in next week’s 
penultimate episode. 

8.00 Endeavour. The discovery of a 
2000-year-old body provides fresh 
evidence in a five-year-old 
unsolved missing persons case, 
so Morse and Thursday take up 
the investigation, discovering a 
possible link to a local pagan ritual 
to celebrate the harvest. The 
investigation leads them to a 
nuclear power station, where they 
face a conspiracy of silence 
concerning an experimental new 
reactor and a potential disaster 
that could devastate Oxford. Guest 
starring Sheila Hancock, widow of 
original Inspector Morse star John 
Thaw. Last in the series. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15 Peston on Sunday. (R) 
11.15Anglo-Welsh Cup Highlights. 

Action from the latest Anglo- 
Welsh fixtures, including Scarlets 
v Saracens, Sale Sharks v Cardiff 
Blues, Ospreys v Bristol and 
Leicester Tigers v Northampton 
Saints. 

12.15 Jackpot247.3.00 Chopping Block. 
(R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 7.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 
9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 

12.30 George Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. 
(R) 1.30 The Simpsons. (R) 1.55 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.25 Film: Epic. (2013) 
Animated adventure, with the voice of 
Amanda Seyfried. 4.30 Channel 4 News. 
4.55 Film: Avatar. (2009) Sci-fi 
adventure, starring Sam Worthington. 
8.00 Walking the Americas. The final 
leg of Levison Wood’s journey 
brings him to Panama, where he 
ventures through the Darien Gap, 
one of the world’s most dangerous 
stretches of jungle, to reach 
Colombia. He also visits the 
Panama Canal, explores an 
uncharted cave that is home to 
vampire bats, and spends some 
time with an indigenous tribe living 
deep in the jungle. Last in the 
series. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie and Reda battle 
for their client, Quinn fights 
against his new life, and Saul and 
Dar suspect Keane has a secret. 
Claire Danes and Rupert Friend 
star. 

10.00 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts the words-and- 
numbers quiz, as Jon Richardson 
and David O’Doherty take on 
Johnny Vegas and Jamie Laing. 
Holly Walsh helps out in Dictionary 
Corner. (R) 

11.00 Film: Sleepy Hollow. (1999) A 
sceptical 18th-century detective 
takes on a headless horseman 
who decapitates his victims. Tim 
Burton’s gothic horror, with 
Johnny Depp, Christina Ricci and 
Miranda Richardson. 

1.00 How to Lose Weight Well. Dr Xand 
van Tulleken and dietician Hala El-Shafie 
help a student to slim down for her 
graduation day, and a groom also 
attempts to lose weight. (R) 1.55 
Heston’s Great British Food. A twist on 
the classic British afternoon tea, 
featuring a cake stand made out of 
sponge, a Darjeeling and hedgerow brew 
and an edible sandwich casino. (R) 2.50 
The Autistic Gardener. Award-winning 
designer Alan Gardner and his team of 
fellow autistic horticultural enthusiasts 
radically update a couple’s neglected plot 
in north east London. (R) 3.40 Win It 
Cook It. Two more teams of contestants 
answer questions to win a selection of 
today’s mixed bag of ingredients. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Milkshake! Monkey. 
6.05 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R) 6.10 
Peppa Pig. (R) 6.15 Angelina Ballerina. 
(R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 6.40 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 6.50 Zack and 
Quack. (R) 7.00 Seaside Antics. (R) 7.10 
Fireman Sam. (R) 7.20 Pip Ahoy! (R) 
7.35 Little Princess. (R) 7.45 Paw Patrol. 
(R) 7.55 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.25 Noddy in Toyland. 

(R) 8.40 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. 
(R) 8.55 Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.25 
Peppa Pig. (R) 9.35 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.45 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.55 
The Fairly OddParents. (R) 10.30 
Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 11.00 
Football on 5: The Championship. (R) 

11.30 Police Interceptors Unleashed. (R) 
12.00 Dads Make You Laugh Out Loud. 
(R) 1.00 Toddlers Make You Laugh Out 
Loud 2. (R) 2.00 Film: The First Wives 
Club. (1996) Revenge comedy, starring 
Goldie Hawn, Bette Midler and Diane 
Keaton. 4.00 Film: Miss Congeniality. 
(2000) Comedy, starring Sandra Bullock. 
6.10 Film: Leap Year. (2010) A woman 
plans to take advantage of an Irish 
tradition to propose to her 
boyfriend while on holiday in 
Dublin. When they become 
separated, she faces a disastrous 
journey across the country in the 
company of a charming local 
innkeeper, and is tempted to leave 
her boyfriend for her travelling 
companion. Romantic comedy, 
starring Amy Adams, Matthew 
Goode and Adam Scott. 

8.00 Cats Make You Laugh Out Loud 4. 
lain Lee narrates a compilation of 
internet videos featuring cats 
doing bizarre and humorous 
things. With contributions from 
Andi Osho, Felicity Ward and Scott 
Capurro. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The 

remaining housemates embark on 
their final week, knowing only one 
of them can be crowned Celebrity 
Big Brother winner on Friday night. 
10.00 Film: Life As We Know It. (2010) 
Premiere. Two people who do not 
get on are forced to live together 
when they are named guardians 
of their dead friends’ baby 
daughter. Comedy, starring 
Katherine Heigl. Includes 5 News 
Update at 11 pm. 

12.15 Film: Going the Distance. (2010) 
2.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Saw: The 
Final Chapter. (2010) 4.40 Access. 4.50 
House Doctor. (R) 5.40 Angels of Jarm. 
(R) 5.50 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 David Starkey’s Music & Monarchy 
8.00 British History’s Biggest Fibs with 
Lucy Worsley 9.00 Rich Hall’s You Can 
Goto Hell, I’m Going to Texas 10.30 
Film: Underthe Rainbow (2013) 12.15 
Lost Kingdoms of Central America 1.15 
Sound of Musicals with Neil Brand 2.15 
Bollywood and Beyond: A Century of 
Indian Cinema 3.45 Close 
ITV2 

11.30 The Voice UK1.00 2Awesome 
1.05 2Awesome: Guidance 1.40 
2Awesome: Side Effects 2.20 2Awesome: 
Third Wheel 2.40 2Awesome: LA Story 
3.00 Film: Inspector Gadget (1999) 4.00 
FYI Daily 4.05 Film: Inspector Gadget 

(1999) 4.35 Film: The Lord of the Rings: 
The Fellowship of the Ring (2001) 5.35 
FYI Daily 5.40 Film: The Lord of the 
Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring (2001) 
8.00 Film: Skyfall (2012) 9.00 FYI Daily 
9.05 Film: Skyfall (2012) 10.45 Family 
Guy 12.45 American Dad! 1.45 The 
Cleveland Show 2.10 The Hot Desk: 
Louisa Johnson 2.20 Teleshopping 5.50 
ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.50 Wycliffe 1.55 Film: Columbo: 
Agenda for Murder (1990) 4.00 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 6.00 Midsomer 
Murders 8.00 This Time Next Year 9.00 
Tonight at the London Palladium 10.00 
Birds of a Feather 10.30 Film: Changeling 
(2008) 11.35 FYI Daily 11.40 Film: 
Changeling (2008) 1.20 A Touch of Frost 
3.10 May the Best House Win 4.55 On 
the Buses 5.45 ITV3 Nightscreen 
ITV4 

12.45 Darts: The Masters Live. 5.00 The 
Darts Show 5.55 Mr Bean 7.00 Darts: 

The Masters Live. The semi-finals and 
final from Milton Keynes. 11.00 Film: 
Barb Wire (1996) 12.00 FYI Daily 12.05 
Film: Barb Wire (1996) 1.05 River 
Monsters 2.05 Hell on Wheels 2.55 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

3.00 The Big Bang Theory: Superheroes 
7.00 Film: X-Men (2000) 9.00 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 10.00 Film: Ghost 
Rider: Spirit of Vengeance (2011) 11.50 
Britain’s Favourite Superhero 1.30 Tattoo 
Fixers 2.30 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 

3.15 Rude(ish) Tube 3.35 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

1.00 The Love Bug (1968) 3.10 The 
Borrowers (1997) 4.50 Sunshine on 
Leith (2013) 6.50 The River Wild (1994) 
9.00 Now You See Me (2013) 11.15 
Spring Breakers (2012) 1.05 The 
Kingdom of Dreams and Madness (2013) 

3.30 Close 
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PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

Hidden Truth: Lies Will Surface, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A young woman is forced to prove her brother’s 
innocence after a teenage girl is found murdered in a 
California town. But she discovers a disturbing dark 
side to the community, and the hidden identity of the 
killer. Thriller, starring Shawn Christian. (2016) 

TUESDAY 

Fatal Memories, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Successful lawyer Sutton is confronted by a horrific 
scene when she returns to her family home to find her 
mother has been brutally stabbed to death, and her 
troubled younger sister April standing over the body 
with a bloodied knife. Despite the overwhelming 
evidence against her sibling, Sutton is convinced April 
is innocent, and sets out prove it. Mystery thriller, 
starring Italia Ricci and Magda Apanowicz. (2015) 

WEDNESDAY 

Nightmare from the Past, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Two decades after four high school students 
accidentally killed a mansion’s owner, a mother faces 
a ghost from her youth in the form of the obsessed 
ex-con who paid the price for the friends’ crimes. 
Thriller, starring Ashley Scott. (2015) 



THURSDAY 

Garage Sale Mystery 7: The Art of Murder, Channel 
5, 3.15pm 

While busy preparing for a charity garage sale event, 
an antique store owner discovers a body in the attic of 
a nearby home. Using her eye for detail, as well as 
her experience with antiques and murder, she sets 
about putting together clues to help catch a killer. 
Drama, starring Lori Loughlin. (2016) 


FRIDAY 

The Guardian, BBC1,11.55pm 

A distinguished coastguard is recruited to prepare the 
next generation of aspiring search and rescue 
specialists. He meets his match with a talented and 
troubled rookie - a high-school swimming champion 
who is determined to inherit the instructor’s crown. 
However, throughout the rigorous training the pair 
forge a strong friendship and settle the struggle for 
with Kevin Costner. (2006) 


Coastal Journey brings 


back the memories 


T he United Kingdom has one of 
the world’s most varied coastal 
landscapes, from sweeping 
sands and rugged cliffs, to spits and 
mudflats. Then there’s the wealth of 
historic fishing villages and colourful 
seaside towns which attract many 
visitors every year. 

In his latest travelogue, Robson 
Green explores some of Blighty’s 
most intriguing stretches of coastline 
and discovers what it is about the 
shoreline that continues to inspire. 

‘Throughout my life, I’ve always felt 
happiest when near the sea,” he 
explains. “I grew up close to the coast, 
and I’ve swam or fished off the shores 
of more than a 100 different countries. 
Now I want to explore the very edges 
of Britain.” 

The actor and presenter travels to 
four very different stretches of 
coastline, and meets people who 
share his passion for our shores. 

In the first episode he’s off to a 
90-mile stretch of North Devon coast 
that holds childhood memories for 
him. His adventure begins at the 
popular seaside resort of Ilfracombe, 


a town that attracts thousands of 
visitors every summer. 

‘There are parts of North Devon 
that make you feel like you’re stepping 
back in time,” explains Robson. “So 
I’m hoping this journey will help me 
understand just how and why our love 
affair with the coast began.” 

Our Victorian ancestors’ desire to be 
beside the seaside was so great, they 
would often go to extraordinary lengths 
to access the best places to soak up 
the sun. Privately owned tidal pools, 
with steep cliffs offered the perfect 
shelter for bathing, but they could only 
be accessed by boat, so almost 200 
years ago, hundreds of Welsh miners 
were tasked with carving a network of 
tunnels through the cliffs, to open the 
pools up to the public. 

Aside from investigating a Victorian 
invention designed to avoid 
embarrassing swimwear mishaps 
while changing, Green also sees how 
the high tidal ranges and craggy rocks 
make the perfect habitat for marine life. 

Following a night under canvas, the 
eponymous star takes a boat ride 
10-miles southwest of Bideford, to the 


port of Clovelly. With its cobbled 
streets and 13th-century harbour, the 
village evokes the character and 
atmosphere of a bygone age. 

Given its picturesque appeal, there’s 
little wonder it has featured in film 
versions of Sense and Sensibility and 
Treasure Island. However, after 
arriving in this quiet seaside village, 
Robson is involved in a true life drama 
and a real rescue mission. 

Later, he visits Lundy, a dozen miles 
off the North Devon coast; it’s one of 
the UK’s most unspoiled islands. 
However, just getting there proves to 
be a struggle, thanks to the Bristol 
Channel whose choppy waters leave 
the star a little green around the gills. 

With feet back on terra firma, he’s 
soon suspended precariously over it 
as he scales the sea cliff on the west 
side of the island known as the Devil’s 
Slide. At 400-feet in length, it’s the 
largest slab of granite in Europe. 

Once a pop star, it seems Robson 
is now keen on becoming a rock star, 
but as the show reveals, it’s not long 
before his mind starts playing tricks on 
him. 



BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Undercover: Britain’s Cheap Clothes - 
Channel 4 Dispatches 
Channel 4,8pm 

The British public have certainly taken internet 
shopping to their hearts - a few years ago, Black 
Friday and Cyber Monday were largely unknown 
concepts in the UK, but this year these pre- 
Christmas sales days saw us spend almost 
£6.5billion online. In her continuing investigation into 
Britain’s cheap clothing market, Morland Sanders 
looks into what the home-delivery economy boom 
means for the workers in some of the 1,500 
warehouses that have sprung up in Britain to 
service these orders. Secret filming shows the 
realities of operatives walking miles of floorspace a 
day to make sure the clothes are dispatched during 
the busiest time of year and also asks what 
happens if an employee is unwell, turns up late or 
doesn’t want to work overtime. 

TUESDAY 

Further Back in Time for Dinner 
BBC2, 8pm 

The Robshaw family enter the turbulent 1910s and 
the First World War turns all their lives upside down, 
putting Rochelle back in the kitchen instead of 
servant Debbie. Never a natural cook, she struggles 



WEDNESDAY 

DIY SOS: The Big Build 

BBC1, 9pm 

There was a time when the original DIY SOS 
was just Nick Knowles and a bunch of mates 
having a laugh as they raced against the 
clock to transform peoples’ houses, and lives. 
Then the projects became more serious as it 
became obvious that viewers in floods of 
tears equalled good ratings. The Big Build 
continues to pluck at the heart strings with 
one of the most moving editions to date. 

Nick, Laurence Llewelyn-Bowen and the 
team are in the Worcestershire village 
of Eckington to help 17-year-old 
Antonia Payne-Cheney. She has a 
rare condition called Ehlers-Danlos 
syndrome that causes her joints to 
regularly dislocate. And because 
she can’t eat normally, she has 


Tracey Ullman’s Show, Friday, BBC1,9.30pm 


THURSDAY 
Parenting for Idiots 
Channel 4,10pm 

New series. Light-hearted 
documentary in which a cast 
of famous faces reveal the 
many sides of modern 
parenting in a succession of 
magic moments and horror 
stories, while child-free 
celebrities experience the 
realities of looking after a 
child for the first time. 
Episode one focuses 
)n the different types 
of chaos that ensue 
from having 
children, with Sally 
Phillips discussing 
living with nits, 
Frankie Boyle 


to feed the family as supplies start to run out and 
the war puts an end to their previously carefree 
lives. However, the decade has its positives too 
with the freedom of a bike ride and an idyllic picnic, 
and a visit from celebrity chef John Torode - but 
even he cannot salvage something tasty from 
1918’s fish sausages. 


to be fed through a tube. The builders need to 
create a sterile space for medical procedures in her 
bedroom, a specially adapted wet room and an 
area where she can socialise with friends and 
family. Have those hankies on stand-by. You may 
need them. 


revealing how his children embarrass him, and 
Andrew Flintoff divulging a few truths about the 
Tooth Fairy. Plus, non-parents Jamie Laing and 
Mark-Francis Vandelli get a taste of parenthood by 
looking after a five-month-old baby for the day. 

FRIDAY 

Celebrity Big Brother: Live Final 
Channel 5,9pm 

After four-and-a-half weeks of nominations, tasks, 
evictions and walkouts, the nail-biting moment has 
finally arrived for the remaining All Stars and New 
Stars to hear the public’s verdict. Emma Willis 
whittles them down one by one until this year’s 
winner is known - but not before Marcus Bentley 
narrates highlights of their last day in the house. 

Tracey Ullman’s Show 
BBC1,9.30pm 

New series. The start of a fresh run of comedy 
sketches featuring the talented entertainer, who 
made her name in the UK in the early 1980s before 
settling for some time in the United States. 
Delinquent Dame Judi Dench is back, but will being 
a National Treasure be enough to save her this 
time? Ambitious politician Nicola Sturgeon has her 
sights set on more than just Scotland, while there’s 
a heartfelt song from German leader Angela Merkel. 



FULL TONGUI 


Concrete 

Garages 


Summer 

Houses 


Log Cabins 

& Garden Rooms 


FREE 

FITTING 


FREE 

FITTING 


VIEW 

ONLINE 


selected products 

< Old Buildings Removed 
a Asbestos Disposal 
Y Base Laying Service 
Vf Free Quotations 


Fitted prices from 

Single Garage 04 C OO 
16ft x 8ft I 

Double Garage 

16ft x 16ft LOUOO 


Fitted prices from 
7ft x 5ft £599 Verandf 
8ft x 6ft £725 V 
8ft x 8ft £789 V 


Fitting service available 
Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Huge Range S Made To Measure Service S Lined & Insulated Options ^Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We nak il 


BETTA 


FIXED PRICE 
RECRUITMENT 
PACKAGE 


FILL YOUR NEXT 
VACANCY WITH 
OUR BRONZE FIXED 
PRICE RECRUITMENT 
PACKAGE 


Bronze package includes: 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Express & Star (Thursday) 

• 5cm x 2 column advert in Chronicle of your choice 

• Two week listing on jobs.expressandstar.com 

• 5 line advert to appear in Express & Star Classified jobs for 5 nights 

• We will run the lineage and online advert on a daily basis until you 
fill the vacancy 


Package Price £399* 

Contact Tracey Thompson 

on 01902 319645 or email 

tracey.thompson@expressandstar.co.uk 
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BRAIN GYM 


No.413 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

F 

2 

J 

0 

N 

5 

T 

W 

7 

K 

8 

s 

9 Z 

10 

Y 

11 

C 

12 

L 

13 

E 

14 

V 

15 

B 

16 

P 

17 

A 

18 

G 

19 

D 

20 

X 

21 

1 

22 

Q 

23 

R 

24 

u 

25 

M 

26 

H 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

7. No ride smoothed 
out (6) 

8. Develop half-love 
after love returned 
( 6 ) 

10. Cruel, as outside 
the church (7) 

11. Knotty points for 
those voting against 
- about 500 (5) 

12. In addition; I object 
about alternative 
indicator (4) 

13. Night object (5) 

17. External 
appearance of 
ropes, say (5) 

18. Court dunderhead 
in the trees (4) 

22. It’s all right to bring 
father back to take 
one animal (5) 

23. About to beat, drive 
back (7) 

24. Trance-producing 
drink (6) 

25. Took part in musical 
game, perhaps (6) 


Down 


1. Charming, maybe, 
but won’t charm 
everybody’s heart 
(7) 

2. 100 having a 
sure winner in 
entertainment (7) 

3. Part of 9 is nothing 
more than a 
prisoner’s room (5) 

4. Getting everybody 
on a level at the end 
of the day? (7) 

5. Go smoothly along 
with learner in the 
team (5) 

6. Stop 100 getting 
relief (5) 

9. Roar madly about 
box with instruments 
in it (9) 

14. Make false claim 
about America 
being notedly 
harmonious (7) 

15. Simultaneous 
discharges of 
missiles on court? 
(7) 

16. A theologian to 
finish article in 
appendix (7) 

19. Meat in the meeting 
place (5) 

20. When steps are 
taken by the troops? 
(5) 

21. Fruit to put very 
quietly in drink (5) 



Sudoku 


7 

9 




1 




2 



7 

5 


6 




4 



9 




3 


6 




5 


3 

4 



3 


4 


2 



4 
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6 


7 




4 





2 



7 

8 


2 

9 



1 




4 




8 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 

7. Fixed (6) 

8. Cope (6) 

10. Speech (7) 

11. Boats (5) 

12. Solicitude (4) 

13. Niggard (5) 

17. Hold up (5) 

18. Stockings (4) 

22. Commerce (5) 

23. Detestable (7) 

24. Trust (6) 

25. Decisive moment (6) 


Down 

1. Foretell (7) 

2. Affect (7) 

3. Lukewarm (5) 

4. School bag (7) 

5. Heathen (5) 

6. Pier (5) 

9. Aversion (9) 

14. Fault (7) 

15. Admit (7) 

16. Hermit (7) 

19. Adhere (5) 

20. Hesitate (5) 

21. Tale (5) 



5 6 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 All up; 4 Lunatic; 8 
Conduct; 9 Wooer; 10 Most; 11 Entrance; 13 
Dive; 14 Here; 16 Accurate; 17 Open; 20 Image; 
21 Remorse; 22 Greatly; 23 Treat. 

Down: 1 Accommodating; 2 Lines; 3 Pout; 4 
Latent; 5 Newsreel; 6 Trounce; 7 Correspondent; 
12 Overheat; 13 Declare; 15 Stormy; 18 Purge; 
19 Emit. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Repel; 4 Repress; 8 Project; 9 
Topic; 10 Ease; 11 Decrease; 13 Deed; 14 Gain; 
16 Severity; 17 Maze; 20 Barge; 21 Irksome; 22 
Element; 23 Press. Down: 1 Reprehensible; 2 
Pious; 3 Lees; 4 Rather; 5 Paternal; 6 Explain; 

7 Secretiveness; 12 Reprieve; 13 Divorce; 15 
Strict; 18 Alone; 19 Skip. 


Niner 


Who wrote the Aldwych farces of the 
1920s? 

Of which well-known effect is red shift an 
example? 

In which market town did Judge Jeffreys 
hold the Bloody Assizes of 1685? 

Which health resort lies between Lakes 
Brienz and Thun? 

5. Which King Harold was killed at the 
Battle of Hastings? 


6. In which art gallery is the Mona Lisa? 

7. Which mathematical functions did John 
Napier discover in 1614? 

8. Between which three fruits is the ugli a 
cross? 

9. Which sugar forms five per cent of cow’s 
milk? 

10. Who wrote And Quiet Flows The Don? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Swiss; 2 US Civil War; 3 James 
Kelman; 4 The Blue Angel; 5 Menelaus; 

6 Manitoba; 7 Four; 8 Sodium; 9 A water 
bug; 10 French Revolutionary calendar. 
Niner: DISPROVEN 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


26352 gives a blood vessel, 

23583489 gives blood vessels, 

13247 gives part of the nervous system. 


i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


Thinking space 
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MOT 


With every Full Service* 





ENGINE 

SIZE 


INTERIM/ 

SHORT 


FULL/ 

ANNUAL 


Up-to 999c c 

£50 

£106 

lOOOcc - 1200cc 

£68 

£115 

1300cc 1600CC 

£78 

£125 

ITOOcc 2000cc 

£85 

£139 

up to 2400cc 

£95 

£150 

Over 2SOOcc 

POA 

POA 


tvny Mtv+oa coma* tor*ci par OCMiptt 

ru»fH« ip#k 

PPM** checked*will* quoim tar f - mu a 



Cannock 

40* Longford Rd, Bridgrtoww 
Cannock WS11 OOF 

T: 01543 500 555 


r 


• ADDONS 


BMIW 

£19 


| COOLANT CHANCE 

£35 



Bloxwich 

71 Park Rd, Bloxwich, 

WS3 3SW 

T: 01922 477 882 


eurofitautocentres.co.uk 


nftm frtr %*4 ** t* **0+*0*+tn wefc «rvy rfh* 
0*Vr «<**■> v*t M.rth 20T7 •*>«•> 

Tacrm 4 condtof* apply 
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King of the jungle - a ring-tailed lemur in Madagascar 


Destinations off the beaten track 


REMEDY January blues by plan¬ 
ning your holidays. Fancy a new 
experience, here are four over¬ 
seas locations to top this year’s 
wish-list for far away, and not- 
so-far-away, destinations. 

SANTIAGO, CHILE: Best for long 
haul 

This month, British Airways launch their 
longest flight, a 14-hour and 40-minute di¬ 
rect route from London Heathrow to Chil¬ 
ean capital, Santiago. (Flights from £680 
return if booked in March; www.britishair- 
ways.com) 

Delve into the life of Nobel Prize-winning 
poet and political activist Pablo Neruda, the 
subject of new acclaimed art house film - 
Neruda - starring Gael Garcia Bernal. 
Neruda’s three eccentric houses have been 
transformed into museums; two along the 
coast in Valparaiso and Isla Negra, and one 
in Santiago’s Bellavista district. Visit www. 
fundacionneruda.org/en for opening times 
and entry prices. 

A 10-minute walk away, across the capi¬ 
tal’s fast-flowing Mapocho River, lies trendy 
area Lastarria, home to new boutique hotel 


Magnolia. Built in 1929, the former fam¬ 
ily home has been restored to its former 
Neo-Gothic glory, with an elegant bar and 
reading library. Rooms from £145 with 
breakfast, visit hotelmagnolia.cl 

FINLAND: Best for short haul 

This December, Finland celebrates 100 
years of independence from the Russian Re¬ 
public, with celebrations and new openings 
happening throughout 2017. 

The most exciting project is the designa¬ 
tion of new national park Hossa, in eastern 
Finland’s Kainuu region, which will become 
the outdoor-loving nation’s largest pro¬ 
tected nature area. 

Hike trails, canoe waterways, or seek out 
Stone Age rock paintings. Overnight in a 
cabin or embrace the wilderness by camp¬ 
ing; bookings can be made at the Hossa 
Visitor Centre (www.nationalparks.fi/en/ 
hossavisitorcentre). 

Although the woodland setting perfectly 
matches author Tove Jansson’s whimsi¬ 
cal imagination, you won’t bump into any 
Moomins in Hossa. Instead, head to Tam¬ 
pere, in June, when the newly renovated 
Moomin Museum opens, showcasing more 
than 2,000 pieces of memorabilia (muum- 


ilaakso.tampere.fi/en). Everyone is invited 
to the party from August 25-27, when out¬ 
door tables will be laid across the country 
for Finland’s ambitious Let’s Eat Together 
festival (syodaanyhdessa.fi/in-english). 

MADAGASCAR: Best for wildlife 

Revered for its endemic wildlife, most 
notably the charismatic lemur, this African 
island, lapped by the Indian Ocean, is ben¬ 
efiting from improved infrastructure and 
accommodation options. 

Managed by Norman Carr Safaris, the 
new Miavana resort sits on Nosy Ankao, 
part of a private five-island archipelago 
off the north-east tip of the mainland. Dis¬ 
sected by lagoons and fringed with reefs, 
it’s ideally located for observing the island’s 
marine bio-diversity. 

Visit between June and November to 
spot migrating humpback whales. To find 
out more, see www.timeandtideafrica.com/ 
miavana (the property is due to open early 
2017). 

A more economical option for exploring 
Madagascar is G Adventures’ new eight-day 
Baobab & Tsingy Explorer trip, focussing 
on the central region and its famous spiky 
rock formations. The trip costs from £999 


per person, excluding flights; visit www. 
gadventures. com 

PAPHOS, CYPRUS: Best for culture 

Offset hours spent snoozing on a sun¬ 
lounger by clocking up cultural pursuits in 
2017’s balmy European Capital of Culture. 

Throughout the year, 300 events will be 
staged against a backdrop of Hellenistic 
tombs and Roman fortresses in the birth¬ 
place of ancient goddess Aphrodite on the 
island’s south-west coast. 

A varied programme will include open-air 
concerts in the medieval Castle Square, cin¬ 
ema screenings on the beach, dance shows 
in the street and an art exhibition along the 
Akamas Peninsula. For more details, visit 
www.pafos2017 .eu 

The mosaics of Nea Paphos (Aphrodite’s 
Sacred City) are rated among the most 
beautiful in the world and have earned Un- 
esco World Heritage status. In October, ar¬ 
chaeologist Sharon Walker from the British 
Museum will be hosting a series of work¬ 
shops about the mosaics at Paphos’ sophis¬ 
ticated beachside Almyra hotel. Rooms cost 
from £86 per night with breakfast; www. 
thanoshotels .com 


CHATSWORTH 

Flower Show and Harrogate 


**►>11116 



Departing Saturday 10 June 2017 


Quote Code: XLE808 


The first ever RHS Chatsworth Flower Show in 2017 
is set to showcase ‘Design Revolutionaries’ and 
promises to be unlike any other flower show, so 
book early because we expect demand to be heavy. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star Yorkshire area 
hotel with 3-course dinner and full English 
breakfast 

✓ Admission to the RHS Chatsworth Flower Show 

✓ Free time in Harrogate 

2 days, by coach 

only £149 .95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, 
Walsall, West Bromwich & Wolverhampton 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 


ROYAL ASCOT 

on Ladies’ Day & Oxford 

"ter 



Departing Wednesday 21 June 2017 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 3 or 4 star hotel within 30 
miles of central London with 3-course dinner 
and full English breakfast 

✓ Admission to the Windsor Enclosure at Royal 
Ascot on Ladies’ Day, with coach transfer 
(ticket upgrade available at a supplement) 

✓ A visit to Oxford 


2 days, by coach 

only £169 — 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


LYNNE’S 

ELO Live at Wembley Stadium 


Departing Saturday 24 June 2017 


Quote Code: JRU515 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles 
of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ Ticket to see Jeff Lynne’s Electric Light Orchestra 
at Wembley Stadium on Saturday evening 
(ticket upgrade available at a supplement) 

✓ Transfer between the hotel and the Stadium 

✓ Free time in London 

2 days, by coach 
only £199-— 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information AIAA^ AAAI g p 
or to book, please call: 9V&IOO 




OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTAV4782. OmegaHols @OmegaHols OmegaHols 


4* LONDON 

Weekend Break at the 
Grosvenor Hotel 

k 1 K 



Selected Saturday departures 
until September 2017 


This is a terrific weekend deal which plants you 
right in the heart of London, close to Buckingham 
Palace and Westminster, with a luxury stay at the 
newly-refurbished 4 star Grosvenor Hotel, plus 
English breakfast, return coach travel and free time 
in the capital. 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at the 4 star Guoman Grosvenor 
Hotel, London with full English breakfast 

✓ Free time in central London 


2 days, by coach 

£129— 


from 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £60pp. Subject to availability. 


Please note: not all pick up points are available on all breaks. 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Gated entrance to 
unique two-bed 
secluded bungalow 

This unique two-bedroomed bungalow in Sherlock 
Close, Willenhall lies on a secluded plot behind a 
private gated entrance. 

Having adaptable living accommodation, it is for 
sale through L&S Prestige Estates at £269,995. 

It briefly comprise an entrance hall, a lounge, an 
impressive 17ft x 12ft conservatory, a kitchen/diner 
with fitted appliances, two nicely proportioned 
bedrooms and a family bathroom. The property 
also has double glazing and gas central heating 
throughout. 

Outside there is extensive parking to the fore. There 
is also a garage which offers conversion potential 
(subject to building regulations). To the rear of the 
property is a private enclosed garden. This home is 
superbly situated for access to a wide range of local 
amenities and excellent transport links. 

It is a very individual prospect set on a generous 
plot that requires internal inspection to allow full 
appreciation. 

In more detail a driveway leads to the front/side 
of the property. The entrance hall has a storage 
cupboard, airing cupboard and ceramic tiled flooring. 
Having a gas fire on a marble hearth, the lounge also 
has patio doors opening to the conservatory. With 
dwarf brick walls, this has a ceiling light point with fan, 
two radiators and ceramic tiled flooring . 

The kitchen/diner has a range of fitted wall and base 
units with complementary work surfaces over, tiled 
splash backs, integrated appliances of a Neff fridge, 
freezer, combination microwave oven, washer/dryer 
and an Ariston eye level electric oven and separate 
halogen hob with extractor hood over, stainless 
steel 1 1/2 bowl sink, ceiling spotlights, a window to 
the rear and a side access door. Bedroom one has 
a range of fitted wardrobes and cupboards, a tall 
radiator and a window to the front. Bedroom two has 
a decorative ceiling rose, tall radiator and window to 
the front. The family bathroom has a low level WC, 
pedestal wash hand basin, panel bath with a mixer 
tap, shower head and electric shower over, majority 
ceramic tiled walls, ceramic tiled flooring, recessed 
ceiling spotlights, chrome ladder towel rail and 
window to the side. 


WILLENHALL £269,995 




MNA Media 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


They're sold 


Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 
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Investment property 
or an ideal first buy 

WALSALL 

£ 100,000 

An ideal first time or investment buy, this three- 
bedroomed home in Webster Road, Walsall has 
planning permission to extend it to five bedrooms. 

It is for sale through Webbs at £100,000 with no 
chain. It is situated on a corner plot in a popular 
location, being close to all local amenities and 
schools. Its accommodation briefly comprises an 
entrance porch, a lounge, a dining room, a fitted 
kitchen/diner, a guest WC, three bedrooms and a 
family bathroom, gardens and a driveway. 

Contact Webbs on 01922 663399 or visit www. 
webbsestateagents.co.uk 



An extended 
detached five- 
bed property 
on corner plot 

WILLENMALL 

£260,000 «« 


This extended detached 
property in Dursley Close, 
Willenhall has five bedrooms 
and lies on a corner plot. 

New to the property market 
and having impressive 
accommodation, it is for sale 
through Skitts at £260,000 

It has a block paved 
driveway, an entrance hall, 
an L-shaped lounge/diner, 
an impressive kitchen/family 
room, a utility, five bedrooms 
and a bathroom and garage 
and gas central heating. 

In more detail the kitchen/ 
family room has a built in 
gas oven, central island with 
an integrated gas hob and 
extractor hood, one and a half 
bowl sink unit, doors to the 
garage, utility and rear. 

Call Skitts on 01902 631151 
or visit www.skitts.net 




Do you want to sell your property quickly 
with an immediate exchange of contracts? 

i ? tt titt:- | 



Contact us for a FREE no obligation auction appraisal 


Birmingham & The South 

0121 233 5046 



Black Country & The North 

07830 375 823 


. p k=r 





This stylish contemporary home is now available 


Having just joined the property 
market, this stunning and stylish 
contemporary property in Harden 
Road, Walsall is now available 
to buy through Goodchilds at 
£161,500. 

Plot 204 is in The Curlew design. 

It is an impressive three bedroom 
family home at Waters Keep, Walsall. 

It has a lounge with a bay window, 


WALSALL 

£161,500 

an open plan kitchen/dining room, 
an en-suite to the master bedroom, 
a downstairs WC, French doors 
to the rear garden, there spacious 
bedrooms, a family bathroom and 
useful storage space. 


The entrance hallway leads onto a 
large lounge with an attractive Bay 
window and French doors that open 
onto a private rear garden. There 
is also an open plan kitchen/dining 
area, useful storage space and 
downstairs W.C on the ground floor. 

For further information contact 
Goodchilds on 01922 711444 or 
visit www.goodchilds-uk.com 
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No chain involved in 
sale of family home 


WALSALL 

£ 154,995 

With gardens, off road parking and an integrated 
garage, 11 Glebe Street, Walsall is a four- 
bedroomed property for sale through Redstones 
at £154,995 with no chain. 

The property further comprises of a reception hall, 
a guest WC, lounge, dining room, fitted kitchen, four 
bedrooms, a family shower room, front and rear 
gardens, off road parking and an integrated garage. 

In more detail the reception hall has stairs off to the 
first floor. The kitchen has a stainless steel sink and 
drainer, roll top working surfaces, tilled surrounds, a 
four-ring gas hob, an extractor hood, a combination 
boiler and plumbing and space for appliances. The 
shower room has a low level WC, pedestal wash 
hand basin, shower cubicle with an electric shower 
and tiled surrounds. 

Call 01922 235350 www.redstones.co.uk 



An open plan 
renovated two 
bedroom end 
terrace home 


WILLENMALL 
£ 99,995 _<<< 


This superbly presented 
and recently renovated 
two-bedroomed end terrace 
property in Temple Road, 
Willenhall is for sale through 
L&S Prestige Estates at 
£99,995. 

Its nicely proportioned living 
accommodation comprises 
of a lounge, a separate 
dining room with an open 
plan access into a modern 
fitted kitchen, a ground floor 
bathroom and two double 
bedrooms on the first floor. 

The property also benefits 
from double glazing and gas 
central heating throughout, 
outside there is a small 
paved garden to the fore and 
generous yard to the rear. 

The property is also superbly 
situated for access to a wide 
range of local amenities, 
popular local schools and 
excellent transport links. 

Contact L&S Prestige 
Estates on 01902 606595 
or visit the website www. 
prestige-estatesuk.com 






A well-maintained modern detached property 


A spacious, well maintained and 
attractively appointed modern 
detached property in Diana Close, 
Walsall Wood, Walsall is in a 
highly sought after area. 

It is for sale through Edwards 
Moore at £330,000. 

With having gas central 
heating and double glazing the 
accommodation briefly includes 


WALSALL WOOD 
£ 330,000 

an entrance hall, a downstairs WC, 
an impressive through lounge, a 
conservatory, a dining room, a 
breakfast kitchen, a utility, four 
double bedrooms - master with 
en-suite shower room, a family 


bathroom, a double garage and 
an appealing rear garden and 
foregarden with parking. This 
property is set in a quiet and 
convenient cul-de-sac should 
be viewed internally in order to 
appreciate the space, quality and 
appeal within. 

Contact Edwards Moore on 
01922 745105 or visit www. 
edwardsmoore.co.uk 


K.Stuart Swash 


I PROPERTY AUCTION] 

NEXT SALE 

14th March 2017 

Entries to date include: 

Detached, Semi-Detached 
& Terraced Properties 
Apartment 

Freehold Vacant Shop Unit 

Further entries invited 

Please Register for Catalogue 


2 Waterloo Road, Wolverhampton WV1 4BL 

(01902) 710626/424044 

Email: swashauctions@btconnect.com 
www.kstuartswash.co.uk 
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auction 


Birmingham & 
Black Country 


Estate House, Darwall Street, 
Walsall WS1 1 DA 

0121 289 3838 


Auction 

Wednesday 8th 
February 2017 
at 6.00pm Precisely 


Banks’s Stadium, Walsall 
Football Club, Bescot 
Crescent. Walsall. WS1 4SA 






Hogarth Close 
Willenhall 


Ryle Street 
Bloxwich 


This delightfully appointed and maintained gas centrally heated and I 
double glazed semi detached property would make an ideal investor I 
purchase. Conveniently located, the property has a side garage I 
and easily maintainable fore and rear gardens. Internal viewing is I 
recommended to appreciate the accommodation. Buyers are reque 
to view the Mining Search. 

•Guide Price £55,000 PLUS 


I Traditionally styled semi detached property with double glazing, ideally 
I suited to the needs of an investor, conveniently located in a popular 
I residential area. Set back from the road behind a foregarden with off 
I street parking. 

•Guide Price £60,000 PLUS 


nd Adjacent 93a Dingle Street | 
Oldbury 


open for inspection. 


Granville Street 
Wolverhampton 


This Freehold Building Plot is offered with Planning Permission (subject I 
to conditions) via Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council Application I 
Number: DC/16/59080 and is for the erection of two detached houses | 
with associated parking. Amounting to approximately 0.2 ac 
the land is situated in a popular residential area close to other ni 
developments. 

•Guide Price £65,000 PLUS 


I This traditionally styled freehold mid terraced has been converted in 
I 2 self contained flats with a combined income of around £9,500 per 
I annum, representing over a 10% yield ( based upon guide) Situated 
i to Wolverhampton city centre the property comprises Ground 
| Floor flat let on a periodic tenancy at £420pcm and a first floor flat let 
a periodic tenancy at £380pcm. Both have double glazing, whilst the 
I ground floor also benefits from gas fired central heating. 

•Guide Price £89,000 PLUS 


Ryle Street 
Bloxwich 


Byland Way 
Bloxwich 


Traditionally styled semi detached property with double glazing and in 
need of improvement and modernisation. Conveniently located close to I 
Bloxwich centre, the property would suit a builder or investor and h: 
off street parking to front. 

•Guide Price £65,000 PLUS 


Cobden Street 
Walsall 


This four bedroom semi detached property I 
is in need of modernisation throughout. The I 
property is situated in a popular residential I 
area a short distance from local schools I 
and Walsall Town Centre. With all amenities I 
close at hand the property comprises: 
Ground Floor Lounge with sliding doors I 
giving access to the rear garden (7.3m I 
x 4.6m), Kitchen (3.3m x 2m). First Floor I 
Bedroom One rear (4.6m x 3.3m), Bedroom I 
Two (3.6m x 3.6m), Bedroom Three (3.3m I 
x 1.8m), Bedroom Four (2.6m x 2.2m), 
Bathroom (2.2m x 1,6m) 


•Guide Price £115,000 PLUS 


I This three bedroom semi detached property is in need of modernisation. 
I The property is situated in a popular residential area and is within 
I walking distance of both Bloxwich North train station and Mossley 
I Primary school. 

•Guide Price £86,500 PLUS 

•Guides are provided as an 
indication of each seller’s 
minimum expectation. They 
are not necessarily figures 
which a property will sell for 
and may change at any time 
prior to the auction. Each 
property will be offered subject 
to a Reserve (a figure below 
which the Auctioneer cannot 
sell the property during the 
auction) which we expect will 
be set within the Guide Range 
or no more than 10% above a 
single figure Guide 


U*e Piop*rty 
Ombudsman 

I SAlCS 


www.auctionhouse.uk.net 

birmingham@auctionhouse.uk.net 


iFindci 

iProj^rt^com 
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We Value Your Home 


SKITTS 

ESTATE AGENTS 



Successfully selling homes across 
the Midlands, Black Country and 
Staffordshire for over 35 years 
bloxwich@skitts.net 01922 478104 

bilston@skitts.net 01902 353578 

dudley@skitts. net 01384 214 996 

greatbridge@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 

sedgley@skitts.net 01902 686868 

wednesbury@skitts.net 0121 505 1818 

wednesfield@skitts.net 01902 732324 

willenhall@skitts.net 01902 631151 

westbromwich@skitts.net 0121 530 4240 

wolverhampton@skitts.net 01902 788188 

lettings@skitts.net 0121 520 2255 

surveyors@skitts. net 0121 520 2255 



Perth Road, Summer Hayes 


h* 1 

^71 


EPC D 



F 7 



EPC D 


Farbrook Way, 
Summer Hayes 


£187,000 



r 2 


1 

1 

EPC E 


Penmire Grove 
Walsall 



Ambergate 
Close, Bloxwich 


£179,950 







Queens Lea, 
Willenhall 


£135,000 



m 51543 



Elter Close, 
Willenhall 



Scarborc 
Road, W 

>ugh 

alsall 


. B 

L.J 

EPC D | 


Guide Price £95,000 



LEI 


ir 
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ESSINGTON 

UPPER SNEYD ROAD 


WALSALL 

GILLITY CLOSE 


ii 


Webbs 

01922 

663399 

74c Park Road 
Bloxwich WS3 3SW 

E: sales@webbsestateagents.co.uk 
W: webbsestateagents.co.uk 

Free 

Valuations 

No Sale 
No Fee 

Experienced 
Sales Team 


Established 1994 



• Detached Family Home 

• Porch, Hallway 

• Lounge, Dining Room 

• Conservatory 

• Kitchen, Utility 


• 3 Bedrooms, Bathroom 

• Driveway, Garage 

• Viewing Essential 


• Dorma Detached Bungalow 

• Entrance Hallway 

• large Family Lounge 

• Seven Bedrooms 

• Bathroom and Shower Room 


• Sitting Room 

• Kitchen/diner, Utility 

• En-suite and shower room 

• Gardens 

• Double Garage 


£220,000 


£550,000 


BLOXWICH 

HARDEN ROAD 


WALSALL 

BENTLEY LANE 













































WALSALL 

WEBSTER ROAD 


WALSALL 

BENTLEY DRIVE 



• Spacious 

• Dining Room, 

Semi Property 

• Kitchen, 

• Entrance Hallway, 

• Shower Room 

• Lounge. 

• Two Bedrooms. 

£120,000 

WALSALL 

SELBY WAY 

Hffty 

JTT 

j 1 i 

Srw, ™ 

• 3REE BEDROOMS 

ROOM •• OFF 

• • REFITTED 

ROAD PARKING 

KITCHEN AND 

• • CLOSE TO 

| SPACIOUS UTILITY 

SHOPS AND RAIL | 

£105,000 



WILLENHALL 

EDGEWORTH CLOSE 


• Extended 3 Bed 

• Lounge 

• Conservatory 

• Shower Room 


£150,000 Offers Over 


WALSALL 

WINDRUSH CLOSE 



• Semi Detached • Guest WC 

• Through hallway • Three bedrooms 

• Kitchen • Bathroom 

• Lounge diner • Gardens 


OPENING 

OFFER 


There is a new 


NO FEES 

NO CATCH!! 


letting agent 


in town 



Webbs 


AND WE 

WILL LET YOUR PROPERTY 

FOR 


Fre-e Valuation 
Free Professional Photot 
Free Floor Plan 

Free Rifhtmove and Zoopia Listing 


Free Accompanied Viewing 
Free Local Press Advertising 
Free Social Media Advertising 
Free To Let Board 




www.webbsest3teagents.co.uk 


t:C1922 66339C 



OFFERS OVER £140,000 


WE WILL SELL YOUR HOME FOR 




PAYABLE UPON COMPLETION 

NO SALE NO FEE 


WALSALL 

MILTON STREET 



• 3 BEDROOMS REFURBISHMENT 

• 2 • CLOSE TO LOCAL 

RECEPTION ROOMS SHOPS AND 

• IN NEED OF AMENITIES 


£ 

m 

2 

★ 


VALUATION 


PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS 


RIGHTMOVE & ZOOPLA LISTING 


MUCH MORE 


WALSALL 

EAGLEWORKS 



£44,950 40% Shared 


BLOXWICH 

YIELDFIELDS HALL FARM 


• Semi Rural Location • Lounge, 

• Det. Dormer Dining Room 

Bungalow • Kitchen, Utility 

• Reception Hallwav • Guests WC 


CHESLYN HAY 

LITTLEWOOD LANE 



• Refurbished 

• Kitchen/Diner 


Family Home 

• Bathroom 


• Guests WC 

• 4 Bedrooms, 2 


• Lounge 

En-Suites 


£299.950 Offers Over 


RUSHALL 


ROUGH BROOK ROAD 







• Two Bedrooms 

• Family Bathroom. 

• Driveway 

• Enclosed Garden 


ALDRIDGE 

BERRYFIELDS 



• Mid Town House 

• Bathroom 

• 2 Reception Rooms 

• Rear Garden 

• Kitchen 

• Parking 

• 3 Bedrooms 


£135,000 



BLOXWICH 

SNEYD LANE 



• Investment Property Bathroom 

• 2 Reception Rooms • 3 Bedrooms 

• Kitchen, WC • Rear Garden 

• Ground Floor • No Chain 


|39 
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46 High Road, Lane Head, Willenhall, WV12 4JQ 


SALES PROPERTIES 
URGENTLY REQUIRED! 

Following an outstanding end to 2016 , we have more 

SOLD properties than FOR SALE . 

* Thinking of moving? 

* Already on the market but struggling to sell? 

SELL FROM JUST £795 inclusive of VAT 

Call our office now to arrange a 

FREE, NO OBLIGATION Valuation 


UPPER PENN 


SHORT HEATH 


SHORT HEATH 


COPPICE FARM 



GREAT HALL 
GROVE, W'TON 

Five Bedroom 
Executive Detached, 
Lounge & Seperate 
Study, Modern 
Fitted Kitchen/ 

Diner, Conservatory, 
Guest W.C, Family 
Bathroom, En-Suite 
to both Master & 
Bedroom 2, Office/ 
Den, Double Garage 
& Off Road Parking 



COPPICE OAK, 
WILLENHALL 

Executive Four Bed 
Detached, Spacious 
Lounge, Dining 
Room, Feature 
Conservatory, 
Modern Fitted 
Kitchen, Guest W.C, 
Two En-Suites, 
Family Bathroom, 
Ample Parking, 
Gated Development 


XL 1 

!•: 



SHERLOCK CL, 
WILLENHALL 

Two Bed Detached 
Bungalow, Lounge, 
Impressive 17ft x 
12ft Conservatory, 
Kitchen/Diner With 
Fitted Appliances, 
Family Bathroom, 
Gated Driveway, 
Garage, Front & 
Rear Gardens, 
Viewing Strongly 
IH Advised! 



HIGHMOOR CL, 
WILLENHALL 

Extended Four Bed 
Detached Having 
Ground Floor W.C, 
Lounge, Refitted 
Breakfast Kitchen, 
Dining Room, 
Conservatory, 
Master With En- 
Suite, Family 
Bathroom, D/G, 
C/H, Garage & 
Driveway 



RAVENSCROFT ROAD, WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Semi Detached House, 
Lounge/Diner, Sitting Room, Fitted 
Kitchen, Ground Floor W.C, First 
Floor Family Bathroom, C/Heating 
& Majority D/Glazing, Driveway 
Parki n g . Front,& Rear Gardens 
£250,000 


RAVENSCROFT RD, WILLENHALL 

Three Bed Detached Having 
Through Lounge, Spacious 
Kitchen/Diner, Ground Floor W.C, 
Three Double Bedrooms, Family 
Bathroom, Loft Room. DG, GCH, 
Double Garage, Extensive Rear 
Garden 

£249,995 


KINGTON CLOSE, WILLENHALL 

Two Bedroom Semi Detached, 
Lounge, Fitted Kitchen/Diner, 
Conservatory, Family Bathroom, D/ 
Glazing & C/Heating, Front & Rear 
Gardens, Driveway Parking, Popular 
Cul-De-Sac Location 

£140,000 


SIMMONS ROAD, WOLVERHAMPTON 

Three Bed Semi Detached, Lounge, 
19ft Fitted Kitchen/Diner, Separate 
Utility Room, Family Bathroom, D/ 
Glazing & C/Heating, Off Road 
Parking & Garage, Enclosed Rear 
Garden. Viewin g S tfQ h . cilv Advised! 
£135,000 


PRIMARY CLOSE, WILLENHALL 

New Build Home, Two Bedroom 
Semi Detatched, Spacious Lounge/ 
Diner, Modern Fitted Kitchen, Guest 
W.C, Family Bathroom, D/Glazing & 
C/Heating, Front & Rear Garden, Off 
Road Parking. V iewing Encouraaed 
£134,995 


ALDERLEY CRESCENT, WALSALL 

Modern Two Bed Semi, Spacious 
Lounge/Diner, Fitted Kitchen, 

Ground Floor W.C, Family 
Bathroom, D/Glazing & C/Heating, 
Ample Driveway Parking, Enclosed 
Rear Garden J Jd^lRTBo^BJJ :[ ^_ 
£110,000 


TEMPLE ROAD, WILLENHALL 

Two Bedroom End Terrace, Lounge, 
Dining Room, Modern Fitted 
Kitchen, Ground Floor Bathroom, 
D/Glazing & C/Heating, Rear Yard, 
Recently Modernised, Ideal F.T.B - 
Viewina 

£99,995 


WILLENHALL 



CENTURY DRIVE, WILLENHALL 

Four Bedroom Detached, Spacious 
Lounge, Seperate Dining Room, 
Fitted Kitchen, Guest W.C, En-Suite 
To Master, Family Bathroom, D/ 
Glazing & C/Heating, Driveway 
Parking & Garage, Viewing Strongly 

£950 PCM 



POOLES LANE, WILLENHALL 

Two Bed Mid Terraced Having 
Entrance Hall, Lounge, Separate 
Dining Room, Spacious Fitted 
Kitchen, Two Well Proportioned 
Bedrooms, Family Bathroom, D/G, 
C.ldLg^Rea^aidem^ 

£87,500 


WILLENHALL 





JAMES PARK COURT, WILLENHALL 

One Bed Modern Apartment, Open 
Plan Lounge/Kitchen/Diner, Double 
Bedroom, Family Bathroom With 
Shower, C/Heating & D/Glazing, 
Allocated Parking, Sought After 

£425 PCM 


Willenhall 01902 606595 www.prestige-estatesuk.com 


Zoopta 


mghtmove 
























































Walsall 



7 Queens Parade, Walsall, WS3 2EX 


• Substantial Five Bedroom Detached 

Property 

• Three Reception Rooms 

• Extended Breakfast Kitchen 

• Ground Floor WC 

• Five Good Sized Bedrooms 

£415,000 



Water Reed Grove, Leamore 

• Superbly Presented Modern Town House 

• Three Double Bedrooms 

• Fitted Kitchen 

• Lounge/Diner 

• Guest Cloakroom 

• En-Suite to Master 

£140,000 




Lichfield Road .Willenhall 

• Substantial Detached Home 

• Six Bedrooms 

• Three Bathrooms 

• Four Reception Rooms 

• 27” Kitchen/Diner 

• DG a GCH 

• Detached Garage 

• Off Road Parking 

• Excellent Transport Links 

• EPC - D 

£380,000 

y 




• NEW BUILD 

• Three Bedroom Detached 

• Entrance Hall 

• Kitchen/Diner 

• Lounge 

• Downstairs WC 


£138,000 


Harrison Street, Bloxwich 



• Immaculately Presented Period Property 

• Gas Central Heating 


• Refurbished Throughout 

• Double Glazing 


• Refitted Kitchen a Luxurious Bathroom 



• Two Reception Rooms 

• Viewing Essential 


• Three Bedrooms 

• EPC - D 


^ £125,000 


_y 


Hough Road,Walsall 


• Superb Two Bedroom End-of Terrace 

• Ideal First Purchase 

• Suitable Buy-toLet 

• Close to Local Amenities 

• Within Easy Access of the M6 Motorway 

Network 


£ 120,000 



Foster Street, Bloxwich 

• Two Bedroom Victorian Terrace 

• Built in 1904 

• Two Reception Rooms 

• Ground Floor WC 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Recently Refitted First Floor Bathroom 

• Ideal First Puchase 

• Suitable Buy-To-Let 


• Light and Airy Lounge 

• Spacious Kitchen / Diner 

• Downstairs W.C 

• Rear French Doors 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

• Family Bathroom 

v From £118,995 



View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 



Mountbatten Road,Bentley 

• Two Bedroom Semi-Detached 

• Off Road Parking 

• Spacious Lounge 

• Mature and Private Rear Garden 

• Modern Refitted Kitchen 

• Easy Access of the M6 J10 

• Fully Tiled Bathroom 

• Easy Access to Wolverhampton a Walsall 

• Two Double Bedrooms 

Town Centres 

V 

£120,000 j 


Offices located in 

• Birmingham 

• Burntwood 

• Brownhills 

• Cannock 


» Erdington 
> Lichfield 
• Milton Keynes 
» Stafford 


» Stoke-on-Trent 
» Sutton Coldfield 
* Tamworth 
» Telford 


• Walsall 

• Wednesbury 
> Wednesfield 

• Wolverhampton 


D 


Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


Call 01922 711444 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 
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<?b 

SUPREME 

ESTATES 



• FREE property valuation 

• FREE photos and floorplans preparation 

• FREE advertising and promotion 

• FREE viewings 


• No contract ties 

• Personalised service 

• Target marketing 

• Local specialists 


CALL OUR SALES TEAM 01902 244601 


30 Walsall Street, Willenhall WV1 3 2ER www.supremeestates.co.uk 
Tel: 01902 244601 Mob: 07496 336315 info@supremeestates.co.uk 






43 



(Z 


SWITCH AGENT 


REDSTONES 


REDSTONES 

The Property Experts 

T: 01922 235 350 • www.redstones.co.uk 


Park Hall Road Walsall 



A well presented five bedroom detached family 
home in the sought after Park Hall estate having 
the benefit of UPVC double glazing and gas cen¬ 
tral heating. This splendid property further com¬ 
prises, porch, reception hall, lounge, sitting room, 
dining room, guest W.C, fitted kitchen, breakfast 
room, 5 bedrooms, en-suite bathroom, family 
bathroom, rear garden, block paved driveway for 
several vehicles and garage. Energy Rating D. 


Essex Avenue Wednesbury 



A first floor one bedroom apartment having the benefit of cul-de-sac location, UPVC dou¬ 
ble glazing, gas central heating and no upward chain. Ideal for the first time buyer of land¬ 
lord the property further comprises, reception hall, lounge, fitted kitchen double bedroom, 
bathroom and rear garden. Energy rating C. 


Segundo Road Walsall 



A modern two bedroom semi detached property having the benefit of UPVC double glaz¬ 
ing and gas central heating. Ideal for landlord as the property is currently tenanted till April 
2017 with the tenant paying £499pcm. The property further comprises, porch, lounge, 
fitted kitchen, two bedrooms, family bathroom, front and rear gardens and off road parking 
for several vehicles. Energy rating D. 


Europa Gardens Wolverhampton 



A superb, modern two bedroom penthouse apart¬ 
ment located on the old Goodyear factory site and 
having the benefit of UPVC double glazing, central 
heating and no upward chain. Ideal for the first 
time buyer or landlord the property further com¬ 
prises, reception hall with intercom, open plan 
lounge/kitchen, two bedrooms, family bathroom 
with shower and allocated parking space. Energy 
rating C. 


Cook Street Wednesbury 



r 

A three bedroom end of terrace family home having the benefit of no upward chain, UPVC 
double glazing and gas central heating. This well presented property further comprises, 
lounge, dining room, fitted kitchen, refitted family bathroom, three bedrooms and rear 
garden. Energy Rating D. 



Tanacetum Drive Tamebridge, Walsall 


A superb two bedroom semi detached property having the benefit of UPVC double glaz¬ 
ing, gas central heating and no upward chain. Located in a sought after estate the property 
further comprises, reception hall, fitted kitchen, lounge with feature fireplace, two double 
bedrooms, family bathroom, front and rear gardens and off road parking. Awaiting energy 
rating. 


Dartmouth Avenue Walsall 



Offers are invited on this good sized three bedroom semi 
detached family home having the benefit of UPVC double 
glazing, gas central heating, fitted intruder alarm and no 
upward chain. This ideal family home which is in need 
of some refurbishment, further comprises, reception 
hall, lounge, dining room, fitted kitchen, conservatory, 
three bedrooms, family bathroom, good size rear garden 
with enclosed secure parking with large out buildings 
(workshop and mechanics inspection pit), block paved 
driveway to the front providing off road parking for sever¬ 
al vehicles behind remote electric gates. Energy rating D.. 


Glebe Street Walsall 



A four bedroom semi detached family home 
having the benefit of double glazed windows, 
gas central heating and no upward chain. The 
property further comprises reception hall, guest 
W.C, lounge, dining room, fitted kitchen, 4 x 
bedrooms, family shower room, front and rear 
gardens, off road parking and integrated garage. 
Energy rating C. 


197 Green Lane Walsall 



A modern first floor flat having the benefit of no 
upward chain, UPVC double glazing and gas 
central heating. Ideal for Landlord or first time 
buyer the property further comprises, reception 
hall, lounge, fitted kitchen, family shower room, 
two bedroom, communal parking and gardens. 
Energy rating C. 


Milton Street Walsall 



A well presented three bedroom terrace property 
having the benefit of UPVC double glazing and 
gas central heating. This ideal family home further 
comprises, lounge, dining room, fitted kitchen, 
family bathroom, three bedrooms and rear garden. 
Energy rating D. 


All Saints Road Wednesbury 



A three bedroom extended middle terrace family home having the benefit of UPVC double 
glazing and gas central heating. The property further comprises, lounge, dining room, 
extended kitchen, guest W.C, family bathroom, three bedrooms and rear garden. Energy 
rating E. 



REFER 


REDSTONES 
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AFSLA 

MATA 

The Property 
Ombudsman 

Af/\ The Property 

Ombudsman 

LETTINGS 

Head Office 

West Midlands House 

Gypsy Lane, Willenhall WV13 2AJ 

T: 01922 235 350 

F: 0845 226 2844 

E: info@redstones.co.uk 

www. red sto nes .co.uk 






Company No 05164020 VAT Registration No 945 2601 28 
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Nevy&uilds 

Search the latest property developments near you 






















Search the latest property developments near you 


NewBuilds 45 


Couple find perfect home thanks to Kier 



Kier Living 


One of the first families to move to the new 
Brownhills housing development have 
praised their new home. 

The Espley-Atkin’s moved onto Kier Living’s 
Waterside Place development in November 
when their house was one of the first to be 
completed on the site. 

Recently married in August, the couple 
purchased the home to start a fresh new 
chapter in their lives. 

Darren, aged 31, a sales executive who 
works in Reading, and Maria, 41, a receptionist 
in Cannock, immediately fell in love with the 
property upon visiting the development for the 
very first time. 

Extras 

“We looked at a number of new build 
developments in the area, but nothing 
compared to what Kier Living had to offer,” said 
Darren. 

“Our home comes complete with many 
additional extras such as washer/dryer and 
fridge freezer for example - items that other 
builders charge for. 

“The development is also ideally located for 
us with great commuter links making it easier to 
get to work and has plenty of local amenities. 
We are especially looking forward to taking our 
pet Labrador Jazz for many walks alongside the 
nearby canal. 

“The idea of decorating our own blank canvas 
really excites us and we can’t wait to make this 
house our home.” 

Darren and Maria purchased a ‘Fairbourne’ 
three-storey home for them and their children 
Brad aged 18 and Caitli, 16. 

They particularly liked the split level design of 
the living space, meaning they could have their 
own space on the top floor while the children 
enjoyed the sanctuary of their own bedrooms. 


Having previously rented a property, the 
couple used the Government-backed Help to 
Buy scheme to make their move happen. 

The initiative allows buyers to purchase a 
property with only a five per cent deposit and 
helps to fund up to 20 per cent of the purchase 
price in the form of an equity loan. 

Darren added: “One of the many benefits 
with moving to a new build is that our monthly 


outgoings will be considerably less. 

“For a start our monthly mortgage is more or 
less half of what we used to pay in rent. 

“We’ll also benefit from reduced heating bills 
because of the energy efficient build. 

“We are very pleased with the design and 
quality of the house. 

“However, if we need any assistance we are 
comforted in the knowledge that there is a ten 


year home warranty and a two year Kier Living 
customer care programme in place. 

“The service we received from Sam the 
sales advisor was excellent and we had good 
communication throughout. 

“She was quick and responsive and all of 
the information about Help to Buy was easy to 
understand. 

“It was stress free too as the mortgage adviser 


dealt with everything on our behalf. 

“We can’t praise the staff at Kier Living 
enough and would highly recommend them to 
anyone looking to buy a brand new home.” 

Waterside Place is a stunning development of 
two, three and four-bedroom homes with prices 
starting from £133,995. 

For more information visit www.kierliving. 
co.uk 


DESIRED AND PREFERRED 


bunthiob, horned 


Discover the extraordinary difference in our 
thoughtfully designed new homes in prime 
locations across the Midlands. See how we go 
further with the finer details and experience the 
lifestyle you can have with the Kier way of living. 


2, 3 and 4 bedroom homes 
and 2 bedroom apartments from £113,995 
or with Help to Buy £91,196* 


WHERE UNRIVALLED LIVING BEGINS 


Bilston • Birmingham • Brownhills 
Rowley Regis • Tipton 
West Bromwich • Wolverhampton 



DISCOVER • EXPERIENCE • JOIN US 


[Skier 


www.kierliving.co.uk 



CGI of The Rableigh 3 bedroom home. Elevations and finishes may vary. *Help to Buy is available upon request subject to terms and conditions. 
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Quality residences from Cameron Homes 



Cameron Homes 

Cameron Homes, which is amongst 
the Midlands’ most respected building 
companies, is creating some superb 
developments at locations throughout the 
region in 2017. 

High quality residences, all carefully designed 
and finished to an exacting specification, 
are being provided by the long-established 
Staffordshire-based building company. 

This means that the new year could mean 
a fresh start in a brand new Cameron home 
for many people - and by using one of the 
company’s most successful sales incentives, 
the move can be a hassle-free reality. 

Andy Gough, Sales and Marketing Director 
of Chasetown-based Cameron, explains that 
the part exchange scheme is a popular way to 
purchase a new property. 

“Part exchange, where we buy a customers’ 
existing home, worked very well in 2016, with 
many people taking advantage of it, and we 
expect it to be just as popular in the coming 12 
months. As a family-owned company we pride 
ourselves not only on the high standard of our 
properties but also on our excellent customer 
care and we have a range of other ways to 
help, such as offering financial advice and 
guidance,” he says. 

Cameron has several established 
developments where the part exchange 
incentive is available. At Keepers Cross, 
in Tividale, the company is providing a 
contemporary collection of 54 two, three and 
four bedroom homes with excellent links to 
Dudley, West Bromwich, Wolverhampton and 
Birmingham. 

Customers can choose from 14 stylish 
layouts, many of which offer garages and en 
suite master bedrooms. 

Bourne Fields is Cameron’s flagship 
development, featuring an elegant collection of 


14 remarkable five-bedroom residences at an 
enviable address. 

With a premium specification and a desirable 
location between Aldridge and Streetly, Bourne 
Fields is the epitome of luxury living. All 14 
homes feature everything you’d expect from 
a showcase Cameron collection, including a 
stunning kitchen, a sumptuous master suite 
and spectacular open plan living spaces. 

Coney Lodge, in Burntwood, is set back 
from Rugeley Road and is hidden by mature 


trees. This is a select development of just eight 
beautifully-designed three and four-bedroom 
residences. The collection borders acres 
of countryside, on the edge of Gentleshaw 
Common. 

At Tatenhill, Staffordshire, Oakhurst is a 
collection of just eight beautifully designed four- 
bedroom homes, located approximately three 
miles from Burton upon Trent. These exclusive 
residences will each feature an integral garage, 
a spacious master suite and a modern open 


plan kitchen with bi-fold doors. 

Lakeside Apartments, at Barton under 
Needwood, is a development of 54 two- 
bedroom apartments offering the highest- 
standard of specification, security and style. 
With restaurants, bars and delicatessens on 
one side and woodland, lakes and towpaths 
on the other, life at Lakeside Apartments allows 
you to explore a new side of life every day. The 
first phase of apartments is anticipated to go on 
sale early 2017. Cameron’s new development 


in Hill Ridware, a small village near Rugeley, 
will be called Austen Grange. There will be 
two phases of properties, with the first going 
on sale in May, but a total of 48 houses will be 
provided, including affordable homes. The 
designs will range from two to five bedroom 
homes, including detached and semi detached 
styles. This is set to be one of the company’s 
busiest years and it will be an exciting one 
too for the many people who move into a new 
Cameron property. 



Quality properties in locations 
you’ll be proud to call home. 

A reputation for excellence, built on years of experience. 


CAMEROON 


From affordable first homes to 
remarkable luxury residences, 
every Cameron home comes 
with quality craftsmanship, 
exceptional customer service 
and a sought-after address. 

With collections across 
Staffordshire, the East and 
West Midlands and expansion 
into the South Midlands, now is 
the perfect time to discover the 
new home you deserve. 



To find out how we can help 
you buy with our tailored 
purchase packages, visit 

cameronhomes.co.uk 


*Available on selected plots. 
































Search the latest property developments near you 
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Tatton 


Tatton Hall Homes 


Tatton Hall Homes Limited is proud to be 
a local housebuilder with close links to 
Wolverhampton and other West Midlands 
regions. 

The company offers stylish 2, 3 and 4 
bedroom properties with luxury kitchens and 
bathrooms as well as barn conversions which 
provide modern and contemporary living in 
idyllic locations. 

The company is well respected and trusted 
and works in partnership with Wolverhampton 
City Council. With a wealth of experience in 
the housebuilding sector, the company traded 
successfully throughout the last recession 
in which many small and medium sized 
developers failed. 

The company supports the community 
in which it operates. They recruit locally, 
employing staff from Wolverhampton, 
Wednesfield, Bilston, Sedgley, Ashmore 
Park and Essington. They use local suppliers 
and tradespeople and locally sourced 
materials wherever possible. Ashmore Glass, 
Carvers, Howdens, M & G Developments, 
Newpool Construction and Walter Tippers are 
contributors to their projects. 

The company also works closely with 
Stourbridge College to provide a Modern 
Apprenticeship placement. 

Tatton Hall Homes Limited recently relocated 
their office to Deansgate, 62-70, Tettenhall 
Road, Wolverhampton 

The Management Team have a thorough 
knowledge of the areas in which they operate. 
The importance of purchasing sites within the 
proximity of good schools is a key feature in the 
company strategy. 

Sites at Broadleaf Gardens, WV3, and Hill 
Croft Gardens, WV4, are both within easy 
reach of The Royal School, Wolverhampton. 
Previously an independent, private school, this 
is now a state school. The Hill Croft Gardens 
development, Warstones, was a prize winner in 


Hall Homes proud to be local 




the 2016 ‘Built in Quality Awards’ as a result of 
a nomination by Wolverhampton City Council. 
The site has only 2 properties remaining. 

The Broadleaf Gardens development, Birches 
Barn Road, WV3 7BU, is already selling well 
and Show Homes will be open for viewing 
in March. Managing Director, Carl Tatton, 
understands the need for new homes in the 
area. He is especially keen to promote the 


Government-backed Help to Buy Scheme 
advising that the scheme can make a house 
purchase a reality. 

Carl says: “Buying a property can be 
cheaper than renting. Recent press articles 
may have given the impression that the Help 
to Buy Scheme has ended. Only the Mortgage 
Guarantee element has ceased. The normal 
Help to Buy Equity Loan remains available at 


present. With the scheme, only 5% deposit is 
needed to purchase any of our properties. This 
is the lowest deposit available. Importantly, the 
scheme is available to first time buyers as well 
as those who own a property.” 

Carl adds: “New homes have much to offer. 
Improved building regulations and modern 
materials mean higher building specifications 
than in older properties and cheaper energy 


costs. With standard security features, two 
year appliance warranties, no time consuming 
maintenance or repairs and 10-year structural 
warranties a new home is a sensible 
investment”. 

To find out more about properties on offer and 
the benefits and terms and conditions of the 
Help to Buy Scheme contact the Sales Team on 
07496 087045. 


T/r«» *!•? 
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TATTON HALL HOMES LIMITED 

T 07496 087045 

www.tattoohallhom« co.lk 


Finalist at the Built In 
Quality Awards 

‘Best High Volume New 
Housing Development' 
2016 


Connells 


CONNELLS 

T 01902 710170 
www conn^lls co uk 


Sales office open 

10 00 - 17 00 daily 



Broadleaf Gardens, Birches Barn Road, Bradmore, Wolverhampton, WV3 7BU. 




WEKNOW 
NOTHING... 

ABOUT NUCLEAR PHYSICS OR 
ROCKET SCIENCE 

BUT WE ARE EXPERTS 
ON NEW HOMES 
AND HELP TO BUY 



DID YOU KNOW? 

f The Help to Buy scheme is not 

just for first time buyers. 

A new home can be yours for 
only 5% deposit 

The Help to Buy scheme 
- helping you 

Come and see us whether you 
are a first time buyer or you 
already own your own home - 
open every day. 
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New Builds 
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3 Sites for more details visit 

www.tattonhallhomes.co.uk 


Shingler 

Homos 


1 Site for more details visit 

www.shinglerhomes.co.uk 


Skier 

9 Sites for more details visit 

www.kierliving.co.uk 


©BOVlS 

lllAUth 


A 


O LOVELL 

HOMES 

4 Sites for more details visit 

www.lovellhomes.co.uk 


STEWART 




«l 


CAMERON 


• Milne 

HOMES 

1 Site for more details visit 

www.stewartmilnehomes.com 


3 Sites for more details visit 

www.cameronhomes.co.uk 




5 Sites for more details visit 

www.galliershomes.co.uk 

MALPASS 
W WHITCHURCH 


©REDROW 

HOMES 

9 Sites for more details visit 

www.redrow.co.uk 
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A selection of 
key developments are 
highlighted. For further 
information refer to the WELSHPOOL 
individual developers’ 
websites. 

NEWTOWN 


# 
_# 

# f 


MARKET DRAYTON 

NEWPORT 


STONE 
^L. STAFFORD 

® E3 


SHREWSBURY 


M 


^ TELFORD 

'fl' H WOLVERHAMPTON 


BRIDGNORTH 


HAGLEY 



DUDLEY 

STOURBRIDGE 


KIDDERMINSTER 

fi 


LEOMINSTER 


1&A 

©MORRIS 


/r 

© Linden 


/ 




* 


r M AH I r \ r Ml MM 


on Keepmoat • 


% HefetVMON 


©miller 

O Taylor 
Wunpey 


David 
© Wilson 
Homes 



© 


G 

CAL A 


©A Lioncourt Homes 


©Beilwag 
© 











ROAD TEST 


MOTORING 49 


Suzuki's rather surprising package 


SUZUKI IGNIS, FROM £11,499 



A new family hatch disguised with hints of beefy off-roader, or what the trade calls crossover 


By Ian Donaldson 

Should you find yourself at a motor dealers’ 
convention (lucky you), the people with 
the widest grins might well be selling new 
Suzukis. 

Last year UK new car sales hit a record high 
overall and so did Suzuki, with more than 
38,000 leaving their showrooms. 

That’s good, but better - much better - is the 
59 per cent hike in profits made by the dealers 
selling them. 

Think of that as a pay rise so big you start to 
dream about holiday homes near a sunny golf 
course or that round the world cruise you’ve 
been promising yourself when things turned 
better. 

And now comes a new Suzuki so on trend 
with what the car market demands right 
now that the lucky dealers might already be 
mentally upgrading their cruise cabins to 
commodore status. 

The Ignis is a small family hatch disguised 
with hints of beefy off-roader, or what the 
trade calls a crossover. And car buyers can’t 
get enough of this style at the moment, 
witnessed by an avalanche of new models. 

Building it a bit taller than normal means 
more room inside, especially in the back, 
where a six-footer can sit comfortably behind 
his twin brother. There can’t be a more 
spacious car on the market that fills the 
modest shadow cast by the Ignis. 

As well as presenting as a crossover, the 
Ignis approaches that other holy grail of 
current car design - lightness. In its most 
basic form the car turns a featherweight 810kg 
on the scales, with predictably good results 
on the economy front. 

All five versions of the Ignis, with prices from 
£9,999 for the SZ3, use the same 1.2 litre 90 
horsepower petrol engine, although a couple 



The Ignis is very spacious 

are available with a modest boost from a small 
generator helping the car during acceleration. 

The extra battery sits under the front 
passenger seat and this SHVS version (from 
£12,999) cuts the C02 figure from 104g/km 
to 97g/km and hikes the official average fuel 
consumption from 61.4mpg to 65.7mpg. 

You can have a semi-automatic Ignis, with 
an electric motor working the clutch, for an 
extra £800 and there’s a top version, costing 
£13,999 and combining the small electric 
boost with a part-time 4x4 system aimed at 
the sort of Suzuki owner who lives down a 
country lane and needs to get to work on a 
snowy morning. 

Every Ignis gets air conditioning, DAB radio 
with Bluetooth and front electric windows. 
They won’t sell many of those, with likely most 
popular Ignis the next grade up. 

This £11,499 SZ-T adds satellite navigation, 
rear view camera, alloy wheels, roof rails 
and plastic wheel arch extensions and LED 
headlamps. It also has twin rear seats that can 
slide forward to boost boot room, or back to 
let the lanky of leg relax. 


The SZ5 (£12,999) adds dual air 
conditioning, keyless entry and start and rear 
electric windows. It is also fitted with camera 
brake support that spots a vehicle or people 
in the road ahead and will brake for you if 
necessary. 

This system brings a top five star safety 
rating in the European tests, without it the 
Ignis scores a less impressive three stars. 

But back to what’s likely to attract a buyer 
to an Ignis in the first place, those looks. For 
maximum effect you’ll need another £465 for 


metallic paint, or £650 for contrasting metallic 
black on the roof. Meanly, there is only one 
no-cost paint finish, a bold red. 

The interior is at least as striking as the 
bodywork outside. It’s obviously built down 
to a cost but attention to detail in matching 
surfaces and keeping panel gaps tight in 
these Japanese built machines is pleasingly 
obvious. 

Out on the road in an SZ-T version the 
lightness of this newcomer translates into a 
car that feels livelier than you might expect 


from its unspectacular power output. There’s 
a nimble way it reacts to steering input too, 
making the Ignis feel keen to please in the 
manner of an enthusiastic puppy. 

Driven with some verve it showed 57mpg on 
the handsomely readable instrument panel; 
lifting off a bit had the numbers climbing to 
61.7mpg. 

That’s better than Suzuki showed in the 
official test - which makes it an event as rare 
as a television talent show host becoming 
president of the United States. 



SUZUKI 

mono SPONSORS OF 


SSTbroan mgHj 

Takeaway 

... 


SAVE £500* ON 
SUZUKI SATURDAY 

4th FEBRUARY 2017 




Save £500* on any Suzuki model when you visit Autosales on 
Saturday 4th February. Available on all Suzuki models for one day only, 
make sure you don’t miss out. 


We look forward to seeing you at Autosales on Suzuki Saturday. 


#SUZUKISATURDAYS 


Request a test drive today; See below for your local dealership 

Autosales Autosales Cannock 

Vulcan Road, Bilston, West Midlands, WV14 7JW, 01902 402233 Progress Drive, Bridgtown, Cannock, WS11 OJE, 01543 431360 

www.suzuki.co.uk/autosaleswww.suzuki.co.uk/autosalescannock 

Ignis and Vitara range official fuel consumption figures in mpg (L/lOOkm): Urban from 42.1 (6.7) to 61.4 (4.6), extra urban from 55.4 (5.1) to 76.3 (3.7), combined from 49.5 (5.7) to 70.6 (4.0). Official C0 2 emissions 
from 131g/km to 97g/km. 

The above fuel consumption figures are based on an EU test for comparative purposes only and may not reflect real driving results. *£500 discount on list price applies to any new and unregistered Suzuki in stock at a participating dealer or at Suzuki’s central repository which 
is ordered on 04.02.17 and registered before 28.02.17. Participating dealers only. Please see suzuki.co.uk/cars/saturdayevent for full terms and conditions. ©1909 - 2017 Suzuki. ANT & DEC® is a registered trade mark of Anthony McPartlin and Declan Donnelly. SATURDAY NIGHT 
TAKEAWAY™ & ©ITV Studios Limited 2017. Licensed by ITV Broadcasting Limited. 
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www.bmautomotivesolutions.co.uk 


Est. 2011 

35 YEARS’BMW AND MINI EXPERIENCE 

y Service 


y Air-con Servicing 
y Diagnostics 

y Repairs opening times: 

r /| /~\ ~r Mon-Thun 8m - 5.30pm 

M .u. I. arranged pri Sm . S p M sat <?am - mopm 


AUTOMOTIVE SOLUTIONS LTD. 


S w\itn.utes ftroiM J2. MS4- mm 

Aspley Close, Four Ashes, 
Wolverhampton 
WV10 7DE 

^01902 
^798359 




To advertise in our weekly 

MOTORING 

SECTION 


Call the motoring team on 

01902 313131 


MOTORING 

Skoda 



By James Parker 

Skoda has kicked off 2017 with 
another remarkable haul of titles 
at the annual What Car? Awards. 
The all-new Kodiaq, Fabia 
Hatchback and Superb Estate 
all won their categories at the 
ceremony widely regarded as 
the ‘Oscars’ of the automotive 
world. 

As in previous years, the event 
was attended by some of the 
biggest names in the industry. 

And, once again, it was Skoda 
that provided the biggest cheers 
of the night The all-new Kodiaq 
headlined Skoda’s triple crown 
of awards, driving off with the 
coveted Best Large SUV 2017. 

Favourite 

Commenting on the award, 

Steve Huntingford, What Car? 
editor, said: “We had high 
expectations for the Czech 
brand’s first large SUV, and the 
Kodiaq doesn’t disappoint. 

“Our favourite model costs a little 
more than £28,000, and for that 
you get seven seats, four-wheel 
drive, a punchy 148bhp diesel 
engine and generous equipment 
levels. It’s simply a brilliant large 
SUV.” 

Not to be outdone by the newest 
member of the Skoda family, 
the Fabia Hatchback continued 
its remarkable run of awards by 
clinching Best Small Car 2017. 

Crowned overall Car of the Year 
in 2015, the Fabia has retained its 
Best Small Car title for three years 
in a row - confirming it as one of 


the most complete superminis on 
the market. 

“Over the past 12 months, we’ve 
seen plenty of new small cars 
come and go, but the Fabia still 
sits at the top of the pile.” said 
Steve Huntingford. 

“The Fabia not only feels agile 
and easy to drive in town, but is 
also more comfortable and refined 
at motorway speeds than many 
larger cars. 

“Its solidly built interior and 


impressive array of safety kit just 
set it further apart from rivals. 
Throw in its interior features and 
outstanding practicality, and it’s a 
clear winner.” 

Completing Skoda’s collection 
of 2017 titles was the Superb 
Estate, which took top honours 
in the estate car category. Like 
the Fabia, the Superb retained its 
crown - comfortably seeing off 
stiff competition. 

Explaining the judge’s decision, 


Steve Huntingford said: “Skoda 
really has taken a lead in this 
class; the Superb retains the 
crown it won last year, and 
the Fabia isn’t far behind it. 
Practicality, performance, space, 
comfort and affordability are king 
here, and no car mixes all these 
things as phenomenally well as 
the Superb.” 

Skoda was also awarded three 
price point wins on the night, 
with the Citigo winning best City 


Car for £8,000-£10,000, Fabia 
Estate named best Estate Car 
for less than £18,000 and the 
Superb gaining an award for best 
Executive Car for under £25,000. 

Further details of the What 
Car? Awards can be found in 
the February 2017 edition of the 
magazine and at www.whatcar. 
com. 

Additional assets for all Skoda 
models are downloadable from 
www.skodamedia.com 



<3> Autosales Ltd 


Unit 1 Attwood Road Zone 1, 


Burntwood Business Park, Burntwood, West Midlands W57 3GJ ^>01543 450000 @ www.autOSalesgroup.CO.uk 


*At the end of the agreement there are three options: i) own the vehicle: pay the optional final payment; ii) return the vehicle: subject to fair wear and tear, charges may apply; or iii) replace: part-exchange the 
vehicle. 6.9% APR representative available on vehicles 90 days to 5 years old. Offers available on used SKODAs purchased with a Solutions Personal Contract Plan from SKODA Financial Services. Offer available when ordered 
by 3 April 2017 from participating retailers. Offers are not available in conjunction with any other offer and may be varied or withdrawn at any time. Finance subject to status. Terms and conditions apply. Available to 18s and 
oyer. Subject to availability. Accurate at time of publication. Freepost SKODA Financial Services. We can introduce you to a limited number of lenders to assist with your purchase, who may pay us for introducing you to them. 
tSKODA Approved Warranty is available on all Approved Used SKODA models purchased from a participating SKODA Approved retailer and includes only the first year's MOT cover. T&Cs and exclusions apply. Accurate at time of 
publication. Freepost SKODA Financial Services. "£139 service plan available on Approved Used SKODAs and includes a maximum of 2 consecutive services compromising: 1 x major service and 1 x minor service. Any other work 
outside this service schedule is not included. 









































Accountancy 



Gordon & Co 

Chartered Accountants and Business Advisors 
Specialising in self-employed, landlord, limited company and Construction 
Industry Scheme (CIS) clients. Professional, friendly and competitively priced 
accountancy and taxation services offered to suit your business needs: 

• Self-Employed Accounts and Self- • CIS Accounts, Monthly Returns and 

Assessment Tax Returns Self-Assessment Tax Returns 

• VAT Advice and Compliance • Bookkeeping and Payroll 

• Limited Company Financial Statements • Corporation Tax Advice and Compliance 

Please call or e-mail to discuss your requirements and arrange a free consultation. 

101 Mellish Road, Walsall, West Midlands, WS4 2DE 
Telephone: 01922 613419 
E-mail: enquiries@gordon-and-co.com 
Website: www.gordon-and-co.com 



Jay's Carpentry 

& Home Improvements 


6 Internal Panel Doors 
Fully Fitted Only 



Also fust fitting available 


CallJason: 01922 611272 
/ 07951 922879 

www.jayscarpentry.co.uk 


ACCOUNTANCY AND TAXATION 


Self Assessment and all accountancy services for 
the self employed, rental incomes, partnerships 
and limited companies. 

A prompt and reliable service at a sensible cost 

For a free appointment please call: 

Robert Ollerenshaw on:Shenstone 

01543 481329 

Email:ollerenshaws@btinternet.com www.ollerenshaws.co.uk 

Evening appointments not a problem 



YOUR LOCAL WALSALL 
BASED ACCOUNTANT 

ALL ACCOUNTANCY WORK UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: 

Self employed Rental property’s CIS contractors 
Limited companies New start up’s 

16 LEIGHSWOOD ROAD. ALDRIDGE 
FOR A INITIAL CONSULTATION 

CALL: 

bakshohayerStaassistmuk www.taassisLco.uk/walsall 


Aeriels 


Digital Rapid Aerials 

/M > -Aerials, Plasma Brackets & CCTV niQ SfL TQ 

Pnmnvno XMnnllnrl D frl4n«J UIOl»UUN lO 

w 


Cameras supplied & fitted 
-Repairs -Tuning -Multirooms 


FREE 

QUOTATIONS 


digiui si sky 



A LOCAL BUSINESS YOU CAN TRUST 

01922 693047 
07960 173589 

www.digitalrapidaerjals.co.uk 


Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning 


J P Techniclean 


Carpets & Soft Furnishings 

SPECIAL HALF PRICE OFFERS 

Normal Price Special Price 
C arpets 12ft x 15ft £30 £15 

Lounge 12ft x 21ft £42 £21 

Stairs and Landing £34 £17 

UPHOLSTERY 

Chair £20 EIO 

2 seater sofa £32 £16 

3 seater sofa £38 £19 

LEATHER 

Chair £30 £15 

2 Seater Sofa £40 £20 

Curtains full length 6ft wide £40 £20 

0800 511 8454 Freephone/07932 766162 Mobile 

Small Family Run Business Est 

Uti www.jptechniclean.co.uk 1994 


CW Joinery 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS* 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 
•Fit only, Paint or Stain available 
•Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 07810 122133 



Double Glazing 


WINDOW DOCTOR 


GLAZING REPAIRS, DOORS & WINDOW REPAIRS 

MISTY & BROKEN GLASS REPLACED. 

WE REPAIR HANDLES,HINGES,SEALS,PATIO”S, 
WINDOW & DOOR LOCKS. 

FASCIAS, GUTTERS AND CONSERVATORY ROOFS CLEANED 

10 YR GUARANTEE 

K 015 ^liL 4 ?S2n 2 4 HRS Est 30 

/ 07748 108035 „ MrQ 

1 a WELLINGTON DRIVE, CANNOCK WS11 1PU yCai O 


Driveways 



Block Paved Driveways Landscaping 
Tarmac Driveways Roofing 


tel: 01543 887989 

mob: 07443 122317 

info@hardscapedriveways.co.uk [MJ 


WESTCOT 

CONTRACTORS LTD 

38 Years Experience 

TARMACADAM CONCRETE BLOCK PAVING 
LEADING DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL CONTRACTORS COVERING 
LICHFIELD AND STAFFORDSHIRE 

• Domestic Drives • Patios • Tennis Courts construction 
• Commercial car parks and roads • Vehicle access crossing highway approved 

Free quotations - All work guaranteed 

Call for enquiries 07985 233112 

Office 01543 251416 

email: wesccot.contractors.lCd@gmail.com 


Electricians 


R.G. Electrical Ltd 

Est 1995 

ALDRIDGE 


DOMESTIC - COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL 

Homes - Shops - Offices 

• Rewires and Upgrades • Emergency Breakdown 

• PAT Testing • Central Heating Wiring • Storage Heaters 

• Fire Alarms • Intruder Alarms • CCTV Fl#|C A 

• Building Society Surveys NICEIC Inspections I Vfj/I 

All areas covered 0800 298 2904 

robertelectrical@blueyonder.co.uk 
37 Woodside Way, Walsall WS9 OHY 


Gardening 


MBC} electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mtm 

local service call: — . 



Woodman Tree Services 

Domestic & Commercial 
Council Approve Contracts 
Over 30 yrs Experience 
Fully insured 

Qualified, all work to BS 3998 standards 

* Felling * Re-shaping * Pruning 

* Reduction * Hedge Trimming 
Stump Removal * Landlord Contracts 
24 hour Emergency Call Out 
Logs and wood chip for sale 

R.G. Wood ARB 

Home: 01543 258108 
Mobile: 07947 352960 



Health and Beauty 


JEOUSl . 



B.J. FENCING SUPPLIES:® 

MEMBERS of GUILD OF MASTERCRAFTSMEN 

A FAMILY BUSINESS BUILT ON QUALITY AND INTEGRITY 

PANEL 

6’x6’ 

6’x5 

6’x4’ 

6’x3’ 

6’x2’ 

Featheredge 

£25 

£23 

£21 

£18.50 

£15 

Overlap 10 Bar 

£17.50 

£16 

£14.50 

£13 

£11.50 

Overlap 8 Bar 

£16.50 

£15 

£13.50 

£12 

£10.50 

Trellis 

£16 

£14 

£12 

£10 

£9 

FEATHEREDGE PANELS ALSO AVAILABLE IN TANALISED TIMBER ADD 20% 

★ OUR GUARANTED PRICING COMMITMENT ★ 
“IF YOU FIND ANY PANEL OF EQUIVALENT QUALITY AT A 

LOWER PRICE - WE WILL BEAT THAT PRICE BY 5%” 

★ FREE QUOTATIONS FOR SUPPLY AND ERECT ★ 

CONCRETE POSTS, GRAVEL BOARDS, GATES, TIMBER POSTS ETC 

★ TRADE & QUANITITY ENQUIRIES WELCOME - DISCOUNT RATES 4 

WE NOW STOCK TRADE FENCE AND SHED TREATMENT AND CRE0C0TE 
FOR EXTENDED LIFE TO TIMBER PRODUCTS - VARIOUS COLOURS. 
TEL: 07886 369958,07828 693442 OR 01543 674688 
UNIT 7E ZONE 4, BURNTWOOD BUSINESS PARK WS7 3XD 

(WE ARE LOCATED DIRECTLY OPPOSITE MORRISONS CAR PARK) 


P J BROADHURST FENCING I 

Top Quality Fencing Supplied & Fitted 

All types of fence panels • Gravel boards 

FREE QUOTES 

You will be blown away by our prices! 

01922 611681 
07770 954073 

www.pjbroadhurstfencing.co.uk 



Gardening 




Cqce 


A «■ I IN| U« I, lift MUMUel n wz* 

pntr f| • M, f feri TV** Ml 


tii aria* mujitir rrr^Hin imratiiri ar*«»«icai 

01543 677167 07795365123 


Sunbeds (15% off a monthly 
course in January) 

Spray Tans 
Threading 
Waxing 

Nails • 

— 


m «rr •’ 

law k«ai 


MVI2 4JO ' 



LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 
Loft Hatch with Easiway 
Aluminium Ladder 

£185 fitted 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


Call Carl on 

0121 556 1761 
07502 103997 

See our website 
www.westmidlandsloftservices.co.uk 
15 years’ experience 


N. MAYO 

GAS SERVICES 


All Plumbing 
Gas Work 
undertaken 

Gas Safe registered ««» 


07886 882903 
01922 448311 



Pauls Home Services LTD 

Condensing Boilers 
Radiators • Upgrades 
Gas Work • Full Heating 
Breakdowns 

Bathrooms • Cloakrooms 

• Kitchens • Plumbing 
• Tiling • Showers 

• Electrics • Plastering 

• Decorating • Lighting 

FREE QUOTATIONS 
ALL WORK GUARANTEED 

07790 873567 
01922 4170624|fe 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE -— 


Plastering 



CJI. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 


PRM PLASTERING SERVICES 

All aspects of plastering work undertaken 
Rendering, skimming, dry lining 


10% OFF ON PRODUCTION OF THIS ADVERT 


FOR A FREE QUOTE 

01922 693047 or 07958 274919 
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Roofing 



HardScape 

DRIVEWAYS a ROOFING 

BLOCK PAVING a ROOFING CONTRACTORS 


Block Paved Driveways Landscaping 
Tarmac Driveways Roofing 


tel: 01543 887989 

mob: 07443 122317 

info@hardscapedriveways.co.uk |kj 


WALSALL ROOFING 

SPECIALISTS 

AS RECOMMENDED ON 


thebestofwalsall 




★ Discounts for OAP’s 
i Insurance Work ★ Lead Work 

★ Ridge Tiles Replaced 

★ Fiat Roofs Pointing 
★ Rubber Roofing (E.P.D.M.) 

★ Chimney Repairs ★ Fascias & Gutters 
25 years in the business 
FAMILY RUN - FREE QUOTES 


CJ.S. ROOFING 

Flat roofing specialist 

• Tiling • Slating • Chimneys • Fascias etc 
RUBBER SYSTEMS 

All work guaranteed - 35 years experience 


,A1 Little Job Man 

Qp (Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 

Over 35 years experience 
I • Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

| • uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 

• All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


a 


i 


01922 440004 


Rapid Roofing 
Flat Roof EPBM Rubber Roofing 


• Roof Repairs 
1 Chimney Repairs 
1 UPVC Fascias/Soffits 


Slate Tile Repairs 
Felting • Guttering 
All pointing work 


Call 01922 627932 ^ 

v.aII * ^ Free call out and estimates Walsall Basei 

ciive: 07778 444401 L 01922 693047 07958 274019 


★ STUB* 

PERFORMANCE^ 


91 %* 

of customers 
surveyed recently would recommend our 
services for buying and selling in their local area. 

Sell your items In Print and Online: 

Sell your items Online only: 

BUY LOCAL - SELL LOCAL 


Classifieds 


(*135 customers surveyed May 2016) 


ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 




1-2-1 Maths & 
Sciences Tuition 

by qualified local teachers. 

Primary to A-Level. 
From £10. 


01902 311950/07742 064 269 



RENO PORTABLE electric power 
chair, red, 6 months old but used 
twice, £750. Heated backseat mas- 
sager, £30. 01922 626148. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 

I - \ 


2 

Leisure 

Time 



IJACKSON-HATELEYI 
I CYCLES I 


www.jacksonhateleycycles.co.uk 


GIGANTIC 

CYCLE CLEARANCE 


Massive January Sale Now On! 
Get your fantastic bargain now. 
All cycles built and guaranteed 
with a 24 hour repair service 


All spares and accessories at discount price 

HATELEY’S 


Simply the best 

Ring Dave on 
01902 782344 
458 Stafford Road, Oxley, 
Wolverhampton 


* SATURDAY * 
BOOTSALE 



★ 07890 267041 



We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


BAILEY AUVERNE 
5 BERTH TOURER 

Full awning, water barrel, no 
leaks, new gas pipes, new 
battery, very good condition, 
stored Bromyard. 

£1,700 ono. 

07793 005111. 


CARAVANS & CHALETS For sale 
with seaviews. Clarach Bay near 
Aberystwyth from £4995 includes 
2017 site fees. Call Phil on: 01970 
820579. sales@clarachbay.com 

LUXURY LODGE for sale! Sited on 
4* park near Aberystwyth. Includes 
full decking, £61,950. Payment 
options available T&C’s. Deposits 
from 10%. Call 07493 108554. 


STATIC CARAVANS for sale on 
beautiful seaside holiday park. 12 
month season, 2017 site fees inc. 
Finance available* T&C’s apply 
Call Paul on 07960 9447*21. 


UP TO 40% OFF SALE NOW ON!! 

Own your own holiday home on 
stunning seaside holiday park. 12 
month season, fantastic facilities. 
Call Paul on 07960 944721. 



WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 


Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 

TOP PRICES PAID 

Immediate collection. 


CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 



-\ 

^ caravan holidays 


DOLPHIN CARAVAN PARK. Brean 
Somerset. Call 01278 751258 
www.dolphincaravanpark.co.uk 


caravan parks 


LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for Sale 
on 5* Park, DG, CH, bar & restau¬ 
rant. Child & pet friendly, 20 acres 
walking woodland £24,995 inc 
2017 site fees Call 01568 708 326. 



clairvoyance 


PSYCHIC TAROT READINGS Live 
1 to 1.0906 757 0900 75p per min, 
calls recorded. Credit/Debit card 
0141 427 7003 (£25 - 30 mins). 


massage 


FULL BODY MASSAGE 30 mins 
£21, 40 mins £26, 1 hour £36. 
Shower facilities. 01902 782960. 



* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS 
VINTAGE FAIR 

WOLVERHAMPTON RACE COURSE, 
DUNSTALL PARK, WV6 OPE 
SUNDAY 29™ JANUARY 

9 AM - 4 PM 

★ 07783 680 627 * 


ANTIQUE & COLLECTORS FAIR 

Every month. Codsall Village Hall, 
Sunday 29th January 9am-3pm. 
Call Brian: 07923 538178. 



L Home & 
Services 



Louis Taylor 

r—14 A 


House Clearances & Collections arranged 
at short notice for our monthly auctions 

01782638100 



BFC BIGGEST 
EVER SALE 

DIRECT FROM 
OUR FACTORY SHOP 


KNIGHTSBRIDGE 2 SEATER SOFA REGULAR SOFA IN 
CRUSHED VELVET 
NSP £599 

SALE £299 


100’S OF SUITES FROM £399, SOFAS FROM £199 
ARMCHAIRS FROM £99 _ 

EVE MATTRESSES (AS SEEN ON TO 
SINGLE WAS £349 SALE £149 
DOOBLE WAS £549 SALE £249 
KING WAS £629 SALE £279 



BELLI! 
FABRIC RECLI 


BELLISSIMO SWIVEL LEATHER & 
FABRIC RECLINER CHAIR & FOOTSTOOL 


HALF PRICE STOCK COLOURS 
£199 EACH 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT ON ALL 
PURCHASES OVER £500 
0% representative 




INDESIT Washer dryer, 2 months 
old. £275 

0121 502 3466. 




Call: 01922 720270 


6x5 

Lap Panels 

£16 each (inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 

Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 


AT SHEDRITE 5% off all buildings ir 
January. Ex display available, wil- 
lenhall Rd WV1 2HA 01902 450137 

SLABS 450mm x 450mm RIVEN 
FACED, only £1.76 inc. VAT. 
Ranton Building Supplies: 

01543 276006. 




ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 


No amount is too small 
A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
•ALL SILVER* All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

WANTED FOR CASH three piece 
suites, up to £100 paid 
Cal I 01785 815925/ 07947 627142. 



CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
B RESULTS 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

A A Digital Aerials 




For great business 
results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 

COSTUME JEWELLERY approx 
300-400 items, suit market 
trader/carboot, open to offers. 
01922 692685 evening. 


All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


appliance repairs | 

A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 
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bathrooms 


[jKjbatrlrooms^b^yyetroor 

07392 379741 or 01543 529648 

^ building services^ 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 

P.FENLON BUILDERS All aspects 
of building. Block paving, plaster¬ 
ing, brickwork etc. 01902 445315 / 
07790 286187. 

^ building supplies^ 

RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 5/4066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 

carpentry & ^ 

V joinery | 


B&S Joinery 

Six internal pre-primed doors fully fitted 
from £350. External, Upvc, and fire doors. 
All aspects of carpentry undertaken. 

Family run 30 years experience 
07958 552625, 0121 5322672 

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 

Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 

^ carpet fitters ^ 

A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 

^ cleaning 



Cleaning, Painting & Handyman Services 

A standard of Excellence 
Office or Household cleaning 
Discounted rates for regular customers 

FREE Enquiries & quotes call 

_ 


SURE CLEAN 
SOLUTIONS 


Domestic & 
Commercial Cleaners 

For all general cleaning of: 
Factories, Offices, Flouses, Shops, 
Retail Parks, Front of shop cleaning. 
Also Garden Maintenance and 
Graffiti Removal. 

WE SUPPLY THE CLEANING 
PRODUCTS AND EQUIPMENT. 
Fully insured & staff crb checked. 


01922 334045 


damp proof ^ 

V_ control _| 


JUST DAMP 
PROOFING 


Surveyors damp reports, 
rising damp, penetration 
damp, condensation, wood 
worm and fungus treatments, 
re pointing, chimney 
re builds, flashing and 
cellar renovations. 


Call Mark 07903 029768 
maccabe95mm@gmail.com 


electrical 

services 


ALL ELECTRICAL work from a 
switch to a rewire. Insured, free qu¬ 
ote 01902 575570 / 07958 627434. 


ALL HOME ELECTRICS NAPIT 
registered. Fully insured. For a free 
......-^ 5g3 -- 


quote cal I 07583 320318. 


MB ELECTRIC.CO.UK Home 
wiring specialist. NICEIC. High 
quality local service. Freephone; 
0800 211 “ 


1 8398 / 07939 503905 


fencing 


■ OH 


SPECIAL OFFER 

6x5 Heavy Duty Lap Panels 

£12.95 eath 

Fitting service available or DIY. 

0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon Avtirf Jlir® 
83 Portway Rd, W'bury 


CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS. 



“I am extremely 
happy with the 
service I get from 
my Express & Star 
Classified Sales 
Representative 
and I would 
recommend them 
to anyone!” 

Michael - 
Portway Fencing. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


GARDEN RITE - 
FENCING SERVICES 


and gravel boards. 

WINTER DEALS AVAILABLE 
0781 7 3981 07 or 
Ol 922 496861 
www.Hardenrite.co.uk 


fitted bedrooms 


AFFORDABLE BESPOKE FITTED 

Sliding Wardrobes. 07813 675526 
www.mteriorsbyrobertstokes.com 


gardening 

services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 
k —— patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 
_ www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


01922898710 / 07973177 976 


gas fitting 


GAS 
SERVICES 


• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regufations 1998 to cany out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free^^quotes, also repairs & 


fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 


DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


handyman 

services 


07793 747829 / 01543 300444. 


J&B Tree Care, Landcape 
& Jetwashing Services 


* Trees, shrubs and hedges planted. 

* Fencing supplied and erected 

* Turf supplied and laid 

* Stumps treated or removed 

* Hedges and shrubs tidied 

* All pesticide and fungicide 
work undertaken. 

* Jetwashing of your driveways, 

walls and brickwork, paths and patios. 


it 


FULLY INSURED and safety conscious! 
For a free fixed quote call: 


01922 449268 or 07786 166856 


BOOK YOUR 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
OR FAMILY 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONLINE AT 


bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


and become one 
of hundreds of 
customers 
who regularly 
receive 
exclusive 
special offers 
& discounts. 



ClassifiedAds 


house clearances 


ALL ROUND 
CLEARANCE 

Professional family run business 
House clearances full or part, 
also garages, sheds etc. 
Telephone Kev 

07794 912844 


HARVEYS HOUSE CLEARANCES 

Quick, discreet and professional. 
07939 421862 / 01902 410433 


kitchen fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 


painters / ^ 

decorators 


C I PAINTING & DECORATING 

Over 30 yrs experience.City & 
Guilds approved. Free Quotes. 
07913 732756 or 01902 650716. 


C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
■"-*-" 079""’ 


Free quotes, call 07973 286288. ' 


plans prepared 


ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


BUILDING Plans: Prepared/submit¬ 
ted. K J Bradley 01902 373248 
07792 165767. www.plans4u.co.uk 


plastering 


MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503 / 07519 694516 


D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER¬ 
ING Fast, clean, reliable service. 
Also building work. Free Quotes 
07793 747829 or 01543 300444. 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve¬ 
ments.Mark or Sara: 07741 7/0897 


plumbing & 
v,_ heating 


A RELIABLE PLUMBER No job too 


_No jol_ 

small. No call out fee. Call Lee: 
07713 149278 / 01902 330351. 


A.A HEATING & PLUMBING. All 

gas work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
Kitchen/ Bathrooms: 01922 660410 


* r: ’ A 

Boiler upgrades 
from only £1,400 
FREE QUOTES 

Installation, servicing 
and maintenance 
of all your domestic / 
gas appliances Aate 


07825 628288 

info@premierheatingandgas.com 


PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. Call Will 

-*- 


for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 


removals 


A DJ REMOVAL house or one item. 
Affordable rates, reliable. Call: 
01902 652346 or 07912 980177. 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


FURNITURE REMOVALS We beat 
any quote, full or part loads, all 
areas. Call Keith on 07867 862227. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


roofing 


A ROOFING 


main, flat, felt, firestone 
rubber, fibreglass, all 
repointing, fascias, soffits, 
gutters. Free quotes. All 
quotes beaten. 8am-8pm. 
01902 722447. 


CUFF MCHOLLS 




>er Roofing 


35 years experience 

Freephone 
(0800) 220 -729 


skip hire 


QUICKA SKIPS 


Mini, Midi, 6 Yard with 
doors and Builders. 

7 days - Prompt Service 
01902 404800/ 
07983 580884 
www.quickaskips.co.uk 



WOLVERHAMPTON 

SKIP HIRE 

MINI, MIDI 

& 

BUILDERS SKIPS 
WITH DOORS 

Established 26 years 

Call: 

01902 722876 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
(0121) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 


COLDSHILL SKIPS 


Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 



“We are very happy 
with our Classified 
Contract within the 
Express & Star and 
the enquiries our 
adverts bring in.” 


Pally - Quika Skips 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedUds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFAS, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543500677 07738851601 


ABANDON NOT! 

rGT 


ESTABLISHED OVER lOO YEARS . 
E MARSH 
Showroom, Elm House 

- WV2 4HX 


Pountney St, W’ton. WV2 41 
01902 712484/424296 



AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts / TV setups. 07850 330251. 




Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 
RGT Wolverhampton 
@RGTWolves 


C.A.A.R.S ANIMAL SANCTUARY 


Registered Charity 
PET RESCUE & BOARDING KENNELS 

FOR DOGS AND CATS _ 
Open Mon to Sun 
Call 01922 476208 
Red Lane off Crab Lane 
Essington WV11 2DZ / \ 


IB 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


gc 

condition, in Windermere Place. 
No- one claimed him would make 
good pet. Details 07816 043418. 


Business & 
Farming 


Mi 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


properties wanted 


WE PAY 100% of purchase price 



Sell your HOUSE-SIMPLE 

You agree the price, we buy the house. 


(NOAGENTSFEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU in 
ffSM • FREE SOLICITORS » ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION y" 


E 01384 226086 www.black-countryhomes.co.uk 


CASH NOW 


FOR YOUR 


UmiCC'NoFees 

II mM If O E • Any Condition 


• Guaranteed Offer Wecani 
buy your/ 
house in f 


Lines open 24 hours 



a day 7 days a week subject to terms 



V - 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 

RESULTS 


“We have been advertising 
in the Express & Star 
and Chronicles for over 
20 years and consider it a 
key part of our business 
with the regular flow 
of calls, which our 
advertising generates.” 

Black Country Homes 


For great business results call 

01902 319191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 


Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 



CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS 


“I am really pleased with 
the response 
I get from my Classified 
Advertising!” 


Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


For great business results call 

01902 319191 


Classified Mds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 

We can help you all 
make a fresh start m 

With solutions to suit... — 


Purchase Agreed Within 


PAYS 


you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 

01922 311 030 OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 


JS PROPERTIES 

Properties & Land 
brought for cash 


• Repossessions Stopped 

• Free Solicitors 

• Completion date to suit 

• Deceased Estates 

• Rent back Option 


Any property Any area 

Call Mr J Moore 
07870 120363 




NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 


let. 


J9 


Accommodation 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 


from £65 pw* 

*lncludes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 


ajosjEoasm 

J9accommodation.com 


FIRST FLOOR 2 bed flat, Lichfield, 2 
mins from train stations and town 
centre, available immediately no 
DSS £495pcm. 07836 780188. 


The Chronicle Thursday, January 26, 2017 
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ClassffiedAds 


01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


ROOM TO LET Dudley, nr Black 
Country Museum. Fully furnished. 
Bills inc. £75 p/w. 07747 311729. 

TWO BED FLAT Great Wyrley, fur¬ 
nished kitchen, no DSS or no 
smokers, £475pcm. Available end 
February. 07836 780188. 

WILLENHALL & DARLASTON, 
large flats and bedsits to rent near 
town centres , DSS 35+ welcome, 
low deposits, 07791476943 

I N 


7 


Jobs 





DENTAL NURSE required for 
practice in Walsall / Lichfield. Qual¬ 
ified or experienced only. Full/part 
time hours. Successful applicants 
will be subject to a DBS check. Call 
01922 623144 for interview. 



BRICKLAYERS REQUIRE work, 
fully experienced tradesmen. 
07976 446049. 


CLASS 1 DRIVER very experi¬ 
enced, wants full or part time work 
or casual, any class, 7.5 tonne or 
trunk. 01922 516528. 


EXPERIENCED MIG TIG WELDER 
/ FABRICATOR required full time. 
Bloxwich area. Overtime available. 
For details call 01922 478419 or 
email details to: 

contact@jharperandsons.com 



EXPERIENCED SADDLERY 
MACHINIST REQUIRED 

TO COVER MATERNITY 
LEAVE 

Call 01922 659080 
email 

mary@countysaddlery.com 


FLOOR LAYERS - Exp Ess Contract 
Carpets & Vinyls, c/c D&J Bailey 
(Flooring) Ltd Tel 01922 455070. 


Calling All Experienced Saddlers 

WALSALL CENTRE 

Saddle Brands include Harry Dabbs & E.Jeffries. 
Numerous saddle styles made 

EXPERIENCED SADDLER X 2 
TRAINEE SADDLER 
PART TIME SADDLER - for repair work 
(may suit semi-retired /less experienced ) 

FLOCKER / SADDLE PREPARER 

Day work rates of pay negotiable depending on experience, skill / speed of 
work, but Vale Brothers are known to pay at the higher end of the scale. 

Excellent working conditions, 21 days holiday plus Bank Holidays. 

No fixed spring or summer shut downs so holidays can be taken outside 
regular school holidays if required. Flexibility in working hours. 
Apply confidentially to peter.wilkes@valebrothers.co.uk 
Your application will not be disclosed to any of the workforce. 

Or Tel. Peter Wilkes at Vale Brothers Ltd: 01922 642222 ext 112 
Or Write to: Vale Brothers Ltd, Unit 2, 75 Midland Road, Walsall WS1 3QQ 
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Motoring 



mobile 

mechanics 



PRODUCTION MACHINIST 

We have a permanent vacancy for an experienced and versatile 
conventional machinist. Small batch production on Lathes, 
Horizontal and Vertical borers. 


MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches and 
cambelts. 07747 848469. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


£22k-£25k plus overtime when available. 

Send CV to Audie@valenfittings.co.uk 
Or Mail to: Audie Homer, Operations Director 
Valen Fittings Ltd, Westgate, Aldridge, Walsall, WS9 8DG 

Tel 01922 454913 Fax 01922 451930 


WHITE GOODS SERVICE ENGINEER^ 

Chapman's Electrical seek to recruit a skilled individual with a 
proven track record to add value to our award winning White 
Goods multi-brand, Service Team, attending both domestic and 
commercial clients across the West Midlands. 

Our focus is on service excellence and so exceptional customer 
facing skills are required, as is a full driving licence. 

Salary dependent upon experience. 

Please send your CV as an expression of interest to 
janel@chapmanselectrical.co.uk or to 112-119 Reddal Hill Road, 
Cradley Heath, B64 5JN. Email for further details. 

We are an equal opportunities 
employer; applications are 
considered on merit & welcomed 
^ from all sections of the community. 


nnm* 


MOB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts 
available at all times 

MONMORE RD. WV1 2TZ 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 

WANTED Nice cheap car, small van 
from 02 onwards, MoT and tidy, 
nice condition. 01922 516528. 



W.T.R. VAN HIRE Connects, 
Transits, Lutons with Tail lifts, 
pick-ups Open seven days. 
01902 457002 / 01384 79090. 



www.staremploymentservices.co.uk 


FOR ALL YOUR 
HECRUITMENTTJEEDS 

Call Star Employment Services today on 01902 319333 

Associated with qJ\ 

Express & star sfkR Star Employment 



13A , Woden Road West, Wednesbury, WS10 7SF 


www.dallas-hire.co.uk 




Tel: 0121 647 7112 

EXCELLENT 

CONDITION 


FORD MONDEO ZETEC 1.8 


FORD FIESTA 


1.25 Zetec, Silver, 2010, MoT 
February, Service History. 
One previous owner c/w two 
keys. 

£4,250. 

07800 953272. 


MAZDA MX-5, 2006, 41,000 miles, 
red, abs, electric windows, air bag, 
electric mirrors, fsh, MoT, central 
locking, pas, alloys, CD, £5,950. 

01384 392590. 



71 Auto 2008, Silver RHD glass 
roof 30,825 miles MOT 2018. 
£30 Tax, RAC Gold Warranty / 
Cover April 2017. 

First To See Will Buy 

£ 2 , 200 . 

07773 856804. 




ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 



FIAT PUNTO S60 1242CC 

Petrol, 53,331 genuine miles 
April 1998, 775 miles since last 
Service, MoT at April 2016. 
Very reliable,very well looked 
after, very good runner, reli¬ 
giously serviced every year. 15 
MoT’s to view. One lady owner 
for 17 years. New car forces 
reluctant sale. 

£400 ono. 

Tel: Stafford 01785 261111. 


Red, MoT October 2017, petrol, 
5dr, 53 plate, 60,200 miles, 
excellent condition, new tyres, 
alloys. 


£850 ono. 


07415 189836. 


BARGAIN 


TOYOTA AVENSIS ESTATE 

2004. 

MoT May 2017. 

Good condition. 

£750 for quick sale. 
01922 325249 
or 

07970 659226. 



VWBEETLE BEETLE 

2001 , 

Canary Yellow, 

factory fitted electric windows, 
airbag, air con, 
metallic paint, 
central locking, Stereo, 
Colour coded bumpers, 
long Mot, 2lt engine. 

£900 ono 
07407 173926. 


9 

Local 

Information 


public & legal notices 


Walsall Council, Planning and Building Control 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) act 1990 Development Management 
Procedure Order 2015 (as amended) 

The below applications have been made to the Walsall Council. 
Applications can be viewed at First Stop Shop, Civic Centre, Walsall 
or online www.walsall.gov.uk/planning. Representations can be made 
online, email: planningservices@walsall.gov.uk or in writing to Head of 
Planning and Building Control, Civic Centre, Darwall Street, Walsall, 
WS1 1DG. Representations should be made within 21 days of the date 
of this notice.Please note: Your letter and personal details will form part 
of the planning file which is a public document and will be available for 
inspection at the Council Offices. The information may be released as 
part of a request under the Freedom of Information Act. 

16/1910 TCL Structures (UK) Ltd FOR: RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT 
OF 18 UNITS: 3 X 1 BED AND 9X2 BED APARTMENTS WITHIN A 3 
STOREY BLOCK WITH UNDER CROFT PARKING AND 6X4 BED 
HOUSES. AT: ST EDMUND GENNINGS, FOREST GATE, WILLENHALL, 
WV12 5LF 

17/0020 Kelly Henney FOR: PROPOSED GARAGE CONVERSION TO 
HABITABLE ROOM, REPLACEMENT OF GARAGE DOOR WITH NEW 
WINDOW. AT: IB, THE GRANARY, ALDRIDGE, WALSALL, WS9 8NY 
16/1771 Mr Singh FOR: CHANGE OF USE FROM HAIRDRESSERS TO 
HOT FOOD TAKEAWAY. AT: 12, CRESSWELL CRESCENT, BLOXWICH, 
WALSALL, WS3 2UW 

16/1890 Lee Fox FOR: NEW FRONT ENTRANCE CANOPY 
AND MATERIAL CHANGE TO FRONT ELEVATION WALL. AT: 2, 
COMMONSIDE, PELSALL, WALSALL, WS3 4QL 
16/1926 Ultimate Golf Academy FOR: NINE HOLE FOOTGOLF COURSE 
ADJACENT TO EXISTING GOLD DRIVING RANGE. AT: CALDERFIELDS 
GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB, ALDRIDGE ROAD, WALSALL, WS4 2JS 
16/1775 Creative Development Team - Walsall Council FOR: 
INSTALLATION OF 4 ART FEATURES:- 

1) INDUSTRY PRESS - PROMENADE GARDENS 

2) STILT WALKER - CLOCK GARDENS 

3) MUSICAL ICON PIECE - BLOXWICH PARK 

4) INTERPRETATION PANEL ADJ 1 CHURCH STREET AND 100 PAW 
PRINTS ON PAVEMENT OUTSIDE 1 CHURCH STREET AND OUTSIDE 
NOS. 172-182 HIGH STREET AT: BLOXWICH HIGH STREET AND 
GARDENS, BLOXWICH, WALSALL, WS3 3LA 

17/0028 Mr R Singh FOR: CHANGE OF USE OF GROUND FLOOR 
FROM A1 RETAIL TO A5 HOT FOOD TAKEAWAY AND USE OF THE 
FIRST FLOOR AS ANCILLARY STAFF FACILITIES AND STORAGE. AT: 
547, BLOXWICH ROAD, WALSALL, WS3 2XD 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you may fax any 
advertising requirements to Marie Hogg 
on 01902 713146 or email 
marie.hogg@expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a name/contact 
number for confirmation of receipt) 


highways 

england 


ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 - SECTION 14(1)(a) 
THE M6 MOTORWAY (JUNCTION 9, SLIP ROADS) 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2017 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Highways England Company 
Limited (Company No. 9346363) intends to make an Order on 
the M6 Motorway, in the Metropolitan Borough of Walsall, to 
allow bridge expansion joint renewal works to be carried out. 
The effect of the Order will be to close the slip roads leading - 

(a) to the northbound carriageway of the M6 at Junction 9; and 

(b) from the northbound carriageway of the M6 at Junction 9. 
The work will be carried out overnight between 21:00 hours 
and 06:00 hours and is expected to start at on Monday 

13 February 2017 and continue for 12 nights. The Order will 
come into force on 10 February 2017. 

Vehicles being used for police, fire brigade, ambulance or 
traffic officer purposes and vehicles being used in connection 
with the works, or for winter maintenance purposes, will be 
exempt from the closure. 

Diversion routes via alternative junctions of the M6 will be signed. 
For further information please contact Arasu Gurusamy on 
0300 470 3038. 

Karen Eustace, an officer in Highways England Company Limited. 
Highways England Company Limited (Company No. 9346363) 
registered office: Bridge House, Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, 
GUI 4LZ. A Company registered in England and Wales. 

ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 - SECTION 14(1)(a) 
THE M6 AND M54 MOTORWAYS 

(M6 JUNCTION 10 TO JUNCTION 11, STAFFORDSHIRE) 
(TEMPORARY PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) ORDER 2017 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Highways England Company 
Limited (Company No. 9346363) intends to make an Order on 
the M6 and M54 Motorways, in the County of Staffordshire, 
to allow pavement renewal, electronic traffic detector system 
repair works, cyclical maintenance, resurfacing, road marking 
works and general maintenance works to be carried out. 

The effect of the Order will be to close, at different times, - 

(1) the northbound carriageway of the M6 from its junction 
with the exit slip road at Junction 10, to its junction with the 
entry slip road at Junction 11; 

(2) the southbound carriageway of the M6 from its junction 
with the exit slip road at Junction 11, to its junction with the 
entry slip road at Junction 10; 

(3) the eastbound carriageway of the M54 from its junction 
with the exit slip road at Junction 1, to its junction with the 
southbound carriageway of the M6 (M6 Junction 10a); and 

(4) the slip roads leading - 

(a) to the northbound carriageway of the M6 at Junction 10; 

(b) from the northbound carriageway of the M6 to M54 Junction 1; 

(c) to and from the northbound carriageway of the M6 to 
Hilton Park Motorway Service Area (north of Junction 10) 

(d) to the southbound carriageway of the M6 at Junction 11; 

(e) from the southbound carriageway of the M6 at 
Junction 10; and 

(f) to and from the southbound carriageway of the M6 to 
Hilton Park Motorway Service Area. 

The work will be carried out overnight between 22:00 hours 
and 06:00 hours and is expected to start on Monday 
13 February 2017 and continue for twelve nights. 

The Order will come into force on 10 February 2017. 

Vehicles being used for police, fire brigade, ambulance or 
traffic officer purposes and vehicles being used in connection 
with the works or for winter maintenance purposes, will be 
exempt from the closures. 

For more information please contact Kunal Shah on 
0300 470 3637. 

Karen Eustace, an Officer in Highways England Company Limited. 
Highways England Company Limited (Company No. 9346363) 
registered office: Bridge House, Walnut Tree Close, Guildford, 
GUI 4LZ. A Company registered in England and Wales. 


DAVID GRAHAM HARRIS 

(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the above named, 
late Of 100 WALSALL WOOD ROAD, 
WALSALL WS9 8RA, who died on 
11/08/2016, are required to send written 
particulars thereof to the undersigned on or 
before 27/03/2017 after which date the 
Estate will be distributed having regard only 
to the claims and interests of which they 
have had notice. 



Michael David Harris, 

GREYLEYS, BISHOPSTONE, 
HEREFORD HR4 7HZ. 



MEET SEXY local women, genuine 
adult contacts fast and discreet. 
Call 0330 022 6244/07008 026348 


ATTRACTIVE lonely Female 
seeking broadminded males within 
a 20 mile radius. 01902 489 181. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


DOES ANYONE HAVE 

A grave plot in Bloxwich 
Cemetery that they wish to sell. 

If so please contact Sarah 
01922 479619. 


MORE CATEGORIES 
MORE CLASSIFICATIONS 
MORE CHOICE 

I, 01902317878 

ClassiliedAds 











































































Mickael Partodikromo during training sessions at Wolverhampton University’s Walsall Campus, Gorway Road, for Rushall Olympic, whom he joined in the summer 



Partodikromo’s immediate goal is to help Rushall win promotion 


Mickael Pics his side in 
bid for football dream 


HOW far would you go to chase a dream? 
In Mickael Partodikromo’s case, the an¬ 
swer is about 11,000 miles. 

Partodikromo comes from New Caledonia, 
a little-known collection of islands owned by 
France and located in the southwest Pacific 
Ocean, between Australia and New Zealand. 

For the past six years he has been trying to make 
it as a professional footballer, first in New Zealand, 
then France and now in England, his journey taking 
in stops at Swansea, Chelsea, Bolton, Sheffield United 
and, now Rushall Olympic. 

Clearly, Partodikromo is not your average non¬ 
league footballer, or indeed your average 21-year-old. 
Well-spoken and polite, he has the kind of maturity 
and quiet assurance which can probably only be 
achieved by spending four years away from your fam¬ 
ily, growing up on the other side of the world. 

Partodikromo has not seen his parents for two 
years and says he won’t return home until he has ful¬ 
filled his ambitions. 

Spotted 

“My parents support me a lot but I tell them not to 
call me too often,” he says. “I know if they do, it will 
only make me homesick. To make the dream happen, 
you have to make sacrifices.” 

Football, Partodikromo says, had been a central 
part of his life long before he was spotted by a scout 
and invited to join the Asia-Pacific Football Academy 
in Wellington, New Zealand. 

He left home, alone, aged just 14 and only versed at 
that point in French and Kunie, a language native to 
New Caledonia. 

“For the first three weeks in New Zealand I couldn’t 
understand a word anyone was saying,” laughs Par¬ 
todikromo, who now speaks English so fluently you 
would never guess it was ever a problem. 

Two years at the academy was followed by the offer 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Matt Maher 


“At home in winter it is 21 
or 22 degrees. Over here it is 
zero degrees! Before I came 
to England, I had never seen 
s now!” _ 

of a trial at Swansea. “I went there by myself, I was 
16 and stayed in digs,” he says. 

“It was hard,” he admits. “Adapting to the weather 
and things like that. At home in winter it is 21 or 22 
degrees. Over here it is zero degrees! Before I came to 
England, I had never seen snow! It was something I 
just had to get used to.” 

The trial at Swansea was followed by another 
at Chelsea and then Bolton before, in 2013, Parto¬ 
dikromo was offered a scholarship at Sheffield United. 

Though it did not end in the offer of a professional 
deal, the confidence gained from two years at Bramall 
Lane convinced Partodikromo to remain in Europe to 
continue chasing his dream. 

After a brief spell at Worcester City in pre-season, 
where he played in a friendly against Villa, he joined 
Rushall in September. 

“It’s a friendly club and everyone has been very 
nice to me,” he says. “I enjoy the football. It is phys¬ 
ical and different to what I am used to but I hope it 
will make me fitter and stronger.” 

Partodikromo lives alone, having recently moved 
to Walsall from Sheffield. “I do my own everything, I 
take care of myself,” he says. “I have gotten used to it, 
moving from home from such an early age. It’s fine.” 


He adds: “When I tell them where I am from, people 
have no idea where it is. I have to show them on the 
phone. They can’t believe it.” 

The obvious question, however, is exactly how he is 
managing to get by on football earnings alone? 

“I saved up some money from when I was living 
in France and I get a bit of money from Rushall,” he 
says. “Then, sometimes, if I really need something, 
mum and dad will help me, though I don’t ask very 
often.” 

There is an added warmth in his voice when he 
speaks about his dad Bernard’s work as a pharmacist, 
or the cooking lessons from mum Sabine which have 
helped him fend for himself half a world away. 

Footsteps 

It is the desire to repay their faith, their willingness 
for him to take the chance which gets him through the 
disappointments, the setbacks and the cold nights. 

Partodikromo wants to follow in the footsteps of 
France World Cup-winner Christian Karembeu, by 
some distance New Caledonia’s most famous export, 
and be an inspiration to others on the islands. 

“I want to give back to my parents all they have 
done for me,” he said. “We have a big family back 
home and my country is not famous. 

“I want to repay them and be an inspiration for 
the children, an example for them to follow. A lot of 
them get in trouble in early age but I want to be able 
to show them what is possible, to push them the other 
way.” 

Partodikromo’s immediate goal for the Pics this 
season is to earn a regular starting place and help the 
club win promotion from Evo-Stik Northern Premier 
Division. 

The larger dream, meanwhile, remains alive. There 
is, he insists, no deadline, no point at which he might 
have to reconsider his goals. “No, no, no, I can’t think 
like that,” he says with a smile. “It’s going to happen. 
I am positive about that.” 



The New Caledonian island paradise, 11,000 miles away, that Partodikromo left behind to pursue his footballing dream - before pitching up at Rushall as part of his journey 


The Chronicle Thursday, January 26, 2017 














































New Caledonian? This'll 
do for Pics star Mickael 
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Wood’s old 
boys make 
difference 

Walsall Wood 0 Boldmere 2 

THIS victory together with Stourport 
only drawing at Rocester saw Boldmere 
climb out of the bottom three on goal 
difference. 

With Wood struggling for goals it was 
ironic that the two scorers Joe Lyng and 
Max Black had both left for Boldmere 
this season. Wood hit the ground run¬ 
ning with Dominic Dell winning a free 
kick, then an eventual low drive through 
a packed area saved at full stretch by 
keeper Stuart Parsons. 

Well into first half injury time a right 
wing corner to Wood’s near post saw a 
scramble develop, the visitors taking the 
lead with their only shot of the half on 
target when Joe Lyng fired home from 
close range. 

Within five minutes of the restart Ben 
Usher-Shipway released Forde into the 
left of the box, but he rolled his cross 
shot wide. On 55 minutes a lovely, in¬ 
tricate one touch move wide right saw 
the ball played into the centre of the box 
to find Black who swept the ball home 
to double the visitors’ lead. So it’s still 
pointless in 2017 for Wood as they re¬ 
group for the league cup quarter final 
against Highgate United on Tuesday. 

The Black month ends with a visit to 
St Andrews of Leicester on Saturday. 

Walsall Wood 3 AFC Wulfrunians 5 
AFC Wulfrunians went nap to condemn 
Wood to a fourth consecutive defeat last 
Tuesday night. 

Wood went in front immediately 
through player/manager Harry Harris, 
only for Tom Grainger to equalise. 

Mark Ganderton’s long-ranger put 
Wulfs in front and Grainger made it 
three. 

Liam Molesworth put Wood back in 
contention before Jake Webb and Dim¬ 
itri Brown made the game safe. Louis 
Harris scored a late consolation from 
the spot. 

Derby-day delight 
for Pitmen as they 
hold off Pics threat 

Hednesford Town 2 Rushall Olympic 1 

IT was derby-day delight for Hednes¬ 
ford Town as they saw off a late Rushall 
Olympic charge to earn their first points 
of 2017. 

The Pitmen made the breakthrough 
in the 37th minute when a clearance 
bounced off Iwan Cartwright to Vinny 
Mukendi, who was able to advance 
forward and calmly fire home from six 
yards. Two minutes later, the lead was 
doubled as Mukendi beat goalkeeper 
Jose Veiga in the air at the back post 
and knocked the ball down for Spencer 
Weir-Daley to score his first goal in Hed¬ 
nesford colours. 

Rushall reduced the arrears in the 
72nd minute when a ball into the box 
found an unmarked Aaron Forde, who 
looped his header over Ransome and into 
the Hednesford net. 

The Pics saw a good chance come and 
go in the 86th minute as Mickail Parto- 
dikromo blazed over from the edge of the 
box. 

• Former Walsall forward George 
Bowerman has completed his move to 
Rusgall from Halesowen Town. 


Wind of change as Breeze switches code 


BLOXWICH’S Daniel Breeze has 
ditched his gloves, turning his back on 
professional boxing to fight bareknuck¬ 
le. 

The 20-year-old had won all of his 10 
pro bouts and captured a belt last May. 

Operating at middleweight, ‘the Hur¬ 
ricane’ outboxed Natty Howell over 
eight rounds to win a British Challenge 
strap at Villa Park and was in line for 
a shot at the Midlands crown. But he’s 
now decided to quit and join the growing 
bareknuckle circuit. 

Fighter Daniel Breeze He’s already had a couple of low-key 



wins and now meets Lee Noble - who 
has also made the switch from pro box¬ 
ing - for the vacant British light middle¬ 
weight title on Saturday (January 28). 

Breeze said: “I was hoping for a big 
fight after I beat Natty but, for one rea¬ 
son or another, it didn’t happen. I could 
have hung around, but I’m realistic. 

“I was never going to be a world cham¬ 
pion and I didn’t fancy selling tickets to 
fight journeymen. 

“Bareknuckle boxing is a growing 
sport and I like a fight, I always have. 
Every bareknuckle fight is 50-50 and 


that’s what I want - and the crowds 
want.” 

Bareknuckle shows are starting to at¬ 
tract big crowds and the show, in Cov¬ 
entry, is already heading for a sell out, 
with tickets available on 07940 234 346. 

Breeze has been fighting for a long 
time. He started kickboxing aged five 
and went on to have a successful ama¬ 
teur career with Walsall Wood Boxing 
Club. He hasn’t ruled out a return to pro 
boxing, adding: “I want to go as far as I 
can in bareknuckle but, one day, I might 
go back to boxing.” 


SADDLERS GET 
FANS BUZZING 


Moving up ranks easy as ABC 



Mark Bullock, managing director of sponsors ABC Cars, with boxer Benjamin Whittaker 


Walsall 3 Bristol Rovers 1 

IT’S been a remarkable 10 days 
for Walsall Football Club. 

After two performances, unlike an¬ 
ything else we have seen this season, 
Jon Whitney’s side have swept away 
two of their League One rivals. 

Title favourites Sheffield United were the first 
to be toppled. And now Bristol Rovers have fallen 
victim to Whitney’s rampant and resurgent side 
following yet another devastating display, writes 
Joe Masi. 

High on confidence from that display against 
the Blades, Walsall flew out of the blocks with 
Isaiah Osbourne, Flo Cuvelier and Erhun Oz- 
tumer dominating the opening 20 minutes. The 
trio popped up all over the park as they moved 
the ball with purpose and tempo. 

But Rovers were in no mood to be rolled over 
and they twice came close to breaking the dead¬ 
lock midway through the half. Neil Etheridge 
was forced into spectacular stops - the first to 
deny Billy Bodin and the second to keep out a 
sweetly-struck Chris Lines’ free-kick. 

Midfield 

It meant, as the clock ticked towards half-time, 
Walsall had played the better football but it was 
Rovers who had created the better chances. That 
all changed though just a minute before the in¬ 
terval. 

Eoghan O’Connell opened the scoring in spec¬ 
tacular fashion when a deep Cuvelier free-kick 
was deflected high into the air and he volleyed 
across goal and into the far corner. 

After the interval, Walsall pressed on. 

First a long ball forward was completely 
missed by Lee Brown - allowing Simeon Jackson 
to run through and deftly chip Joe Lumley in the 
visiting goal. 

Then Joe Edwards stole possession from Byron 
Moore on the edge of the box before running 
through unopposed and calmly slotting home. 

Individual errors they may have been, but it 
was Walsall’s intensity and high pressing game 
that forced the mistakes. Rovers may have 
grabbed a consolation when Matty Taylor netted 
his 19th of the campaign. 

But there was no doubt - for the second week 
in a row - Walsall were clear and deserved win¬ 
ners. 


BOXER Benjamin Whittaker is in the driving 
seat for success as he gears up to become a full¬ 
time boxer with Team GB. 

Whittaker, of Darlaston, learned he was to 
be upgraded from podium potential to full po¬ 
dium squad after reporting back for 2017. 

He officially makes the switch on February 
1, with his training base to remain at the Eng¬ 
lish Institute of Sport in Sheffield. 

It means to fight at next year’s Common¬ 
wealth Games and the 2020 Olympics will now 
become more of a realistic goal for Whittaker. 

The 19-year-old is on course to become the 
No.l ranked unpaid middleweight in the coun¬ 
try later this year with Anthony Fowler, now 


25, set to turn pro. And Whittaker has a ticket 
to ride through his sponsor Mark Bullock, a 
family friend who runs taxi firm ABC Cars, 
based on Ettingshall Road in Wolverhampton. 

Bullock provides free transport for the teen¬ 
ager, who is learning to drive, whenever he 
needs to hit the road for competitions. 

Whittaker said: “Mark has been helping me 
out for a while now and, if I ever need some¬ 
thing, he’s there. I’m really to thankful to him, 
as I am to all of my sponsors.” 

Whittaker represents Firewalker in Wolver¬ 
hampton, where his godfather Joby Clayton is 
a coach. To sponsor Whittaker, get in contact 
via Facebook, Instagram or Twitter. 


Walsall miss 
out by point 
again, away 

Kidderminster 14 Walsall 13 

WALSALL continue to produce below 
par performances during their away 
matches. This time it was a hard work¬ 
ing Kidderminster outfit that embar¬ 
rassed Matt Wood’s team. Incredibly 
this defeat, means that all of Walsall’s 
three league losses have been by just one 
point! 

The first quarter of the game saw the 
visitors play their best rugby, and two 
early tries resulted in them establishing 
a 10-0 lead thanks to tries from Jeffrey 
Williamson and Ethan Walker. 

But, to the disappointment of the 
travelling supporters, Walsall failed to 
reproduce the same standard of rugby 
for most of the game after these early 
scores. 

The hosts, in contrast, showed more 
commitment and their efforts were re¬ 
warded with a Baldwin try and a Morgan 
penalty to make it 8-10 at the interval. 

Both teams struggled to produce any 
prolonged periods of pressure during 
most of the second half. 

A yellow card and an offside against 
Walsall saw Morgan give his team a one 
point advantage. Captain Matt Wood 
restored his team’s lead with a 25m 
penalty after a period of sustained pres¬ 
sure.The final piece of action saw Walker 
break clear, but slipped as he was beat¬ 
ing the defence. 

This did however result in a Walsall 
penalty. But the long range kick fell 
short of the target. 

Bloxwich 25 Wednesbury 6 
A FROSTY King Georges’ was certainly 
warmed up by this Black Country derby. 

Sensing that that Wednesbury wer¬ 
en’t comfortable with a quick game, 
Bloxwich created early space for their 
backs to exploit. Wednesbury used the 
set piece well to re-establish themselves 
in the game and, and gained more pos¬ 
session and territory, but they couldn’t 
hold back the tide of scoring against 
them. 

Holders Khalsa in 
Hunt Cup quarters 

HOLDERS Sporting Khalsa are through 
to the quarter-finals of the JW Hunt 
Cup. The Willenhall-based side beat Pel- 
sall Villa 2-1 thanks to an injury-time 
winner and now visit Lichfield City 

Last season’s runners-up Wolver¬ 
hampton Sporting Community are 
also in the last eight and are away to 
Wednesfield. 

Other ties: Alvechurch v Brocton, 
Highgate United v AFC Wulfrunians. 
All proceeds of the competition go to the 
Beacon Centre for the Blind. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 
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